ДОСТОПРИМЕЧАТЕЛЬНОСТИ ВЕЛИКОБРИТАНИИ
Аннотация

Данное учебное пособие предназначено, в первую очередь, для учеников старших классов средней школы, и может быть использовано как источник дополнительных материалов страноведческого характера к любому из ныне существующих учебников английского языка. Пособие с успехом может стать основой курса «Страноведение» в старших классах школ с гуманитарной ориентацией.

Возможно использование пособия в других учебных заведениях: на гуманитарных факультетах различных вузов, в системе дополнительного образования, на различных языковых курсах.

Учебное пособие знакомит учащихся с наиболее знаменитыми достопримечательностями Великобритании. Тексты пособия написаны легким, увлекательным языком, максимально приближенным к живому, разговорному английскому.
Предисловие. Кому адресовано это пособие

Это учебное пособие может сослужить хорошую службу ученикам старших классов средних школ, или студентам младших курсов гуманитарных ВУЗов. Главная цель пособия: рассказать о самых знаменитых достопримечательностях Соединенного Королевства: самыми посещаемыми городами и музеями страны, самыми популярными культурными фестивалями, их истории, экономическом и культурном значении. Пособие может использоваться как в класса, так и для самостоятельной работы. 

Пособие содержит тексты, большая часть которых представляет собой рассказ гида, сопровождающего группу российских туристов в поездке по Британии, и упражнения, позволяющие развивать различные навыки работы с текстом.

Тексты пособия могут использоваться как дополнение к любому курсу «Страноведение» или как материал для чтения в классах, где изучаются различные аспекты истории, культуры Великобритании. 

Foreword. Who the book is for

This book can be used by advanced students of English in the upper grades of secondary schools or on the more basic courses in colleges and universities. This book aims to offer students a broad introduction to the most famous and interesting sights of the United Kingdom: the most visited cities and museums, the most famous art festivals, their history and significance to the country’s economy and culture. It can be successfully used both in the classroom and as a self-study aid.

Each unit contains a text, usually in the form of a dialogue between Russian tourists and their English tour guide, and exercises that will help develop language skills such as comprehension and text analysis. 

The book provides good reading material for any British Studies program or for use in advanced English languages classes where the UK is the topic under consideration.

Introduction:

First of all, let me introduce the main characters of the book: my friends Vladimir and Valentina. They got married three years ago it has become a good tradition to celebrate their wedding anniversary by spending a week or so abroad every year. This year is not an exemption. So, they went to the travel agency where the following dialogue happened:

Travel agent: Can I help you?
Valentina: Oh, yes. You know, last year we went to Greece and spent two weeks at the sea resort. It was really great. But this year we are looking for something different, you see, something exciting.

Vladimir: I would say, something we could remember for many years to come.
Travel agent: Well, I think there is something for you. How about a 2 week holiday in Britain? You will travel by coach around the country and see the most interesting places in England, Scotland, Wales. Castles, palaces, ancient monuments, medieval towns and modern cities. 
Vladimir: It sounds great.
Travel agent: And not very expensive. The price includes everything: accommodation, catering, excursions and admission fee to all museums and historical buildings.

Valentina: Yes, we will take it.

At London Airport they are joined by some other Russian tourists who are going on this tour: Anna and Denis. The tourists are welcomed by Richard Dawson – their tour guide.

Richard: It is my profound pleasure to invite to this wonderful journey around the United Kingdom. This tour was designed to give you the freedom to explore both the history and the culture of Britain.

Anna: Excuse me, I have a question which I have always wanted to answer. You say the UK and Britain, is there any difference?

Richard: Well, actually, no. The official name of my country is The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland but it is such a fuss to pronounce it that we usually say just UK. Britain and Great Britain are geographical names. As you know UK consists of several parts: England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland. The word England should never be used to describe Britain, because England is only one part of the country. It is always correct to call people from England, Scotland, or Wales British, although people from England are properly called the English, people from Scotland are the Scots, and people from Wales are the Welsh.

Denis: So, if I address anyone “English” in, say, Scotland…

Richard: You will offend this person. Please, be careful with what you are saying.

Valentina: How very interesting!

Richard: The United Kingdom is a small nation: 244,110 sq km, it is about the size of Byelorussia or twice the size of New York State. The climate, in general, is mild and often wet. We have about 300 rainy or cloudy days per year.

Anna: Now I understand all these sayings about “the English weather”.

Valentina: The British weather…

Richard: Despite its size, Britain is a highly developed nation with stable economy, prosperous and peaceful. The British enjoy one of the highest standards of living in the world. Britain’s rich cultural heritage and traditions are the main reasons why it has millions of visitors each year. The attractions include theaters, museums, art galleries, and historical buildings that are all around the country and numerous annual arts festivals.
Tourism is very important to our economy. Britain is one of the world’s most visited countries. We have about 25 million visitors a year.

Now, take a look at the map. It shows the places and cities we are going to see.

Take a look at the map that Richard has shown to the tourists.
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1. St. Paul’s Cathedral

Richard: Before we leave London, there are some very important landmarks of the British capital that we simply must see. First is St. Paul’s Cathedral. It is a magnificent, unique building, one of the greatest churches in the world.

Vladimir:  How old is it?

Richard:  In fact, there has been a Cathedral on this site since 604 AD but it was destroyed and rebuilt several at least three times and the Cathedral you can see today dates from in the 17th century. Every day about 40 000 people come to St. Paul: some attend the services, some are tourists from all parts of our planet. 

Anna: Why was it destroyed several times?

Richard: Mostly it was seriously damaged by the fire. When in 1666 the Cathedral was burnt down as a result of the Great Fire of London, the plans were made to build the new Cathedral at once. The construction finished only in 1710. Many famous artists took part in the decorating of St.Paul: the beautiful frescoes and glittering mosaics that the visitors adore today are the perfect works of art. Many contemporary artists continue to enrich the Cathedral.

Denis: It is true that St.Paul is the main church of London?

Richard: Yes, a lot of important events were celebrated at the Cathedral: the Golden Jubilees of Queen Victoria and Queen Elizabeth II, famous priests of the past and present preached here. The Cathedral is also the burial place of many important and influential political and marital figures. They are commemorated with beautiful monuments. Although the Cathedral is full of treasures it is not a museum. St. Paul is a living place of worship. The services take place daily, so we will be allowed to enter the Cathedral only when the sermon is over. And do not forget to turn off your camera and a mobile phone. Tourists are not allowed to use them when at the Cathedral.

	Wellington Memorial honours one of the greatest military figures in history


Anna: The Cathedral is enormous, I think we need several hours to look around. What are the most interesting things we should see here?

Richard: The Nave – the central part of the Cathedral where there is the altar and the imposing memorial to Wellington, it is the largest memorial in the Cathedral, it commemorates a famous British officer.

Denis: Yes, I see, Wellington is depicted riding his horse on the top of the monument. 

Valentina: This monument is so big! If is just fantastic!

Richard: Several architect worked on it for more than 20 years.

Anna: On the walls there are paintings depicting the scenes from the life of Jesus Christ as far as I can understand.

Richard: Yes, you are right. If we go down the Nave we can view the statues of famous priests of the past, some of these statues are very old, and mosaics that show the symbols of the Christianity.

The staircase takes us up to the Dome – this part of the Cathedral is also often referred to as “The Galleries”. Perhaps you have heard about the Whispering Gallery – it is 259 steps up – where a word said on one side can be heard 32 metres away on the other.

Vladimir: I guess if this place is called “The Galleries” there is more than one gallery.

Richard: There is not only one gallery in the Dome. 378 steps up is the Stone Gallery and if you climb 530 steps you will get to the Golden Gallery which offers panoramic view across London.

OK, now it is time to go to a gift shop and a café. The tourists love to buy the books, cards, souvenirs reflecting the beauty of the Cathedral. At the café we can have a snack- buy a sandwich or a cup of tea. It is a good idea to have a short rest here before we go on to the Crypt.

Anna: Where?

Richard: The Crypt - the basement of the Cathedral. Many important persons and national heroes are commemorated here: you will see the monuments to the army officers Nelson and Wellington, Lawrence of Arabia, the prime minister of the UK Winston Churchill and Florence Nightingale – the woman who founded the first nursing school in England. There is also the memorial to William Turner, one of the greatest painters of the 19th century.

Denis: If I am not mistakes, Christopher Wren, the architect who designed the Cathedral, is also buried here.

Richard: Yes, we will stop at his grave. It is very simple, there is no monument but the plate on the gravestone says: “If you look for a monument, just look around”.

Denis: Yes, the whole Cathedral is a true memorial to this talented architect.

Vocabulary

Landmark знак, символ
Service (здесь) богослужение
Nave неф (центральная часть церкви)

Glittering блестящий

Golden Jubilee золотой юбилей (50 лет правления Монарха). В истории Великобритании эта дата отмечалась только два раза: в 1887 отмечалось 50летие коронации королевы Виктории, а в 2002 свой Золотой Юбилей отпраздновала Елизавета II.

Dome купол

Crypt крипта (склеп)

Comment

The famous people mentioned in the text:

William Turner – Уильям Тернер (1775-1851) a famous English painter, renowned for his dramatic treatment of natural light.

Christopher Wren – Кристофер Рен (1632-1723) a famous English architect. Apart from St.Paul’s Cathedral he designed the Royal Observatory in Greenwich, and Chelsea Royal Hospital (London).

Florence Nightingale – Флоренс Найтингейл (1820-1910) a British nurse and hospital reformer who became internationally known as the founder of modern nursing. The nursing was considered low-grade unskilled labor, thanks to her efforts it became a respected profession.

Winston Churchill – Уинстон Черчиль (1874-1965) a famous British politician and prime minister of the United Kingdom (1940-1945, 1951-1955), widely regarded as the greatest British leader of the 20th century. 

Admiral Horatio Nelson –Адмирал Горацио Нельсон (1758 –1805) a British admiral famous for his participation in the Napoleonic Wars, most notably in the Battle of Trafalgar, where he lost his life. He became the greatest naval hero in the history of the United Kingdom. He is honoured with Nelson's Column, which stands in Trafalgar Square.

Duke of Wellington – Герцог Веллингтон (1769 –1852) a British soldier and statesman, widely considered one of the leading military and political figures of the 19th century.

Lawrence of Arabia – Лоренс Аравийский (1888-1935) a British adventurer, soldier, and spy. In 1914 Lawrence was sent to Saudi Arabia where he worked among the Arabs in revolt against Ottoman rule and became their military adviser.

Ex. 1 Choose the best answer

St.Paul’s Cathedral is the place of many celebrations because:

i. it is the largest church in the UK

ii. it is the official church of the Monarch

iii. the Cathedral is the main Church of London

iv. it is just a tradition to celebrate all important events here

Ex. 2 Answer these questions briefly

a. How many times has the Cathedral been rebuilt?

b. Who designed the Cathedral?

c. How many galleries does the Cathedral have?

Ex. 3 Answer these questions using the information from the text:

a. Why do people like to go the Whisper Gallery?

b. What can you see on the wall of the Nave?

c. Why is there no monument to Christopher Wren?

Ex. 4 Make a short presentation of St.Paul’s Cathedral to your friends. Tell them about its history. Your report should contain the answers to the following questions:

a. When was the first Cathedral on this spot built?

b. When was the present Cathedral completed?

c. Is St.Paul’s Cathedral important to the British?

Gather the information from the text about the famous people who are commemorated at the Cathedral and complete these sentences:

At least three famous military figures are buried at St.Paul’s. They are: ….

One of the most famous politicians in the history of Britain is commemorated here: …

This woman was just a nurse but today you can see her grave at St.Paul’s and her portrait is on the reverse side of the British banknotes: …

He was a famous painter in his lifetime and decorated the Cathedral with his paintings …

Ex. 5 Make true sentences:

	1. All monuments and memorials are …

2. To go to the galleries you should …

3. Near the Nave there is …

4. If you want to have a souvenir that will remind you about your visit to the Cathedral …
	a. go to the gift shop that is at the end of the Nave

b. a small café where you can rest a little

c. ascend to the Dome

d. in the Crypt, below the Cathedral


Ex. 6 Translate these sentences into English

Собор Св.Павла – один из символов Лондона. Здание огромно и внутри очень много интересного. Перед тем как войти, выключите свои телефоны! В центральной части собора мы увидели красивейшие фрески и статуи видных деятелей церкви прошлого. Затем мы поднялись наверх, в купол собора. Там находятся знаменитые галереи. Среди них самая известная «галерея шепота». После мы провели немного времени в магазине сувениров. Я купил книгу о истории собора..

2. Buckingham Palace

Richard: Now we are moving down the Mall, at the end of this street there is   Buckingham Palace – the official London residence of the British Monarch. The palace has 600 rooms and stands on a 20 hectare patch of land. 

Vladimir: How did it get its name? 

Richard: The palace was built by the Duke of Buckingham in 1705, hence, the name of the building. Originally it was not intended to become the Royal residence. For centuries the Monarch lived first in Westminster Palace and then in St.James Palace where he moved after the Palace of Westminster was damaged by fire. In 1762 George III bought the Palace from the Duke and presented it to his wife. This way the Palace became the property of the Royal Family but only in the second half of the 19th century, when Queen Victoria was on the throne, Buckingham Palace was turned into the residence of the Monarch. The Queen moved to Buckingham Palace for practical reason: she decided that St.James Palace was too small for her family – she had eight children. Since then practically all British kings and queens have lived and worked in Buckingham Palace.

 The Monarchs of the reigning dynasty - the Windsors - continue to use the Palace as their working place.

Denis: But the Monarchs no longer live here, do they?

Richard: No, they do not. The real home of the Sovereign is Windsor Castle, which lies on the outskirts of London.

Today Buckingham Palace is a very busy place. Several hundred people work here, helping the Monarch run the country. Hundreds of people daily come to the Palace to see the Sovereign on various matters, lots of important meetings, receptions and ceremonies take place here.

In 1994 the Queen Elizabeth II opened the Palace to the public. You can visit Buckingham Palace in August and September when the Monarch traditionally goes on holiday. During these two months the Palace receives about 8000 visitors a day.

Anna: We are lucky to be here in August. We will be able to go on the tour of the Palace. By the way, what is this monument in front of the Palace Gates?

Richard: The Victoria Memorial, a statue of Queen Victoria.  Now let’s enter the building.

First we see the State Rooms: they are furnished with the greatest treasures from the Royal Collection - paintings by Rembrandt, Rubens, Vermeer; sculpture by Canova and Chantrey; exquisite examples of porcelain; the finest English and French furniture in the world.   

Although Buckingham Palace is furnished and decorated with priceless works of art in the world today, it is not an art gallery. 

The State Rooms are used regularly by the Monarch and members of the Royal Family for various official ceremonies. 

Vladimir: And this is the Throne Room. I must say it is rather difficult to imagine a king or a queen sitting nowadays on the throne like in a movie. 

Richard: In the Throne Room the Monarch receives all important visitors like the Heads of the foreign states. Actually this room is not used very often. 

Now we are at Ballroom that is 36 m long and 18m wide and 13 m high. It is the largest room in Buckingham Palace. It was opened in 1856 with a ball to celebrate the end of the Crimean War.

When a foreign president comes to the UK on the official visit there is always the State Dinner in his/her honour held in this room.

From the Ballroom we can go to the West Gallery decorated with amazing frescoes and paintings. The Gallery overlooks the gardens that surround the Palace.

We must see the State Dining Room too. Many distinguished people have dined in this room including lots of presidents and prime ministers. A lot of banquets are held here throughout the year.

Valentina: It was very interesting! This Palace is fantastic!

Richard: Our tour is not over yet. There is something to see outside Buckingham Palace: the Changing of the Guard. This magnificent ceremony takes place in front of the palace every day from April to September.

Vocabulary

Porcelain фарфор
State Rooms Парадные Комнаты
Throne Room Тронный Зал

Ballroom Танцевальный Зал

State Dining Room Парадная Столовая
Comment

Crimean War – Крымская Война (1853-1856) a military conflict between Russia and a coalition of Great Britain, France, and the Ottoman Empire (now Turkey); it was a turning point in the political history of Europe..

Ex. 1 Choose the best answer:

How did the Palace of Buckingham become the residence of the Monarch?

i. The King ordered to built it

ii. The King bought it from the Duke of Buckingham

iii. The Duke of Buckingham presented the Palace to the King

iv. Queen Victoria bought the Palace from the Dukes of Buckingham.

Ex. 2 Answer these questions briefly

a. What is the largest room in the Palace?

b. How many rooms are there in the Palace?

c. When can you visit the Palace?

Ex. 3 Answer these questions using the information from the text

a. Why is there the memorial to the Queen Victoria in front of the Palace?

b. Was the Palace open to the public in the early 20th century?

c. What ceremony takes place in front of the Palace daily?

Ex. 4 Match the names of the State Rooms and the purposes they serve

	1. The Throne Room

2. The Ballroom

3. The State Dining Room
	a. the banquets on various occasions

b. the State Dinner when a Head of another country comes to Britain

c. the official welcome of the Head of a foreign country to the UK


Ex. 5 Express your opinion: is Buckingham Palace worth visiting? Why?

3.The Houses of Parliament (The Palace of Westminster)

Richard: The Palace of Westminster is nearly 1000 years old although it was reconstructed, enlarged and redesigned many times and today’s palace dates mostly from the 19th century. For a long period of time the Palace of Westminster was the home of the Monarch. It was in 1512 that a great fire seriously damaged the Palace and the king Henry VIII decided to leave it and move to another palace.

Anna: Yes, you have just told us about it…the king moved to…oh, I have forgotten…

Richard: St.James Palace and then to Buckingham, but now we are talking about Westminster. Since the 16th century the palace has served as the home of the British Parliament. 

Vladimir: So, this is where the House of Commons and the House of Lords work.

Richard: Yes, two chambers of the British Parliament are here, all laws are passed and all important political and social questions are discussed in this building. This is where the Monarch of the UK reads his/her special speech to the Government and the nation once a year.

Valentina: Is the Palace open to the public?

Richard: Yes, we can enter it and see some very interesting historic rooms and halls. Now, when we are inside the building, look at the ceiling of the main hall. You see the three colours of Parliament – gold that symbolizes the Monarchy, red – the symbol of the House of Lords and green – the symbol of the House of Commons. The building is divided in three parts according to these colours.. On our tour we will first pass through the royal part of the palace, the part of the House of Lords and the House of Commons.

First, the Robing Hall. In this room the Monarch receives the Imperial State Crown which is placed on his/her head just before he/she walks though the corridor to the House of Lords to read his annual address.

Denis: This Crown is usually kept in the Tower.

Richard: Yes, it is used only once a year. The Monarch wears it during the opening Parliament.
This rooms lead us to the Royal Gallery where there are Royal portraits. These are kings and queens from the ancient times till nowadays. And these two large paintings show the scenes from the battles which were fought against the French in the 19th century- the Battle of Trafalgar and the Battle of Waterloo.

Now we are going to the House of Lords.

Denis: This part of the palace does not seem very old.

Richard: It is not very old because in the Second World War the palace was bombed and this part of it was rebuilt in the 1950s. 
The Lords sit on the red benches and the Lord Chancellor who is the head of the House sit at the end of the hall on the big red divan.

Vladimir: It is often called “the woolsack”, is not it?

Richard: Yes, many years ago, he really sat on the woolsack, it was used as the symbol of the prosperity of England but today it is just a divan. And here is the House of Commons.

Anna: The prevailing colour here is green.

Richard: As you see the members of the Parliament sit on the green benches.

Valentina: And the Lord Chancellor sits on the green divan, does not he?

Richard: No, he does not. There is no the Lord Chancellor. The head of the House is the Speaker and he sits on the green chair. 

Well, our tour is ending here.

Anna: And what about Big Ben? This famous clock is also a part of the Palace.

Richard: Yes, but Big Ben is actually the name of
the bell, not the clock or the tower. This clock strikes every 15 minutes and it is the most famous public clock in the world.

Vocabulary
House of Commons Палата Общин (нижняя палата Британского Парламента)

House of Lords Палата Лордов (верхняя палата Британского Парламента)

The Imperial State Crown Государственная Императорская Корона, хранится в Тауэрском музее, используется только один раз в год: Монарх носит корону во время торжественного прохода по Вестминстерскому Дворцу, прежде чем зачитать традиционное послание к правительству. Как правило, это происходит во время открытия очередной сессии Парламента

Lord Chancellor Лорд Канцлер

Woolsack мешок с шерстью
Comment

The Battle of Waterloo – Битва при Ватерлоо (June 18, 1815) – Napoleon’s last battle when he fought against the allied forces of Britain (under the Duke of Wellington) and Prussia.

The Battle of Trafalgar – Трафальгарская Битва (21 October 1805) a very important event in the war of Britain against Spain. It was one of the most significant naval battles in history. A Royal Navy fleet of 27 ships under Admiral Nelson destroyed an allied French and Spanish fleet of 33 ships near Cape Trafalgar. The French and Spanish lost 22 ships; the British none. 

Ex. 1 Choose the best answer:

Why did the king vacate the Palace?

i. Parliament needed a place and threw the king out

ii. The King did not like the Palace

iii. The King never lived in this Palace, it was built specially for Parliament

iv. The Palace was damaged by fire

Ex. 2 Answer these questions briefly:

a. How many times a year does the Monarch read a special speech to the nation?

b. How many parts does the Palace consist of?

c. “Big Ben” is not the name of the clock, is it?

Ex. 3 Answer these questions using the information from the text:

a. What can you see in the main hall of the Palace?

b. Is the Royal Crown kept at the Palace?

c. Which two famous battles are commemorated in the paintings you can see at the Royal Apartments of Westminster?

d. Why did the House of Lords have to be reconstructed in the 1950s?

Ex. 4 Tell your groupmates what you have learned about the Palace of Westminster. Answer these questions:

a. What can you see at the House of Lords?

b. What is there to see at the House of Commons?

c. Who is the head of the House of Commons?

d. What is Big Ben?

e. What are the official colours of the Houses of British Parliament?

Ex. 5 Make up a dialogue about the Palace of Westminster. Base it on the text you have read. Ask and answer the questions about the history of the Palace, the sights you can see there.

Ex. 6 Translate these sentences into Russian

Вестминстерский Дворец – место, где заседает Британский Парламент. Экскурсия по Дворцу была очень интересной. Во-первых, мы посетили Королевскую Галерею, где увидели портреты всех британских монархов. Дворец разделен на три части: Королевские Комнаты, Палата Лордов и Палата Общин. У каждой части дворца есть свой традиционный цвет. Например, традиционный цвет Палаты Лордов – красный. Члены палаты сидят на красных скамьях, а глава палаты – Лорд Канцлер – сидит на красном диване.

4. Stonehenge
Richard: The first destination on our list is Salisbury Plane in south – western England. We are going to see Stonehenge.
Valentina: My God, is it all there is to see!!

Richard: You are not the only one who says these words. Many people feel the same when they arrive here. Really, on the one hand Stonehenge is nothing more than a circle of large stones that dramatically dominate rather bleak landscape.

But on the other hand, it is a prehistoric monument that dates from the late Stone Age. It is the largest, the most famous and important megalithic monument in Europe.

Denis: What was it built for?

Richard: We do not know its precise purpose, there are hundreds of theories, thousands of myths about its origins and possible ways in which it could be used. Some say (and some do not agree with them) that Stonehenge was a tribal gathering place. The other widely known theory suggests that it was a religious centre and it was connected with astronomical observations.

Anna: I think it was a very difficult task to erect these huge stones here.

Richard: Stonehenge is made up of large sandstone blocks (each is 4 m high) that form a circle 33 m in diameter.

Vladimir: You said it is prehistoric.

Richard: Stonehenge was built around 2200 BC. The scientists believe that all 82 sandstones were transported from Wales.

Denis: What? But Wales is very far from here. Why did these people move these large stones from Wales to this plain? How did they do it? Why?

Richard: It is a good question. Very little is known about this people but we can assume that it had good trade connections and settled in this region about 1600 BC. The archaeologists found numerous burials around the monument. The graves were very rich and contained many precious objects.

When the Romans occupied Britain, they took little interest in Stonehenge but tore down some stones. The chronicles say that two stones fell in January 1797, and another stone fell in 1900. In 1958 these stones were raised to give the monument the appearance that it had during the Roman occupation of Britain. 

Valentina: Why was Stonehenge built?

Richard: I wish I knew. May be people used it to predict the summer and winter solstices, the equinoxes and eclipses of the sun and moon. 

Denis: So, Stonehenge is a prehistoric calendar.

Richard: Perhaps it was the gathering place for religious ceremonies connected with the sun and moon. We can say no more. The science stops here but fantasy begins to take off. Some say that the stones possess magical power and can cure any disease, and some believe that this structure was erected by the beings from the space.

Today tourists from all over the world wander among these giant stones, take pictures of them and try to imagine that Stonehenge had been here long before the pyramids in Egypt were built.

Vocabulary

Bleak унылый
Sandstone песчаник
BC (англ. Before Christ) до нашей эры

Solstice день солнцестояние

Equinox день равноденствие
Eclipse затмение
Ex. 1 Choose the best answer:

What is the precise purpose of Stonehenge?

i. It was a prehistoric calendar

ii. It was a burial place

iii. We do not know

iv. It was used as an observatory

Ex. 2 Answer these questions briefly

a. Where does Stonehenge stand?

b. How old is it?

c. How many stones does Stonehenge consist of?

d. In what form is the stones arranged?

Ex. 3 Answer these questions using the information from the text

a. Were the people who built Stonehenge rich?

b. What astronomical events might Stonehenge be connected with? 

c. What are the most popular theories about the origins and purposes of Stonehenge?

d. Why is Stonehenge so famous and important?

Ex. 4 Put these events in the chronological order

a. Two stones fall down.

b. All fallen stones are raised to make Stonehenge look like it was 2 000 years ago.

c. The Romans arrive in Britain and tear down several stones.

d. The first people appear on Salisbury Plain.

e. The Stonehenge is constructed.

Ex. 5 If you could go to England, would you like to see Stonehenge? Why (not)?

5. Handrian’s Wall

Vladimir: Another ancient monument. This time it is not prehistoric and, well, at least I know something about it. In 55 BC the Roman Emperor Julius Caesar undertook his first attempt to invade Britain. Of course at that time there was not any country on the British Isles, they were inhabited by many Celtic tribes, some had common language and culture.

Richard: Yes, Caesar found Britain to be “a nice land with forests and marshes, filled with a great number of men and cattle" as his historians wrote. He defeated some local tribes on the southern coast of Britain and thus began the Roman occupation of Britain. 

Other Roman Emperors continued to drive off the natives from their territory and establish settlements and fortresses. In 79 AD the present day England and Wales were under control, but the far North remained a serious problem. Many times the Romans tried to invade the present day Scotland but they failed. The peoples who inhabited Scotland were fiercely resistant and independent.

Denis: And the Romans decided to build this wall to mark the end of their territory and protect it from the Scots, I guess.

Richard: Yes…

Denis: But why is it called Hadrian’s Wall? 
Vladimir: Hadrian was a Roman Emperor. He decided to build this wall.

Richard: That is right. By 117 AD the Roman Empire had already ceased to expand and the biggest problem was to control its borders. In 122 AD Hadrian visited Britain and ordered to build a wall to (as he said) “separate Romans from Barbarians". 

Vladimir: I read that the wall was built by slaves.

Richard: It is not true. The historians say that constructing the wall was a way to keep Roman legionaries busy. There was not very much to do in Britain those days, and the Roman soldiers needed exercise to keep fit and spend their free time in some way.

Anna: You mean they built the wall just to have some fun.

Richard: Well, to some extent, yes… It took the soldiers six years to build the wall. The wall stretched for 117 km across the country. It was 3 m thick and about 4 m high. Many fortresses were built at regular intervals along the wall to patrol the territory. Hadrian's Wall was attacked by the hostile people from the North three times: in 180, 297, and 367 AD and was finally abandoned in about 400 AD. Some parts of the wall still stand today and we see them as the greatest monuments to the power of the Roman Empire.

There are also the remains of the Roman forts and houses that we can see. They can help you take a look at what life was like in Britain 2000 years ago.

The city of Carlisle was one the Roman’s strongholds. Today we can see a well preserved Roman fort there that is almost 2 000 years old and is a museum now. 
Vocabulary

Celtic кельтский
Marsh болото
AD (латин. Anno Domini) наша эра
Barbarians варвары
Slave раб

To keep fit поддерживать форму

Ex. 1 Choose the best answer

Why was the wall built?

i. To protect the Scots from the Romans

ii. To protect the Romans from the Scots

iii. To mark the border of the Roman Empire

iv. To keep the Romnas soldiers busy

Ex. 2 Give brief answers to these questions

a. How long was the wall?

b. Was the wall high and thick?

c. How many times did the tribes from the North attack the wall?

d. How long did it take to build the wall?

Ex. 3 Give answers to the these questions using the information from the text

a. Why did the Romans have difficulty invading the northern part of Britain?

b. Why did the Roman Emperor like Britain?

c. How did the soldiers patrol the territory along the wall?

Ex. 4 Put these sentences in the chronological order

a. England and Wales are completely under control.

b. The Romans undertake the first attempt to invade Britain.

c. The wall is completed.

d. The wall is abandoned.

e. The Roman Emperor visits Britain.

f. The wall is attacked for the first time.

Ex. 5 Say who…

a. was the Roman Emperor in 55 BC

b. was the Roman Emperor in 122 AD

c. attacked the wall from the North

Ex. 6 Translate these sentences into Russian

Римляне прибыли в Британию еще в 55 до .н.э. Римские войска изгоняли племена Кельтов с их земель и строили свои поселения и крепости. Спустя пару столетий вся территория современной Англии была под контролем Римской Империи. Но Римляне так и не смогли завоевать север Британии. Чтобы защититься от воинственных северных народов, они построили стену, которая обозначала границу Римской Империи. Стена была более 100 километров в длину и несколько метров в высоту. Сейчас в Великобритании можно увидеть остатки этой стены и развалины римских крепостей, которым почти 2000 лет.

6. Brighton


Anna: I often wonder where the British go on holiday?

Richard: If we exempt such popular destinations in Europe as France and Italy, to Brighton! No two ways about it.

Brighton is the most enchanting and interesting seaside city in the UK. 

Valentina: What is it famous for?

Richard: Brighton is a seaside town famous for its cosmopolitan culture and friendly attitude. For many centuries the people in the UK call Brighton “a pleasure place”. To visit Britain and not to spend some days in Brighton is like visiting Moscow without seeing the Kremlin.

Denis: But why is it so popular?

Richard: The story of Brighton success began in 1783 when the King George IV visited this place and simply loved it. He wanted to spend every summer in Brighton and decided to build his residence here.

It took the Royal Family 30 years and cost 500 000 pounds (a fantastic sum in the 18th century) to make the King’s dream come true.

Anna: So you say there is the Royal Palace in Brighton.

Richard: Quite famous Palace, but officially it is called The Royal Pavilion. It is very difficult to describe this place. The most often used words are: “It is British answer to the Taj Mahal”. The Royal Pavilion is a wonderful mixture of domes and minarets, the extraordinary blend of Indian architecture and Chinese style.

George IV personally made all drafts of the palace and hired the best architects and painters in Britain to work on the project.

Denis: Why did he choose such a strange style? I think he visited some Oriental country and was inspired by its culture.

Richard: It is a great riddle because George IV never visited any Oriental country, indeed, he went abroad only once and it was Germany. 

When the Palace was completed, the King was very happy but some of his subjects were upset. One famous writer wrote: "This Palace is an absurd waste of money, and will be a ruin in 50 years". Well, he was wrong.

As soon as George IV made Brighton his summer residence, the city immediately became very popular. Everybody wanted to live where the King and his court were. It was very fashionable to spend your holiday in Brighton and it still is.

Valentina: I think in Brighton we should find time to visit the Pavilion in the first place.

Richard: Sure, this most extraordinary palace in Europe is visited by 400 000 people every year. 

The tour of the Royal Pavilion is a journey to the universe of wonderful creatures: the Chinese dragons, symbolizing good fortune, adorn the building, the dazzling Music Room with paintings and frescoes showing nymphs and elves, and the Banquet Room with unique handmade furniture.

Anna: I would like walk down the streets of Brighton and just look around.

Richard: Why not? It will be very interesting, Brighton is full of cafés, restaurants, cosy pubs and nightclubs. Sooner or later you will arrive to Artistic Quarter because all streets lead there. You can buy incredible things there: from paintings to rare examples of ancient handmade furniture, fine examples of wooden kitchenware - perfect souvenirs!

Denis: Where can we spend the evening in Brighton?

Richard: Two most famous British dance music clubs are in Brighton, they are the Honey Club and the Audio. You definitely should visit them. 

It is a pity we come to Brighton in August, perhaps, the best time to visit Brighton is in May when the Brighton Festival – the biggest art festival in the UK - takes place here. Thousands of musicians, theatre companies from all over the world perform in Brighton every May.

There are all kinds of watersports to try and you can hire a boat and enjoy sailing or waterskiing, surfing or play tennis, basketball on the beach.

Brighton also has several popular language schools: every summer thousands of young students from all over Europe gather in the city to study English.

Vocabulary

Draft план, чертеж
Subject подданный
To adorn украшать

Kitchenware кухонные принадлежности

Comment

Taj Mahal – Тадж Махал - a mausoleum in Agra, India, regarded as one of the most beautiful buildings in the world. The emperor Shah Jahan built it in memory of his wife who died in 1631.

The white marble mausoleum stands on the bank of the Yamuna River, and it is composed of four facades, each containing a large central arch. A large dome, over 73 m tall, rises over the center.

Ex. 1 Choose the best answer

Why did Brighton become very fashionable?

1. The King made it his summer residence.

2. The weather in Brighton was very good.

3. It was the only seaside city in Britain.

4. There were many places of interest there.

Ex. 2 Give brief answers to these questions:

a. How long did it take to build the Royal Pavilion?

b. Was the king satisfied with his Palace?

c. How many tourists visit the Royal Pavilion every year?

Ex. 3 Answer these questions using the information from the text

a. Why is the Royal Pavilion compared to Taj Mahal?

b. Why is Artistic Quarter worth visiting?

c. Why are there a lot of young people in Brighton every summer?

Ex. 4 Tell your groupmates about the Royal Pavilion: its history, architecture, its significance as the tourist attraction.

Ex. 5 Complete the sentences

a. Most British prefer to spend their holidays abroad, especially, in … but if they stay at home, they … since it is the most popular … .

b. To spend every summer in Brighton George IV decided … . Although the construction of the Palace lasted for nearly … today the Royal Pavilion is … by … .

c. … is the best place to buy souvenirs in Brighton, and it is easy to get there because … .

d. … takes place in Brighton every May. Lots of … and … from different countries … .

e. Among other interesting places you can find here, two most famous … are in Brighton.

f. Many holidaymakers like to practise various watersports such as …

g. … to study English because there are many …

Ex. 6 Ask your friends if they would like to visit Brighton. What would they do there? Where would they go?

7. Stratford upon Avon

Richard: Stratford is a small town with a population of only 20 000, but every year hundreds of thousands of tourists from all countries come here because it is the birthplace of William Shakespeare – the greatest writer in history.

Everything is Stratford is connected with Shakespeare and the tourist industry is practically the only source of income for the city – a very good income, by the way!

Vladimir: If there were no Shakespeare, the people of Stratford upon Avon should have made him. How old is Stratford?

Richard: Stratford is ancient, there has been a fishing village on this site for almost 1000 years. Now people come here to visit several places associated with Shakespeare, enjoy the performance at the local theatre and spend a couple of days in the idyllic countryside.

Anna: I would not say it is very idyllic with these crowds of tourists…

Richard: I think the first and best thing to do now is to drop at one of the local restaurants, relax after our trip and have a snack. Besides, we can taste both international and traditional British cuisines here.

Now it is time to look around. The most famous place in Stratford (and may be one of the most famous places in the world) is the house where Shakespeare was born and spent his childhood. The house belonged to William Shakespeare's father John, who was a successful businessman. It is known from church records that William Shakespeare was born in 1564. The building remained in the hands of Shakespeare's descendants until the 19th century, when it was bought by the Shakespeare Birthday Committee. The house was restored to its original design.

Denis: What does it mean?

Richard: The house was originally made of oak timber from the nearby forest. Much of the original oak beams and fireplaces are still in the house and it is furnished with the 16th century furniture. 

Before we enter the house we go through the Visitors' Centre which has a very good exhibition about Shakespeare's life.  

Another interesting house is in Chapel Street – this is the house in which Shakespeare spent his last years. He bought this building in 1597 when he already was a famous and rich playwright.

Valentina: The house is bigger than the one we have seen. And it is made of brick.

Richard: At that time it was the only building in Stratford made of brick. Today it may look rather simple but by the 16th century standards it was an impressive house with a courtyard, a garden and a balcony. In this house Shakespeare died in 1616. Now it is a home to Stratford's local history museum, which traces Stratford's history from the earliest settlers to the time when Shakespeare was alive. 

If you are tired of museums, it is time to go to the theatre! Stratford is a home to the Royal Shakespeare Theatre. It was founded in 1960 and today the best actors and directors from various countries work here on Shakespeare’s best plays. The highest honour for any actor or director is to be invited to work in Stratford. The theatre occupies three buildings and has the largest stage in the world.

Denis: I am sorry but I do not feel like going to the theatre.

Richard: We will visit the Dirty Duck bar that is right across the street from the theatre. There is an exhibition of signed photos of all famous actors who worked in Stratford. It is also a good place to have a cup of coffee.

We will stay overnight in Stratford and continue our journey tomorrow. The town has several very good hotels, all with the 16th century design. You can imagine that you sleep in a real medieval house.

Valentina: There is one question which I have always wanted to know. Shakespeare spent his childhood and youth here, he died in Stratford but practically all his adult life he lived and worked in London but his wife never left Stratford. Why?

Richard: We know very little about Shakespeare’s private life. Some historians suggest that his marriage was not very happy. That is all I can say.

Vocabulary

Income доход
To drop at заглянуть, нанести визит
Descendant потомок
Oak дуб
Beams стропила
Brick кирпич
Ex. 1 Say whether these sentences are true or false and give the phrases from the text that indicate this.

a. Stratford upon Avon is small but receives lots of tourists annually.

b. The house in which Shakespeare was born does not look today like it was in his lifetime.

c. Shakespeare’s birthplace is still owned by his family.

d. When Shakespeare became rich he bought the only house in the town that was made of brick.

e. When you enter the house in Chapel Street, you go through the hall with the exhibition about Shakespeare’s life. 

f. The Royal Shakespeare Theatre in Stratford was founded by Shakespeare himself.

Ex. 2 Tell your groupmates about the Royal Shakespeare Theatre. What is it famous for?

Ex. 3 Replace the pronouns with the words from the text

a. It houses the local history museum of Stratford.

b. It occupies three buildings in the town.

c. The signed photos of famous actors are on display here.

Ex. 4 Complete the sentences

a. Shakespeare’s father was …, when William was a boy, he spent his childhood in a house made of … . In the 19th century the house was … by … and restored to its … .

b. The Birthplace Museum has an interesting exhibition about …, which you can view as you enter … .

c. … is opposite the Royal Shakespeare Theatre and famous for its … .

d. Stratford receives as many tourists as London although it is … .

e. If you want to spend a night in Stratford, there are … all with …, the tourists like to imagine they … .

f. Although Shakespeare is the most famous writer is history, … about his private life. 

Ex. 5 Read and translate this text. Answer the question:

Judging by this accident what kind of people are the Stratfordians? What can you say about them and their attitude towards their famous fellow townsman Shakespeare? 

Why is there no man with surname Gastrell in Stratford?

In the 18th century there lived a man in Stratford named Francis Gastrell. He happened to own a small house with a garden in which according to the local legend Shakespeare spent several days. The same legend says that the famous writer planted a tree in the garden which was still growing at that time. Gastrell was always upset about the constant stream of travellers who wanted to see the house and the tree. One night he, in wild fury, logged the tree and by morning all that remained was a pile of logs. The Stratford inhabitants were very angry and smashed Gastrell's windows with stones. Some months later land tax was increased and Gastrell went crazy about it. He set his house on fire. The historical building burnt down to the ground. A group of Stratfordians attacked Gastrell and tried to kill him. He managed to escape, left the town and never returned. The Mayor of Stratford passed the law banning anyone of the same name from living in Stratford forever. This law is still active. If someone with this surname wants to buy a property in Stratford and become a local resident, he/she must change their surname first.   

Ex. 6 Translate these sentences into English

Стратфорд – на – Эйвоне – маленький город, но он известен во всем мире. Ведь в этом городе родился Уильям Шекспир. Сегодня тысячи туристов посещают этот город, чтобы увидеть дом, где великий драматург провел детство. В городе есть так же местный музей, в котором вы можете узнать все о истории Стратфорда. Самый известный театр в Великобритании тоже находится здесь. Это Королевский Шекспировский Театр. Работать здесь – честь для любого актера и режиссера. Напротив театра расположен паб Dirty Duck, где можно увидеть фотографии с автографами всех знаменитых актеров, которые работали в Стратфорде. 
8. Cambridge
Cambridge is the second oldest university in the UK after the University of Oxford.

Your visit to Cambridge will be a very interesting experience you will walk around this quiet place and feel a sense of peace and scholarship.
Here you will feel the past, the present and the future at the same time. The story of the University goes back to 1209 when several hundred students and scholars arrived in the little town of Cam​bridge after they had left Oxford. These students and their teachers had to go away from Oxford after a strange accident, a skirmish which left one person killed. The Mayor of Oxford arrested three students and they were sentenced to death. In protest their friends rioted and many of them decided to move to another place. Some teachers supported them and this way the University of Cambridge came into being.

Today Cambridge is a system of faculties, departments, and 31 colleges which are separated from one another but are all parts of one institution of higher education.

The Colleges stand on the banks of the river Cam. If you go through a college gate you will find yourself in a square the size of which varies from college to col​lege. The square is surrounded by the halls of residence where the students live and the lecture halls where they study. There is also a small church – practically every college has its own patron saint - a library and a dining-hall. Since in Britain Church is not separated from the State, religion plays an important role in the system of education. There is a special service in church every Sunday – the attendance is compulsory for all students.

The most famous scientist who worked and taught at Cambridge is undoubtedly Isaac Newton. Among famous graduates of Cambridge are: the leader of the English Revolution Oliver Cromwell, the poet John Milton; the scientist and creator of the evolutionary theory Charles Darwin. Besides, all kings of the reigning Windsor dynasty studied at Cambridge: Edward VII and George VI. Charles, Prince of Wales and heir to the throne of the United Kingdom, graduated from Cambridge in 1970.

At present there are about 11 000 students at Cambridge.

In Cambridge you can visit very interesting places:

- Fitzwilliam Museum, founded in 1816, houses a brilliant collection of archaeological objects. 

- Sedgwick Museum of Geology

- Scott Polar Research Institute – named after Captain Scott who undertook several expeditions to the South Pole..

And do not forget to visit King's College Church, a 15th-century building, famous for the beauty of its architecture.

All in all, to visit Cambridge is very interesting, exciting and mind-broadening!

Vocabulary

Scholarship учеба
Skirmish схватка
To sentence приговорить
Hall of residence общежитие
Patron saint святой покровитель
Comment

John Milton –Джон Милтон (1608 – 1674) an English poet, best-known for his epic poem Paradise Lost (Потерянный Рай). Milton is the most widely studied English poet.

Oliver Cromwell – Оливер Кромвель (1599 – 1658) an English military leader and politician. He commanded the army in the war against the British monarchy and was the ruler of England, Scotland, and Ireland from December 16, 1653 until his death. After the Restoration of the Monarchy in 1660 his body was exhumed and hanged.

Captain Robert Scott – Роберт Скот (1868-1912) a British officer and explorer of Antarctica.. In 1900 he was placed in command of the National Antarctic Expedition. Scott established a land base in Antarctica and explored the east coast of the continent. He also discovered and named Edward VII Peninsula. 

Ex. 1 Say whether these statements are true or false, give the phrases from the text to indicate it.

a. Cambridge is the oldest university in Britain.

b. Cambridge is consisted of 25 colleges.

c. Every college has its own library and church.

d. Isaac Newton is the most famous scientist who worked at Cambridge.

e. All British kings and queens studied at Cambridge.

f. Cambridge is on the River Thames.

Ex. 2 Replace the pronouns with the information from the text

a. It was built in the 15th century and is famous for its architecture.

b. It has a wonderful collection of geological objects.

c. You can see lots of archaeological items there.

d. Captain Scott – a famous explorer of the South Pole – gave his name to it.

Ex. 3 Tell your friends how the University of Cambridge was founded.

Ex. 4 Complete the sentences

a. When you … you see a small square surrounded by … .

b. The students live in … and in … they study.

c. Every college has its own ….

d. The students should attend church every Sunday because …

e. Cambridge is a quiet place with a sense …

f. Your visit to Cambridge can be very …

9. Oxford

Richard: No matter how deeply you were impressed by Cambridge, Oxford is just fantastic. There is an old saying: “Cambridge is always trying to be like Oxford but it will never be”.

Oxford is the oldest, the most prestigious University of the Western civilization.

Denis: And where is exactly the University itself?

Richard: When tourists come here for the first time, they always ask this question. There are currently 39 colleges that make up the University of Oxford. Like in Cambridge, every college here is an independent institute of higher education but put together they are referred to as The University of Oxford. It would be right to say that the whole city with all buildings, streets, shops is the university itself.

For almost 900 years the University of Oxford has been teaching both British students and foreigners. There are more rules and traditions in Oxford than you can imagine.

Anna: What will we see here?

Richard: The best way to see all interesting places in the city is to take a walk down Broad Street – the central street of Oxford. With every step you plunge deeply into history. A short stroll takes us past the Observatory where an astronomer Edmund Halley discovered his comet, the library where Christopher Wren drew his plans for St.Pauls’s Cathedral, the pub where a teacher of English literature J.R.R. Tolkien liked to take a glass of beer after work and wrote his famous trilogy “The lord of the rings”. And right opposite it there is another pub where Tolkien’s fellow C.S.Lewis passed his free time and worked on his books about Narnia. 

Denis: What is that tall building with a large dome? It looks like church.

Richard: This is the library where a young mathematician Lewis Carroll started to write his thesis “The formulae of trigonometry” but it was so boring that he wrote a children’s tale instead “Alice’s adventures in wonderland”. 

Remember when you walk down this street, you follow in the footsteps of dozens of famous people who taught or studied here: Adam Smith, Jonathan Swift, Oscar Wilde, Graham Greene, T.S.Eliot, Percy Shelley, Indira Gandhi, Margaret Thatcher, Bill Clinton to name just a few.

Vladimir: Amazing! When did it all begin? I mean when was the University founded?

Richard: The history of Oxford began in the early 12th century. Before that there was not any institute of higher education in England and everybody who wanted to study went to Europe, usually to France. When the English king Henry II quarreled with the French king, he forbade all English people to study in Paris and they started to gather in Oxford – a small town on the Thames, 88 km from London. 

Today the University has about 17 000 students. Every college here is like a little world with its own dining halls, hostels, church, libraries, pubs, museums and bookshops and even its own jargon. 

Anna: What do you mean by jargon?

Richard: For example, At Christ College the head is called a dean but at Lincoln College he is a rector, at Balliol College they call him a master. At most colleges the teachers are called “fellows” but for some unknown reason they are “students” at Christ College, and elsewhere students are called students but at Merton College they are “postmasters”. 

Valentina: Confusing and strange, I must say.

Richard: Oxford is a mixture of traditions and eccentricity. 

Denis: Can we enter any of the colleges?

Richard: All colleges are open to visitors during summer months, if you enter the central building and take a look around, you will see gorgeous architecture, elegant furniture and you will understand why here in Britain we say: “Oxford is very aristocratic and rich”.

Denis: Yes, I also understand what my friend, who visited Oxford, said: Oxford enjoys the wealth of traditions and the tradition of wealth!

Richard: Oxford has the greatest concentration of historic buildings in the UK – 900 in one square kilometer. We will not be able to see everything there is worth seeing in one day. 

It is very interesting to visit the University Botanic Garden. It was founded in 1621 and is the oldest garden in Britain. The Garden has the largest plant collection in the world – 90 percent of the world’s plant families.

The University Cathedral of St.Mary is the most visited church in England, it receives about 300 000 visitors a year.

The Oxford Central Library – the oldest and the largest library in Europe – has about 7 millions books. The library sprawls across several buildings all of which are masterpieces of architecture.  Some reading rooms have not changed in 500 years. Students and scholars still take an oath not to remove books from the buildings. 

The Museum of Art and Archaeology with fine collections of Eastern and European art and Middle Eastern archaeology, it was founded in 1683.

Vladimir: I would like to start with the museum. Which turn to take?

Richard: You may ask a bulldog.

Anna: What?

Richard: Oh, I have forgotten to mention. Another tradition of Oxford. The police officers are called “bulldogs” here but it is easy to explain. Until 1970 police patrolled the streets of the town accompanied by bulldogs, this practice was abandoned but the nickname still exists.

Anna: Oh…

Vocabulary

“The formulae of trigonometry” «Тригонометрические формулы»
jargon жаргон
to sprawl расползаться
to take an oath давать клятву
Comment

Edmond Halley – Эдмунд Галлей (1656-1742)a British astronomer, who first calculated the orbit of a comet.

John R. R. Tolkien – Джон Р.Р.Толкиен (1892 – 1973) is best known as the author of The Hobbit and its sequel The Lord of the Rings. He was a professor of English language and literature at Oxford from 1945 to 1959. Tolkien was a close friend of C. S. Lewis.

C. S. Lewis – К.С.Льюис (1898 – 1963) - known for his work on medieval literature and for his fiction, especially the children’s series The Chronicles of Narnia. He also taught English literature at Oxford for many years.
Lewis Carroll –Льюис Кэрролл (1832-98) an English author and mathematician, best known for his immortal fantasy Alice's Adventures in Wonderland.
Adam Smith – Адам Смит ( 1723 – 1790) a Scottish political economist and moral philosopher. He attempted to study the development of industry and commerce in Europe. His works helped create the modern academic discipline of economics.

Jonathan Swift – Джонатан Свифт (1667 – 1745) a priest, satirist and poet famous for his work Gulliver's Travels. Swift is probably the foremost prose satirist in the English literature.
Oscar Wilde- Оскар Уайлд (1854 – 1900) a playwright and short story writer. One of the most successful playwrights of the late 19th century. His most famous play: The importance of being earnest (Как важно быть серьезным),  

Graham Greene – Грэм Грин (1904 – 1991) a successful English writer whose books are based on his experience as a spy. For many years Greene worked for the British Intelligence Service in various countries including Russia where he stayed in the 1960s. His detective stories are still very popular.

T. S. Eliot- Т.С.Элиот (1888 – 1965) the most influential poet and literary critic of the 20th century. His works are considered the greatest achievements of the twentieth century modernist poetry. In 1948 he won the Nobel Prize for Literature. 

Percy Shelley –Перси Шелли (1792 – 1822) an English Romantic poet and one of the finest lyric poets.
Margaret Thatcher – Маргарет Тетчер (1925 - 2013) was Prime Minister of the United Kingdom from 1979 to 1990. She was the longest serving British Prime Minister in the 20th century and the first and the only woman in the British history who occupied this position.

Indira Gandhi – Индира Ганди (1917 – 1984) was Prime Minister of India from January 19, 1966 to March 24, 1977, and again from January 14, 1980 until her assassination on October 31, 1984. Indira Gandhi was one of the most influential and controversial political leaders in India.

Bill Clinton –Бил Клинтон (b. 1946) was the 42nd President of the United States, serving from 1993 to 2001.

Ex. 1 Say whether these statements are true or false according to the text

a. The University occupies the territory of the whole city.

b. The University is almost 900 years old.

c. Before the Oxford University was founded the English went to study to Russia.

d. The colleges in Oxford are open to the public all year round.

e. Oxford is a place of luxury and wealth.

f. You will not see a policeman with a bulldog in the streets of Oxford today.

Ex. 2 Replace the pronouns with the words from the text

1. If you want to see the largest plant collection in the world, you will go there.

2. Oxford has the biggest number of them: more than 900.

3. It is the most visited church in England.

4. Founded in 1683 it is famous for its archaeological and art collections

5. It is the largest library in Europe.

Ex. 3 Tell your groupmates about the traditions of Oxford: what do they call teachers and student at different colleges? What nickname do the Oxford policemen have?   

Ex. 4 Imagine that you are a tour guide and showing a group of tourist around Oxford. Tell them:

· what they can see if they enter any college courtyard or building

· what famous buildings and places in Oxford they definitely should visit 

Ex. 5 Translate these sentences into English

Оксфорд – удивительное место. Это смесь эксцентрики и традиций. Университет занимает территорию целого города. Можно сказать, что весь город – это и есть один университет. Здесь самая большая концентрация исторических зданий в стране: 900 на один квадратный километр. Много известных людей учились или работали в Оксфорде: ученые, политики, писатели. Здания университета привлекают внимание своей архитектурой,  а прогулка по улице города – это настоящее путешествие в прошлое. В Оксфорде несколько интересных музеев, огромная библиотека – одна из крупнейших в мире, самый большой ботанический сад и самый старый в мире музей археологии. 

Ex. 6 Read and translate. Answer the question:

What is studying at Oxford like? 

An extract from the diary.

August 25.

Dear Diary,

I entered Oxford! That is amazing. Well, to be precise, I am a first year student at St.Hilda College, it is one of the newest colleges here, it was opened only in 1893 – a trifle in comparison with, say, Balliol College that has been around since 1263! 

Well, enough about trifles. The biggest problem for me is where to live. I can not afford to live in the hostel. It is very expensive. It means I will have to get to Oxford from London by train but it will take me about 2 hours in the morning and two in the evening and it will cost about 30 pounds a week. Anyway it is cheaper than to live in the hostel.

August 30

Hurray! My parents agreed to give me extra money to pay for the hostel. I am really happy! The thought of spending four hours daily on the train made me very upset. I am moving to the hostel next week.

At the moment I am trying to choose the subjects that I will study. There are no such things as lectures and curriculum at the university. All subjects are optional. Every student must choose several courses that she should complete to get a diploma. It sounds very simple and exciting. I will take French since I want to study foreign languages and, may be Spanish, and, what else, maybe the French classical literature. I have not made my mind yet.

September 10

I live in the hostel. There is a flat which I share with 3 girls, we have a kitchen and cook for ourselves. There is a dining hall on the ground floor but it is expensive. Well, classes started last week. To be honest, it is a very strange thing. The students are organized in small groups of 5 or 10 persons and spend several hours a day with a senior academic called the tutor. He simply talks to us and we sit around him and may ask any questions. At the end of the class he gives us an assignment, rather big I must say, and next time we begin with going through our homework and than he continues to teach us. 

However, it is not compulsory to attend these classes. You can sit in the library and read everything in the books but every week you must present an essay. That is really important.

September 14

Today I missed the French literature class. The girls next door had a party yesterday and I went to bed at 4 in the morning. After all, this class does not matter. My essay, it matters. If I do not produce it to a deadline, I will not get a credit. If I do not get the credit, I will not be allowed to take an exam at the end of the term. And If I… better not to think about it. 

September 16

Today I had my first tutorial: it means that I read my essay before my tutor. He offered some general praise but then snowed me down with questions. Thanks Heaven, I spent last two days in the library researching the subject. I tried my best and finally he was satisfied with my work.

Now I can have a rest. Tonight I am going to the cinema. And than…back to work…next week I must present another essay.

September 18

Some people do not take the university too seriously. Life here is not all fun. Sometimes it seems that everybody goes to the parties and nobody studies but it is not right. A girl next door failed to submit her essays in due time and she was given only two days to write the report. If she does not do it, she will be expelled! I am so sorry for her, but anyway it was her fault.

10. Lake District

Lake District is a region of mountains and lakes in northwestern England. Here you will find several lakes, mountain ranges that rise to a height of over 900 m. The district extends about 50 km from north to south and about 40 km from east to west. It became famous when a group of British poets including William Wordsworth and Samuel Taylor Coleridge made it their home at the beginning of the 19th century; they were described by critics as the Lake School of poetry. In 1906 this region was set apart as a national park. The Lake District National Park is now a very popular tourist destination.

It is one of twelve National parks in the United Kingdom. The tourists enjoy the view of the giant mountains and peaceful valleys with lakes and streams. The highest point in the Park is Scafell Pike (978 m ).

There are lots of lakes in the Park, the largest ones are Bassenthwaite Lake, Windermere, Coniston, Ullswater.

This part of the country has not always been popular with tourists. “A tour guide through Great Britain” published in 1724 describes the Lake District in the following way:

the wildest, most barren part inEngland. It is bounded by a chain of almost unpassable mountains. 

The area became more popular with travellers in the 19th century. The creation of the National Park recognised the need to protect the Lake District environment from excessive commercial exploitation. Tourism is the park's major industry with about 14 million visitors a year. Nowadays the Lake District is the best place for outdoor activities in the UK. 

You can just walk or practise climbing, cycling, horseriding, and even skiing – in winter there is a lot of snow on the mountains slopes.  

The region has very strong winds all year around and the lakes are ideal for windsurfing.

Since you are in the National Park, there are some things you are not allowed to do. Tourists can not set fires, make camps and hunt. 

The Lake District is associated with English literature of the 19th century. It was William Wordsworth whose poems were very famous and influential who drew the attention of the public to the Lake District. He spent sixty years in this region.

The houses where Wordsworth and Coleridge lived are now museums. The tourists can also visit their graves at the local cemetry. 

In the early 20th century, the author of popular children's book Beatrix Potter lived on Hill Top farm, and wrote many of her famous Peter Rabbit books there. Her house is also a very popular museum.

Vocabulary

The Lake school of poetry –озерная школа поэзии (The Lake Poets –Озерные поэты)

Barren пустынный
Unpassable непреодолимый
Climbing альпинизм
Cycling велоспорт
Horseriding верховая езда
Comment

The Lake Poets - a group of poets who lived in the Lake District. They did not belong to any particular "school of poetry". Their styles were very different but they are considered part of the Romantic Movement.

William Wordsworth – Вильям Вордсворт (1770 – 1850) a major English romantic poet. Today his poems are widely studied at schools and universities. Wordsworth became England's Poet Laureate (Поэт Лауреат) (the most prestigious literary award in England) in 1843.

Samuel Taylor Coleridge – Самуэль Тайлор Колридж (1772 – 1834) an English poet, critic who was one of the founders of the Romantic Movement. Coleridge also published essays and books on politics, philosophy, and theology. He translated the works of many German writers in English..
Beatrix Potter –Беатрис Поттер (1866-1943) an English writer and illustrator of children's books. Her most famous book is The Tale of Peter Rabbit. This story became a children's classic throughout the world. Potter also actively campaigned against the commercial usage of Lake District.

Ex. 1 Say if these statements are true or false

1. There are 12 National Parks in the UK

2. Lake District lies in the northwest

3. This region has always been a popular destination for tourists

4. The highest peak is 4700 m high

5. This region has been associated with literature since the 19th century

6. There are sevaral museums in the Lake District National Park

Ex. 2 Replace the pronouns

a. In winter the montains winter are covered with it and you can practise it.

b. The lakes in the park are ideal for it.

c. She lived in the Lake District in the early 20th century.

d. The major industry in the park is it.

e. They lived and worked in the Lake District.

Ex. 3 Complete the sentences:

1. In 1906 this region was proclaimed the National Park to protect …

2. Today the Lake District National Park is visited by … who like the view …

3. Outdoor activities practised in the Park include …

4. … because the wind in the region is always very strong.

5. …, where he lived and wrote all his famous poems, is now a museum.

Ex. 4 Make up a dialogue. One of your friends wants to visit the Lake District National Park. Tell him/her about this place and the activities that can be practised there. Answer these questions:

· Can I go skiing there?

· Is it a good place for climbing?

· Can I make fire?

· Are there any museums there?

11. Cardiff

Richard: OK, we are going to Cardiff. It is the capital of Wales. Wales as you should know is a part of the UK but its heritage and culture go back to the prehistoric times. It is very easy to get to Cardiff, it is just two hours away from London.  Wales is a small county: 256 km from north to south. It is half the size of Switzerland.

Vladimir: I think it would be right to say it is half the size of Moscow Region.

Richard: Cardiff is a very interesting city. It is difficult to imagine that only 200 years ago it was a fishing village. But today you will see a modern, vibrant place full of energy and style. Although Cardiff has only 300 000 inhabitants there is so much to see that we will not be able to visit all attractions in a day.

Cardiff is full of historic buildings and nice parks. The city has excellent museums, bars, restaurants and shops. It is one of the fastest growing cities in the UK.

When we arrive in Cardiff, you should visit, first of all, the National Museum of Wales that lies in the centre of an enchanting park. At the museum you will see a fantastic collection of paintings and sculptures. If you are interested in art, it is an ideal place for you.

Anna: Personally I prefer to have something to eat first of all. When I am hungry I am not inclined to view the works of art.

Richard: Then we move to Cardiff Bay with innumerable pubs and restaurants. What can be better than to have your lunch with the ocean view.

In the afternoon we are going to Cardiff Castle. Wales is a country of castles, there are a lot of ruined castles, churches and abbeys as well as fortresses, but Cardiff Castle is the most famous, the most beautiful, well preserved medieval building that dominates the city.

Vladimir: I am sure it will be very interesting.

Valentina: After Oxford I think I have had enough of historical buildings. Besides, I need to buy some things so I’d better go shopping.

Anna: I will go with you.

Richard: That’s OK. We can arrange to meet here at this café, say, two hours later.

Anna: Good. See you later.

Two hours later

Vladimir: How is your shopping?

Valentina: Very good. Cardiff is a great place for shopping! The prices are lower than in London and a range of goods is amazing. 

Richard: Yes, since it is so close to the British capital, many Londoners prefer to shop in Cardiff.

Anna: And how is your sightseeing?

Richard: We have been to the Castle.

Denis: I will tell you about it later. We also visited the Museum of Welsh life. It is on the outskirts of Cardiff. To visit this museum is the best way to learn more about the history of Wales and its people. As soon as you enter this open air museum you will travel back in time. There is a carefully reconstructed old Welsh town with farmhouses, cottages, a mill and a tavern. There you can taste traditional Welsh dishes.

Richard: The Welsh National Library is worth visiting too because it has lots of ancient manuscripts. In the evening we can enjoy a performance at one of Cardiff concert halls or drop at the Mining Museum.

Anna: What sort of museum is it?

Richard: It is dedicated to the mining past of Wales and Cardiff. For many centuries this region was the leading gold and coal mining centre in Britain and Europe. Wales had the richest deposits of coal in Europe. It helped build up the region’s prosperity.

Anna: I have got something to show you. The salesman in one shop advised me to buy it.

Denis: It is a … spoon.

Richard: A lovespoon. This is the thing you simply must take with you when you leave Cardiff. Today it is the most popular souvenir of Wales. A lovespoon is actually a spoon carved from a piece of wood and decorated with various symbols representing good luck and wealth. Traditionally these spoons were made by young men and they presented them to their sweethearts. The oldest lovespoon is now at the National Museum, it dates back to the 17th century. 

Anna: It will be a perfect decoration for my kitchen!

Vocabulary

Vibrant динамичный
Enchanting очаровательный
Outskirts окраина
Open air museum музей под открытым небом

Mill мельница
Ex. 1 Say if these statements are true or false according to the text

1. 200 years ago Cardiff was one of the largest cities in Britain

2. Wales is a large country

3. All museums are in Cardiff Bay

4. Cardiff Castle is a half ruined structure

5. Many Londoners like to shop in Cardiff

6. A lovespoon is decorated with symbols of good luck

Ex. 2 Replace the pronouns with the words from the text

1. In the past Wales had the richest deposits of it.

2. In Cardiff they are lower than in London

3. There are lots of them in Cardiff Bay

4. Traditionally lovespoons are carved from it
5. They made the lovespoons as gifts to them.

6. Cardiff is full of them
7. It dominates the city.

Ex. 3 Say where you will go in Cardiff if you …

· are interested in art

· want to see what life in Wales was like many years ago

· want to learn more about the source of Wales’ prosperity

· are fond of ancient manuscripts

· want to taste traditional Welsh cuisine

Ex. 4 Make up a dialogue. One of you is planning to visit Cardiff. Ask him/her what his/her interests are and advise the places to visit in the capital of Wales. 

Ex. 5 Read and translate the text. Answer the question:

What kind of souvenirs do tourists usually buy at Cardiff Castle?

Cardiff Castle

Cardiff Castle is the most famous tourist attraction in Wales. The Castle is in the heart of the capital, it is an enigmatic and fairy tale place.

The history of the Castle began almost 2 000 years ago when the Romans came to Wales and built their first fort here. Later the building was enlarged and rebuilt many times.

For many centuries the Castle was the property of the Bute family, it passed down from generation to generation. Some say that the Butes were the richest family in the world in the 19th century.

Today Cardiff Castle is a museum and a concert hall at the same time. If you go on a tour of the Castle, you will climb to the tallest tower (there are more than 100 steps to take!) with unique interiors, richly decorated with murals (настенная роспись), stained glass, marble, gilding (позолота). Every room has its own style: from Italian paintings to Arabian decorations. 

The Castle is surrounded by a park with lakes where you can feed peacocks and ducks.

There is a souvenir shop on the ground floor where you can buy small models of the castle and books about its history.

Every evening a Medieval Banquet takes place at the Castle Central Hall. You have to book your seat well in advance but if you get a ticket, you will never forget this evening! You will seat in the real Medieval Hall and enjoy the real Medieval dinner with traditional food and drinks and the actors in traditional costumes will perform popular Welsh songs and entertain you.

Before the banquet begins you can take a short 15 mn tour of the Castle wine cellars (винные погреба).

Ex. 6 Translate this dialogue into English

a. Кардифский Замок, действительно, такое интересное место, как многие говорят?

b. Да, это самый древний и прекрасно сохранившийся замок в Уэльсе. Первоначально его построили римляне, но затем замок много раз перестраивали и здание, которое мы видим сегодня, датируется Средними Веками.

c. И что там можно увидеть?

d. Интерьеры замка восхитительны! На протяжении многих поколений замок принадлежал самой богатой семье в Уэльсе. В замке можно увидеть старинные картины, фрески, витражи.

e. Я слышал, там есть винные погреба.

f. Да, и они тоже открыты для туристов.

Ex. 7 Read and translate the text.

King Arthur

Wales is a place of myths and legends. The most popular figure in the Welsh history is King Arthur who fought against the invaders. Some historians say that Arthur is a mythical figure but there is a reason to believe that Arthur existed and led the long resistance of the Welsh against the invaders. According to the legends Arthur was the son of Uther Pendragon, a Celtic King. King Uther gave his child to Merlin the wizard. Merlin taught Arthur everything he knew so that he could become a great king. Arthur gathered a great company of knights in his court- so called the Round Table- an order of knights who became famous for fighting the evil and helping the poor.
With his wife, Guinevere, Arthur lived in Camelot. The Welsh believe that Camelot stood on the site of the modern city Caerleon in the south Wales.

The legends about Arthur are numerous in several languages and contain a mixture of ancient Celtic mythology and real facts. The earliest references to Arthur are found in the Welsh poem Y Gododdin - a collection of stories, written in Latin in the 9th and 10th centuries. All present versions of the Arthurian legend are based on these texts.

If you go to Caerleon, you will be shown the remains of the castle where as some say the Round Table was. There is also a half ruined castle where Merlin lived. You can see the famous stone in which Arthur’s sword Excalibur was stuck.

12. Edinburgh 

Richard: Edinburgh is the capital of Scotland – another county that makes up the UK.  It is interesting to know that Scotland takes up 30% of the UK territory but its population is just 5 million people – less than 10% of the UK population. As for Edinburgh, its population is only 450 000.

The first thing to know about Edinburgh: the city is divided into two distinctive parts: the Old Town and the New Town. The whole Old Town of Edinburgh is like an open air museum. There are hundreds of historical buildings, dozens of museums and galleries. You can see something interesting and unusual at every turn.

Vladimir: In this case I am afraid we need a week to explore the city.

Richard: Fortunately, Edinburgh is very compact, so we can see the most interesting places there are to see in a single day. When you explore the old part of the city you will go on a wonderful journey through time. 

We will start at Edinburgh Castle, the most popular attraction in Scotland. Edinburgh Castle is visited by approximately one million people every year. The Castle is at the top of the rock in the centre of the city. 

Denis: I see like many ancient castles it is a big complex of buildings connected with passages and underground galleries. 

Richard: Yes, the Castle is very big and every tourist should visit the Castle because of the historical interest of this fortress and because it offers a splendid panoramic view of the city.
We enter the Castle through the gates and go on to the central courtyard. Today this place is used for the annual Edinburgh Military Tattoo. Although the Castle is a tourist attraction, it is still used as one of the headquarters of the British Army in Scotland; it serves as the Headquarters of the Scottish Division.

Valentina: Very interesting! The courtyard is surrounded by numerous buildings. Can we enter them?

Richard: You are free to enter any of them. The oldest building in the Castle, and by the way in Edinburgh, is St. Margaret's Church which was built in the 12th century.

There is so much to see at the Castle. Long before Scotland was invaded by the English it was an independent country with its own Monarchy. Edinburgh Castle was the residence of Scottish Kings. Today you can see an interesting collection of weapons and armour at the Great Hall of the Castle. 

Anna: These rooms are richly decorated. I think the Scottish kings and queens lived here.

Richard: We are at the Royal apartments, it is a private room of Mary, Queen of Scots. In this room she gave birth to her son James, later king James VI. Next is the Crown Room where the ancient Royal regalia of Scotland - the Crown, the Sceptre and the Sword - are on display.  

Denis: Can you tell us anything about these things?

Richard: With pleasure. First, the Crown of Scotland. It was made in 1540, then, this is the Sceptre presented to the Scottish King by the Pope of Rome in 1494. And the Sword decorated with precious stones was made in 1507, its blade is one metre long.

Edinburgh Castle is also the home of the One O'Clock Gun. Every day since 1861 it has boomed out at precisely 1.00 pm. Many people use its sound as a time-check. Here you can take a look at the famous and priceless Stone of Destiny – the symbol of Scotland.

Anna: But it is just a large stone.

Richard: But its symbolical meaning is significant. For centuries the Scottish Monarchs were crowned on this stone. After conquering Scotland the English moved the Stone to London where it was placed at Westminster Abbey. In the 1990s with the personal approval of the Queen Elizabeth II the Stone of Destiny was returned to Edinburgh. 

If you climb to the top of the highest Castle tower you will enjoy a wonderful look over both the Old and the New Towns of Edinburgh.

Valentina: Where are we going now?

Richard: Let’s walk down the Royal Mile – the central street of Edinburgh – that got its name because it is exactly 1.5 km (1 mile) long. All places of interest are here, on this street: 

The Scotch Whisky Heritage Centre. As you know (or are supposed to know) Whisky is the national drink of Scotland. Today the whisky industry brings hundreds of millions of pounds to the economy of Scotland. At this centre you can learn how this famous drink is made. 

Gladstone’s Land is a typical example of a 16th century Edinburgh house. If you want to know what life in medieval Scotland was like, stop here.

Royal Mile takes us past several museums including The National Museum of Scotland, which has the largest collection of objects related to Scotland and its history, and ends at the Palace of Holyroodhouse – the second most popular tourist attraction in Scotland. It is the official residence of the British Royal Family in Edinburgh. The Palace is open to the public all year round except August and September.

Valentina: Yes, I remember you told us that the Monarch leaves London and goes on holiday every August. Does the Queen always spend her holiday here?

Richard: As a rule, yes. Since the Palace is closed now, we can not view its interiors which as people say are very beautiful. The largest room in the Palace is the Great Gallery with portraits of the real and legendary kings of Scotland. 

But we can go to the Museum of Flight. It is not very far from the Palace. It is the national museum of aviation with a great collection of planes and helicopters.

Now if you are tired, let’s go to the New Town with its hundreds of cafes and restaurants and taste the Scottish cuisine.

Vocabulary
Edinburgh Military Tattoo Показательные выступления военнослужащих Эдинбургского гарнизона (проходят несколько раз в течение лета во дворе Эдинбургского Замка)

Armour доспехи
Pope of Rome Римский Папа
Blade лезвие
Comment

Mary, Queen of Scots (also known as Mary Stuart) –Королева Мария (известна так же как Мария Стюарт) (1542-1587) - the last Monarch of independent Scotland. Her reign was short and full of trouble. Mary was forced to abdicate and leave the country. She died in England. Under her son James VI (1567-1625) Scotland formally became the part of England but continued to be administered separately.

Ex. 1 Say if these statements are true or false according to the text

1. Edinburgh is divided into three parts

2. Edinburgh Castle is only a museum

3. The Scottish capital is full of museums and historical buildings

4. The national drink of Scotland is Whisky

5. Scotland occupies 50% of the UK territory

6. Edinburgh Castle is on the outskirts of the city

7. The Whisky industry is very important to the Scottish economy

Ex. 2 Replace the pronouns with the words from the text

1. You can learn about the history of the Scottish national drink there.

2. It is exactly 1 mile long

3. The official Royal Residence in Edinburgh is it.

4. There you can taste the national Scottish dishes

5. You can learn what life was like in medieval Edinburgh there
6. It is the oldest building in Edinburgh

7. They are the most popular tourist attractions in Scotland

Ex. 3 Complete the sentences below and present Edinburgh Castle to your friends. Tell them about its historical and political significance.

1. Edinburgh Castle is an old building, some parts of it, for example, date from …, it is … in the Scottish capital.

2. For centuries the Castle was the residence …

3. … lived here and as the remains of those glorious days you can see … at the Grand Hall.

4. … are displayed in the Crown Room.

5. Today the Castle is both a museum and … in Scotland and … takes place in the Castle courtyard every year.

6. The Symbol of Scotland … can also be seen at the Castle. All Scottish Monarchs were … it. Many centuries ago the English took ,,, where it lay at Westminster Abbey until …

7. Every day at 1 pm sharp … booms out from the Castle. This tradition goes back to …

Ex. 4 Say who …

a. lived in Edinburgh Castle

b. lives in the Palace of Holyroodhouse two months a year

Say where you can see …

a. a great collection of planes and helicopters

b. a lot of historical objects related to Scotland

Ex. 5 Read and translate the text
Some things you definitely should know about Scotland:

Two biggest holidays in Scotland are Hogmanay – the Scottish celebration of the New Year – and Burns Night that marks the birthday of Scotland’s most famous poet Robert Burns (1759-1796) who is regarded as the national hero in Scotland.

Hogmanay takes place on December 31 and is a very colourful event with parades, theatre performances in the street and fireworks.

Burns Night is on January 25. The poet’s birthday is celebrated at large official gatherings around the country. When the guests are seated, the traditional Scottish dish – the haggis – is served. The Haggis is made of mutton and eaten with vegetables or potatoes. The Master of Ceremony reads Burns’ most famous poem “Address to the Haggis” and then the cake is eaten and some guests of honour (почетные гости) read speeches about Robert Burns and his works. The Scots consider the haggis the most delicious thing in the world. Even if you do not like it (as it often happens to foreigners) do not tell them about it!
Remember what Robert Burns wrote about this dish:

Fair fa' your honest, sonsie face, 
Great Chieftan o' the Puddin-race! 
Aboon them a' ye tak your place, 
Painch, tripe, or thairm: 
Weel are ye wordy of a grace 
As lang's my arm. 
The groaning trencher there ye fill, 
Your hurdies like a distant hill, 
Your pin wad help to mend a mill 
In time o' need, 
While thro' your pores the dews distil 
Like amber bead. 
------------------------------------------------------------

В тебе я славлю командира 
Всех пудингов горячих мира, - 
Могучий Хаггис, полный жира 
И требухи. 

Дородный, плотный, крутобокий, 
Ты высишься, как холм далекий, 
А под тобой поднос широкий 
Чуть не трещит. 
Но как твои ласкают соки 
Наш аппетит!

(перевод С.Маршак)
They speak English in Scotland but the Scots like to use lots of words borrowed from Gaelic – an ancient language that was widely spoken in Scotland before the country was conquered by England. For example, the Scots say “loch” instead of “lake” and “dyke” instead of “wall”, and “breeks” instead of “trousers”, and “hols” means “holiday” in Scotland. Of course it does not mean they speak their own language. Everybody knows English perfectly in Scotland but if you come to this region of the UK for the first time you will have difficulty understanding what the locals are trying to tell you. Besides, the Scots are famous for their unique accent!

A joke:

Visitor (in the street of Edinburgh): Excuse me, is this the right way to Edinburgh Castle?

Scotsman: Affcurzeeveruayherleadtohisspacegostraightaheadywiimissit.

Visitor: Oh, you are a foreigner too.

13. The Highland Games

Scotland has a fascinating heritage of legends full of strong men and skillful musicians. Every week from May to September the Highland Games are held in dozens of villages and towns around Scotland. At these gatherings the Scots celebrate their culture and history. The beginning of the Highland Games is lost in the mist of time, it is easy to say that they have always been in Scotland although got a formal status of a cultural festival only in 1848 after Queen Victoria’s official visit to Scotland.

At the games the athletes compete in traditional Scottish sports: hammer throwing and tossing the caber. But the most memorable events at these gatherings are the performance of the bagpipe bands and folk dancing. And of course you can see a lot of men wearing the traditional Scottish garb – kilt.

In spite of its name in the hammer throwing no hammer is used. The thrower takes a large metal ball (about 7 kg),whirls it around his head and then releases. If he managed to build up good speed, the ball can fly very far.

The tossing of the caber is very similar to the hammer throwing, both activities require strength and skill. When you see these competitions, you will understand why some say that the Scots are the strongest people in the world.

The bagpipe bands always perform at the opening of the games: up to 200  musicians march and play together. The view is awesome and the sound is deafening. The bagpipe symbolizes the Highland Games and Scotland itself. The bagpipe appeared in ancient Egypt, it is one of the oldest instruments played by man but it was in Scotland that it found its home and became the national symbol. The oldest piping school in Scotland opened its doors in the 16th century. The sound of the bagpipe has always been a symbol of freedom. When Scotland was conquered by England there were some attempts to officially ban the bagpipe. Fortunately, they failed.

Remember: kilt is kilt and not a skirt!

If you see a man wearing kilt in the street, do not point your finger at him, you will show the people around how stupid you are! The kilt is the traditional Scottish outfit that is worn only by men. The earliest record mentioning kilt dates from the 3rd century AD. The real kilt is made of a single 10 m piece of cloth that is wrapped around your waist and fixed over your shoulder. Actually, the kilt is not very practical, many people in Scotland do not event own it. As a rule people hire the kilt to wear it at such ceremonies as weddings, birthday celebrations, the Highland gatherings. Today it is the symbol of Scottish culture and national pride.

Like the bagpipe, the kilt had its bad times: in the 1960s men wearing kilt were not allowed to get on the trains and buses. 

In November 1969 American astronaut Alan Bean took the kilt to the moon on Apollo 12. This kilt is now in the Scottish National Museum.

Vocabulary

Hammer throwing метание молота
Tossing the caber метание ствола
Bagpipe волынка
Garb наряд
To whirl крутить
To fail терпеть неудачу
Ex. 1 Put these events in the chronological order

a. the kilt travels to the moon

b. the Highland Games are officially recognized by the authorities.

c. The first recorded mentioning of the kilt

d. The oldest bagpipe playing school opens in Scotland

e. The kilt-wearing men can not get on the bus

Ex. 2 Complete these sentences

a. … in dozens of villages and towns around Scotland.

b. Queen Victoria went on the official visit to … 

c. The traditional Scottish sport activities are …

d. To throw the hammer you must be …

e. The opening of the Highland Games is very colourful because …

f. … and became he national instrument of Scotland.

g. Both the bagpipe and the kilt are the symbols  …

h. … to ban the bagpipe because its sound …

Ex. 3 Say whether these sentences are true or false

a. The Highland Games are held weekly from June to August.

b. The Highland Games began only in the 19th century.

c. The bagpipe bands always perform at the games.

d. Only people who take part in the competitions can wear the kilt.

e. The Scotts no longer throw the real hammer at their competitions.

f. The bagpipe was invented by the Scots.

g. Both men and women wear kilts.

h. The majority of people in Scotland do not own kilts.

Ex. 4 Imagine that you have been to the Highland Games. Tell your groupmates what you saw there. Your friends can ask you these questions:

1. What is the Highland Games?

2. What kind of sport do the Scotts compete in at the Games?

3. What kind of music can you hear at the Games?

4. What are the main symbols of Scottish culture and history?

Ex. 5 Translate this dialogue into English

- Это правда, что волынка – символ Шотландии?

- Да, звук волынки для шотландцев символизирует свободу и независимость. Поэтому, когда Шотландия присоединилась к Англии, правительство пыталось запретить волынку. Но, к счастью, они потерпели неудачу.

- Мне кажется, это очень забавно, что в Шотландии мужчины носят юбки.

- Во-первых, это не юбка, а килт! Килт – национальный костюм шотландских мужчин. Во-вторых, увидеть шотландца в килте можно только на каком-нибудь празднике: например, дне рождения или свадьбе. Килт стоит очень дорого, многие шотландцы берут его на прокат раз или два в год.

- А еще у шотландцев национальный вид спорта – метание молота. У них такие интересные традиции!

14. Scott Monument

Richard: Have you ever heard about  Walter Scott?

Denis: Who has not? He is a famous English writer.

Richard: Actually, he is a famous Scottish writer. In his lifetime he was very popular and he glorified the Scottish culture and history in his books. If you visit Edinburgh, you absolutely must visit the Scott Monument. It stands in Princes Street. 

Vladimir: As I expected it is a very tall structure.

Richard: Yes, the tower is 61 metres tall, there is a small viewing deck near the top which gives a panoramic view of central Edinburgh.

Denis: When was it erected?

Richard: When  Scott died in 1832, a competition was announced for the best design of a monument in his memory. The design produced by George Kemp won the competition and several years later the construction began.

Valentina: I guess, Kemp was a famous Scottish architect.

Richard: Unfortunately, no, Kemp was a selt – taught architect, he could not find a job for a long time and the Scott Monument was his only work. He died several months before the monument was completed. But today many people regard this monument as a masterpiece of architecture. 

Anna: Can we ascend to the top of the Monument?

Richard: Sure, but there is a very narrow staircase with 287 steps. Be careful! On the top of the Scott Monument you see the statue of Walter Scott.

Denis: How long did it take to build the monument?

Richard: About four years. Together with the Castle and the Palace of Holyroodhouse the Scott Monument is the symbol of the Scottish capital. Since the monument opened in August 1846, millions of people have climbed to this viewing deck to admire this wonderful view of the city centre.

Vladimir: There is not only the statue of Walter Scott.

Richard: Yes, the writer is shown seated in his favourite chair surrounded by the characters from his books.

Ex. 1 Supply the dates for these events

a. The construction of the monument began in …

b. Walter Scott died and the decision to honour him with a monument is taken in …

c. The monument was completed in …

Ex. 2 Complete the sentences

1. Walter Scott was honoured with the monument because …

2. George Kemp was not present at the official opening of the monument because …

3. Millions of people have ascended to the top of the monument because … 

Ex. 3 Read and translate the text.

Walter Scott – the man who found the Royal Treasure.

Walter Scott (1771–1832) was a very succesful Scottish writer of historical and romantical novels. In the early 19th century he was the most widely read and translated writer in Europe.

His most famous works “Ivanhoe”(1820) and “Rob Roy”(1817) are classics of English literature. Both books tell breathtaking stories about noble young men who fight for the freedom of their land and fall in love with beautiful women. Scott’s books have been very successful in numerous film adaptations.

Walter Scott is highly respected by his countryfolk and not only because his books helped shape the image of Scotland abroad.
Scott is also famous as the man who discovered the Scottish Royal Regalia.

At the beginning of the 18th century Scotland completely lost its battle for independence and was forced to enter the union with England. At the same time the Scottish Crown Jewels mysteriously disappeared from Edinburgh Castle. Nobody knew what happened to them. For almost 100 years the Jewels were not seen and many people in Scotland said that the English had moved them to London although the English King swore that he knew nothing about the Jewels.

In 1818 Walter Scott, who was a big Scottish patriot and always was interested in history, undertook his own search for the Jewels. He searched every corner of the Castle and finally in the vaults of the building a small chest was found. When it was broken open the Scottish Regalia: the Crown, the Sceptre and the Sword came from it.

Today the Regaila are on display in Edinburgh Castle and many historians believe that back in the early 18th century some of the Castle guards hid the Jewels on purpose to protect them from the English.

The grief at Walter Scott’s death was considerable. He is honoured with many statues and mnuments across Scotland.

15. Manchester

Denis: I see from our itinerary that our next destination is Manchester.

Richard: That is right. Manchester is an important business centre but it is famous for its youth culture too.

Denis: All I know about Manchester is that there is a famous football club The Manchester United.

Richard: In reality the city has two football clubs: The Manchester  United and The Manchester City Football Club and the city is the base of  The Country Cricket Club. Cricket, as you perhaps know, is the most popular summer game in Britain. 

Vladimir: Oh, yes, I have heard that it is more popular than football.

Richard: Even if this is an exaggeration, this is not a very big one. Speaking about Manchester, the city has a population of 437,000. The city is very old, there was the first settlement on the site of Manchester long before the Romans conquered Britain. For many centuries it was just a town with a small market but everything changed in the 15th century.

Anna: What happened then?

Richard: A group of weavers from Holland arrived in Manchester and they decided to make the city their home. They started to produce wool, linen and this way the light industry was born in the city.

Valentina: I read in the guide book that Manchesrter is the leading textile producer.

Richard: It was true many years ago. Thanks to the Dutch weavers Manchester developed from a dull vilage into a large trading centre but the city has changed a lot over the years. Like many other cities across the UK Manchester no longer gets the most of its income from manfacture. The banking sector is much more important. The headquarter of the Royal Bank of England is in Manchester and, by the way, this building is one of the city attractions because it is 110 m tall.

Denis: Will we see it? 
Richard: Sure, but on our way to the centre of Manchester we will pass the shopping district. Manchester is now one of the main retail centres in the country. There are two large shopping malls: the Manchester Arndale Centre and the Trafford Centre. They contain innumerable smaller shops which cater for every taste and, as we say in Britain, every budger. These supermarkets are considered to be the biggest shopping centres in the UK.

Anna: What is this building on the left?

Richard: You mean the one we are heading to? The Imperial War Museum North. It is the most visited place in the city, Manchester’s major attraction.

Vladimir: The building looks very unusual.

Richard: Yes, the museum building was designed in a very particular way. The construction looks as if it was torn apart. It symbolizes our world tortured by conflicts and wars.

The Museum has expositions that show how our lives are influenced by war and military conflicts. The largest exposition, of course, is dedicated to the World War II and the role Great Britain played in it. I am sure you will be interested to learn that the Imperial War Museum North has a long term relationship with some Russian museums of the same kind and they regularly exchange their expositions.

Valentina: Why do you say “North”?

Richard: There are two Imperial War Museums in Britain: the first is in London, the second is in Manchester. The word “North” is used in its name because Manchester is in the northern part of the UK. 

Valentina: I see. Is it the only museum in Manchester?

Richard: Of course not. Later we will visit The Museum of Science and Industry. It is a very interesting place. It has a breathtaking exibition of the inventions that have dramatically changed the live of the humankind for the past 200 years: from the first electric bulb to a portable computer, from the first typewriter to the latest state of the art camera.

Anna: I think it can interest only science minded people… You mentioned the youth culture…

Richard: Yes, Manchester has always been on the forefront of the modern musical culture. Did you know it was in Manchester in 1946 that a musician Jimmy Savile invented the DJ deck? He used two tape recorders at the same time to play music at the disco without stopping to swap the tape. Mr. Savile is the first professional DJ in history.

Manchester has a wide range of nightclubs and music venues: whether you like pop or rock music, heavy metal or jazz, you will find something to your taste. It is guaranteed!

In 1982 a nightclub called The Hacienda was opened on Whitworth Street, some years later it became the birthplace of electronic music. Today it is one of the most famous nightclubs in the world.

Vocabulary

Weaver ткач
Dull скучный
Cater for угождать
State of the art самый современный
Ex. 1 Answer these questions:

1. How many football clubs are there in Manchester?

2. Manchester is an old city, is not it?

3. What was Manchester like in the 215th century?

4. When did the light industry begin to develop in Manchester?

5. What is the Manchester shopping district famous for?

6. What is the most visited place in the city?

7. What is Manchester’s contribution to the modern musical culture?

Ex. 2 Say where in Manchester you can…

· see the exposition dedicated to military conflicts

· the collection of the most important inventions in history

· one of the tallest structures in the city

Ex. 3 Replace the pronouns with the words from the text:

1. Jimmy Saville invented it.

2. A group of weavers moved to Manchester from there.

3. It is the birthplace of electronic music

4. There are two of them in Britain: the first one is in London

5. Since the 15th century Manchester has been  the leading producer of it.

Ex. 4 Translate the text into English
Манчестер всегда был центром текстильной промышленности Соединенного Королевства. Легкая промышленность начала развиваться еще в 15 веке, когда в Манчестер переехало много ткачей из Голландии. Сегодня ситуация изменилась. Банковский сектор очень важен. Кроме того, Манчестер один из крупнейших центров розничной торговли в стране. Два самых больших магазина в стране расположены в Манчестере. Но если вы не любите ходить по магазинам, посетите Северный Имперский Военный Музей. Там вы увидите много экспозиций, посвященных разным военным конфликтам.  А те, кто интересуются наукой, с удовольствием посетят Научно-Индустриальный Музей. 

16. Glasgow
Glasgow is the largest city in Scotland. In the 19th century Queen Victoria once called Glasgow “the second city of the British Empire”. This nickname became very popular and is still used. You can often hear people say “I am going to the second city of the Empire” or “I was born in the second city of the Empire”.

Where Edinburgh is all history, Glasgow is a modern, dynamic city. Glasgow has always been a busy place, in the past the local merchants traded with America and Europe. Today the heart of the city is the Glasgow Stock Exchange. The central part of Glasgow is called Merchant City- all shops and supermarkets are here. This district received its name because in the 19th century all rich people had their homes here. Because the sea trade has always been so important to the economy of the city, Glasgow has a big dock and a shipyard that is still the biggest employer in the city. You can trace the history of Glasgow and the ship building industry in the local museum.

The Glasgow shipyard built many famous vessels such as The Queen Mary 2 and The Queen Elizabeth II.

The population of Glasgow is about 2 million people. The city is the commercial capital of Scotland, the largest commerce centre and one of Europe’s most important financial centres.

Glasgow attracts many small and medium businesses. If you visit the western part of the city known as “The International Financial Service District”, you will see endless rows of ultra modern office  buildings. Lots and lots companies have their headquarters in Glasgow because the city has an investment friendly atmosphere.

Currently the shipbuilding industry is slowly supplanted by service industries, tourism also brings in lots of money. The software development industry is getting more and more important with Microsoft and Macintosh opening their production bases in Glasgow. The banking sector gives jobs to thousands of people. 

The best known museum in Glasgow is the Gallery of Modern Art that has a great exposition of contemporary works of various artists from all corners of the world. However modern Glasgow is, there is a place for history. The oldest structure in the city is Paisley Abbey, founded in the 12th century. 

But if you are tired of the past and present, why not to go the future? The Millennium Centre has a fantastic interactive show that is liked by children and adults: a ride through space into the unknown future. If you want to take a look at what life on earth is like (or may be like) in the 23rd century, visit this show!

Some other places that the tourists like to visit in Glasgow:

The Scottish Museum of Football is one of the very few museums of football in the world. Here you will learn everything you have ever wanted to know about this beautiful game.

The Glasgow Museum is the oldest museum in Scotland, it has very interesting geological and archaeological collections.

Vocabulary

Merchant купец
Employer работодатель
Small and medium business малый и средний бизнес
Investment инвестиции
Software программное обеспечение
Ex. 1 Answer these questions:

1. What is Glasgow’s popular nickname?

2. What factors contributed to the prosperity of the city?

3. Where can you find the best shops in Glasgow? How did this district get its name?

4. What industry is the biggest employer in Glasgow?

5. What is the Glasgow shipyard famous for?

6. How many people live in Glasgow?

7. What is the International Financial Service District?

8. Why is the shipbuilding industry loosing its importance?

Ex. 2 

	1. The Gallery of Modern Art

2. Paisley Abbey

3. The Millennium Centre

4. The Museum of  Football

5. The Glasgow Museum
	a. Has collection on archaeology. The oldest museum in Scotland

b. tells the story of a very popular sport game

c. is famous for its interactive educational shows

d. is the oldest building in the city

e. is famous for its collection of contemporary works of art


Ex. 3 Supply the missing information

In the 19th century Glasgow became known as … . This nickname reflected the fact that Glasgow was … because there were many merchants who … . The central part of city where … is called Merchant City today. The sea trade was very … and led to the development of … that still employs very many people. In fact it is the … in Glasgow. In the 20th century the city became … capital of Scotland, it is one … in Europe.  Many famous companies have their … because the city has … .Glasgow is a modern city but it has a rich history, the oldest … in the city is … . The city of Glasgow is also a home to Scotland’s oldest …that has … . If you want to learn more about the shipbuilding and its part in the development of … , visit … .

Ex. 4 Read and translate the text about the most famous vessel that was built in Glasgow:

The Queen Mary 2 is the most famous cruise ship in the world. Built in 2003 the Queen Mary 2 is a floating palace with a luxurious blend of dining and living accommodations.

If you come aboard, you will stroll the decks where royalty, millionaires and film stars have walked. Do you want to become part of the tradition of glamour, luxury and extravagance? Whether you enjoy a quiet voyage or one with activities, the ship can accommodate you. Enjoy a variety of concerts, films and lectures or just rest and relax and enjoy the scenery. Linger over cocktails in the Crystal Bar before sitting down to feast on the Queen Mary 2 culinary specialties. Select from a simple spa lunch on deck, cream cakes and gourmet dinners in one of the restaurants.

There are a total of 950 suites and cabins.

The ultra-luxurious apartments are among the most lavish suites afloat. Each grand suite features a bedroom with a private veranda, marble bathroom with both bath and shower, a dining room. 

The ship has seven restaurants, a casino, a variety of shops, a library, a book shop, a computer learning center, a fitness centre, two swimming pools.

The Queen Mary 2 can accommodate 2,620 passengers. The ship has a state-of-the-art gym, a planetarium and the Maritime Museum. The Queen Mary 2 is a veritable City at Sea with everything.

17. Sheffield

Richard: On our way we are going through Sheffield – a city that managed to grow from a small village to a large industrial city and now it is a leading economic centre in the country.

Vladimir: Another proof of the fact that the UK is one of the best developed economies in the world, is not it?

Richard: Exactly… 

With the population of 516,100 people Sheffield is one of the eight largest British cities outside London. People have lived on this site for almoust 2 000 years but it was in 1296 that a market town was established here. In the 14th century this town was already noted for the manufacturing of cutlery. The knives from Sheffield are even mentioned in Geoffrey Chaucer’s The Canterbury Tales. In the 17th century the city was the main centre of steel industry. 

In the 18th century the crucible steel process was discovered and as a result the quality of steel changed for better. There were dozens of steelworks in the city, the number of people who worked and lived in the city was constantly growing.

In the 19th century Sheffield was the largest steel producer in Britain and may be even in the world.

Denis: May be I am wrong, but I remember reading somewhere that Sheffield is the dirtiest city in the UK.

Richard: The city was overpopulated at the beginning of the 20th century, there were slum districts full of huts, the factories polluted the environment and George Orwell wrote in 1937: ”Sheffield is the ugliest place in Europe”. Fortunately today it is not so. By the way, stainless steel was invented in Sheffield too. It happened in 1912. The steel industry was very important throughout the 20th century, several research institutes worked on the development of the high strength steel.

Anna: That is all very OK, but is there anything except steel in Sheffield?

Richard: Sheffield still produces more steel than any other city on our planet. It is one of the pillars of the British economy. The steel industry is the main employer in the city. There are a couple of universities, hospital, schools in Sheffield.

Valentina: What about torist attractions?

Richard: From this point of view, there is not very much to look at. Sheffield has four art galleries and three or four museums practicaly all of which are dedicated to the history of the steel industry. Sad to say, but since the city has always been very manufacturing oriented, it has lost its historical heritage. There are not any buildings constructed before the late 19th or early 20th centuries. Nevertheless, Sheffield has a very good Botanical Garden. Of course it is not as good as the Oxford one but at least we can rest there a little before our journey continues.

Vocabulary

Cutlery колюще-режущие изделия
Steel сталь
Crucible steel process тигельная плавка (способ плавки металла)

Steelwork сталелитейный завод
slum трущоба
hut лачуга
stainless steel нержавеющая сталь
steel industry сталелитейная промышленность
Comment

Geoffrey Chaucer- Джеффри Чосер (1343-1400) one of the greatest English poets, whose masterpiece, The Canterbury Tales, is one of the most important works in the history of the English literature.

The Canterbury Tales is a collection of stories. Several pilgrims assemble in London for the journey to Canterbury. One of them proposes a storytelling contest to pass the time; The work contains 24 tales that represent nearly every variety of medieval story at its best. 

George Orwell –Джордж Оруэлл (1903-1950) a British novelist and critic, was a very influential figure in his time. Widely read and studied today.

Ex. 1 Answer the questions:

1. In what way is Sheffield connected with Geoffrey Chaucer?

2. What industry is the main employer in the city?

3. Why was Sheffield overpopulated in the early 20th century?

4. How many universitites are there in the sity?

5. Why did Sheffield “loose” its historical heritage?

6. Why was Sheffield describe as “the ugliest place in England”?

7. The first people appeared in this region about 2 000 years ago, did not they?

Ex. 2 Put these sentences in the chronological order:

1. The crucible steel process is discovered.

2. Sheffield is established as a small market town.

3. Stainless steel is invented.

4. Sheffield is the main centre of steelwork production.

5. The city is full of slums and factories.

Ex. 3 Say why …

a. Sheffield is the pillar of the British economy

b. There is not many tourist attractions in the city

Ex. 4 Translate this text into English

В начале 20 века один известный писатель сказал: «Шеффилд – самый уродливый город в мире». К сожалению, он был прав. Шеффилд был перенаселен, город наполняли трущобы, огромное количество заводов загрязняли воздух. Это не удивительно, ведь Шеффилд – цент сталелитейной промышленности Соединенного Королевства. Уже в 14 веке этот город был известен своими изделиями из стали. Сегодня сталелитейный заводы – основные работодатели в городе. Но Шеффилд уже нельзя назвать грязным и уродливым. В городе несколько университетов, музеи, рассказывающие о истории Шеффилда, большой ботанический сад. Сегодня Шеффилд – один из столпов Британской экономики.
18. Liverpool
Denis: No matter what you say about Liverpool, this city is a synonym with The Beatles.

Richard: Yes, although there are lots of other interesting things in Liverpool beyond that… but everybody knows Liverpol as the birthplace of the Fabulous Four.

Denis: What?

Richard: In Britian we usually call The Beatles “The Fabulous Four” and every person in the country knows what it means. The band members are usually referred to as “Liverpool lads”.

800 years ago there was a fishing village on the site of the present city. In the 21st century Liverpool is one of the largest cities in the UK. In the 19th century Liverpool enjoyed a considerable economic growth, a lot of goods passed through its port: from firearms to textiles. Lierpool was a trading centre between Europe and the USA. The time has not been very kind to Liverpool, the first part of the 20th century was plagued by unemployment but in 1961 a new era began. Four guys got together and formed The Beatles.Today even people who have never been to the UK know Liverpool and this band.

Vladimir: After all, why are The Beatles still remembered?

Richard: I think, it is their commercial success and their role in the history of popular music. They set many sales records and had more than fifty top 10 hit singles. They were the first British band to achieve a success in the United States, they had twenty-seven #1 hits in the USA and became the biggest musical act of the twentieth century. In 1995 it was announced that the band sold over one billion records worldwide. And their song "Yesterday" is the most widely and often performed song in the history: there are more that 3,000 versions of it.

In Liverpool everything is connected with The Beatles: from the city airport named after the band member John Lennon – Liverpool John Lennon Airport – to numerous tours especially designed to show you all places associated with the band – The Beatles tours.

Valentina: Where do we start?

Richard: At the Beatles shop.It was opened in 1984 and is full of the band memorabilia.

Anna: Memo… what?

Richard: posters, badges, CD, books about the band, everything from T-shirts with the portraits of Liverpool lads to their first LPs.  Then it is a good idea to visit The Beatles Museum – it has a very interesting interactive show about the history of the band. We will hear the first hand accounts from people who knew Paul, John, Ringo and George long before they became famous. The Museum is owned by Julia Lennon, John’s sister. The rare interviews of the lads with BBC are very interesting, there are also some personal belongings of the lads on display. And in the end we can visit the Cavern Club – the place where it all began. This club was opened in 1957 as a jazz club but now it is famous because The Beatles gave their very first performance here in 1961. Their first concert was a failure because everybody wanted to listen to some jazz and not rock but after all they gave 292 concerts here and soon news ran around the city and the country that a new great band appeared. Today the Beatles fans meet here every day.

Vladimir: Wow, all I can say is that 50 years later The Beatles are still alive in Liverpool and the city lives in tune with their music.

Richard:  I can say more than that. The houses where Paul McCartney and John Lennon grew up are now museums. You can visit them and, yes, there is The International Beatles Week.

Valentina: Oh, my God. What is it?

Richard: It is a festival that is held every August. About 500 000 visitors from different countriest attend it every year. The bands from all over the world, including Russia, Japan and even Papua New Guines, perform their own interpretations of the Beatles songs.

Anna: Is there life beyond The Beatles?

Richard: Hm, how about visiting Liverpool Cathedral – the largest Protestant Church in Britain, the most impressive building in the city. The Cathedral has the highest arches in the world, the largest organ and the heaviest bells. And the Liverpool Safari Park is one of the largest in the world, nowhere else you can see all exotic African animals living in the wild: tigers, lions, zebras, baboons, giraffes, rhinos, and a heard of African elephants.

Denis: Is it a zoo?

Richard: No, it is a real safari park with a territory of 450 acres. You can hire a car and travel around it.

Vladimir: The best place in all senses.

Richard: Just like Britain itself!   

Vocabulary

Fabulous Four Легендарная Четверка
Liverpool lads Ливерпульские ребята
Firearm огнестрельное оружие

top 10 hit single песня, занявшая первое место в десятке самых популярных песен недели

LP виниловая пластинка (основной звуковой носитель до изобретения компакт дисков в 1980х)

Failure провал
Arch арка
Comment

The Beatles – Биттлз - a rock music group from Liverpool, which even in the 21st century is regarded as the most influential band in the history of music. The Beatles released 12 albums and officially disbanded in 1970.

The band consisted of John Lennon (1940-1980), Paul McCartney (b. 1942), George Harrison (1943-2001) and Ringo Starr (b. 1940). Their innovative music and style redifined the modern culture. 

Ex. 1 Answer the questions:

1. When was Liverpool a fishing village?

2. Why did Liverpool become a rich city in the 19th century?

3. What is Liverpool synonymous with?

4. What was the main problem in the city in the 20th century?

5. What is the name of the Liverpool airport?

6. Today Liverpool is not very large city, is it?

Ex. 2 How many tourist attractions not connected with music are mentioned in the text?

Ex. 3 Say where in Liverpool you can …

· buy lots of items connected with the Beatles

· see the interactive presentation of the history of the band

· visit the place where the Beatles very first performance took place

· see the bands from all over the world performing the Beatles songs

Ex. 4 Replace the pronouns with words

1. It is the most impressive building in the city

2. You can see lots of exotic animals there
3. There are about 3 000 different versions of it
4. She owns the museum

5. It is named after John Lennon

Ex. 5 Answer these questions:

a. What is the band usually referred to in Britain?

b. How many nicknames does it have?

c. What do these nicknames mean?

Assignment 1
QUIZ

How much have you learnt about the United Kingdom?

· In the 19th century it was a major trading centre between Europe and America.

a. Cardiff

b. Sheffield

c. Liverpool

· This city became famous long ago, it even was mentioned in the classical poem by Chaucer.

a. Oxford

b. Edinburgh

c. Sheffield

· Very many small and medium size businesses have been set up in this city over past years, it is one of the important commercial centres in the UK

a. Glasgow

b. London

c. Manchester

· The Dutch contributed to the development of this city very much.

a. Manchester

b. Liverpool

c. Cambridge

· Two major tourist attractions of Scotland are in …

a. Glasgow

b. Edinburgh

c. Lake District

· 200 years ago it was a fishing village but today it is the modern capital city.

a. Edinburgh

b. Brighton

c. Cardiff

· Many famous poets lived there, today their houses are museums.

a. Oxford

b. Lake District

c. Manchester

· This city has the biggest concentration of historical buildings in the country.

a. Oxford

b. Edinburgh

c. Brighton

· The second oldest university in the UK is in

a. Liverpool

b. Manchester

c. Cambridge

· The Royal Shakespeare Theatre is in…

a. Stratford upon Avon

b. London

c. Brighton

· This city became a very fashionable resort when the king started to spend his holidays there.

a. Edinburgh

b. Brighton

c. Sheffield

XII. The Highland Games take place …

a. in Glasgow

b. in Edinburgh

c. in all cities across Scotland

XIII.

In front of Buckingham Palace you will see

a. Queen Victoria Monument

b. Walter Scott Monument

c. Wellington Memorial

XIV. It has been rebuilt many times over its 1 000 year history, once it was a Palace, today it is …

a. St. Paul’s Cathedral

b. Buckingham Palace

c. The Houses of Parliament

XV. In this building the walls are adorned with the frescoes showing the scenes from famous battles.

i. Cardiff Castle

ii. The Houses of Parliament

iii. The Royal Pavilion

XVI. Many famous politicians and military men are buried at…

1. Lake District

2. Edinburgh Castle

3. St.Paul’s Cathedral

XVII. Its ruins stand as a symbol of the Roman Empire greatness.

a. Stonehenge

b. Walter Scott Memorial

c. Hadrian’s Wall

XVIII. Every summer thousands of students from different countries attend English language courses in …

a. Brighton

b. Oxford

c. Cambridge

IXX. Which of these cities has only 20 000 inhabitants and receives all its income from tourism.

a. Cardiff

b. Stratford upon Avon

c. Manchester

XX. Two famous fantasy books “The lord of the rings” and “The chronicles of Narnia” were written in …

1. Liverpool

2. Cambridge

3. Oxford

XXI. Make true sentences about the most famous British Castles and Palaces

	1. The Royal Pavilion

2. Cardiff Castle

3. Edinburgh Castle

4. The Palace of Holyroodhouse
	a. is in Brighton

b. is the Residence of the Monarch in Scotland

c. belonged to the richest family in the world

d. houses the ancient Scottish Regalia

e. is the venue for the Medieval Banquet

f. is built in the Oriental style

g. is the most well preserved medieval building in Wales

h. has church that is the oldest building in Edinburgh

i. is not open to the public in August and September

j. is the most visited place in Scotland

k. has a large park inhabited by peacocks

l. was described as “a waste of money”


XXII. On the top of Walter Scott Monument there is …

a. the statue of the writer

b. the viewing deck

c. both

XXIII. The largest ships in the world are built in …

a. Glasgow

b. Liverpool

c. Cardiff

XXIV. Match the cities and the sights

	1. Manchester

2. Glasgow

3. Liverpool
	a. The Museum of Football

b. The Museum of Science and Industry

c. The Imperial War Museum North

d. The biggest Protestant Cathedral in the UK

e. The Beatles Museum

f. Safari Park

g. The largest supermarkets in the country

h. Millennium Centre


XXV. Complete the sentences:

The biggest art festival in the UK takes place in …(where?)… in …(when?)…

The Beatles Week is in …(where?)… in …(when?) …

XXVI. Make true sentences

	1. stainless steel was invented …

2. electronic music appeared …

3. first professional DJ was from …
	a. in Brighton

b. Manchester

c. in Sheffield


Keys

I –c II – c III – a IV – a V – b VI – c VII – b VIII – a IX – c X – a XI – b XII – c XIII – a 

XIV – c XV – b XVI – c XVII – c XVIII – a IXX – b XX – c XXI (1-a,f,l / 2-c,e,g,k / 3-d,h,j / 4-b,i) XXII – c XXIII – a XXIV (1-b,c,g / 2-h,a / 3-d,e,f) XXV – Brighton, May / Liverpool, August XXVI (1-c,2-a,3-b)

Assignment 2
PROJECT
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Prepare a travel itinerary for your vacation in Britain. Use this outline map (контурная карта) of the UK. Mark on the map only the cities and places that you found very interesting and really want to visit. Present the trip to your friends: tell them about the places you plan to go to. Tell them why you chose these cities, what attractions you will see there, what cultural events take place there, etc. 

