About British Kings and Queens

Many great and not so great Kings and Queens have ruled Britain over past 1 000 years. Some became famous for their achievements, some for their lifestyle, some left no trace in history at all.

Here is a list of some of the most famous and interesting British Monarchs.

The decisions these Kings and Queens made, the steps they took often had a profound effect on Britain and helped make the UK the way we know it today.

1. William The Conqueror (1066 - 1087)
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First of all he was not English at all.

William was born in France and became friendly with the current English King, Edward. He attacked and invaded England on Edward's death. English Army was defated by Willliam at the Battle of Hastings. King William was the 1st King to have been crowned at Westmister Abbey which has been the site of all coronations ever since. King William also started the Domesday Survey, which was a huge record of England and its people. The Domesday book was the first national census.
	William The Conqueror made Westmister Abbey an important symbol of Monarchy in Britain


2. Richard The Lionheart (1189 - 1199)

He became famous for several reasons. First, he got his nickname because he was very brave and strong. There are stories about Richard having killed 3 men with a single blow of his right fist while his left hand was tied behind his back. He is also said to have been strong enough to lift up a horse.

Richard also became notoriously famous for spending extremely little time in his country: only 10 months in his 10 year reign as king.

A large chunk of Richard's time was spent on the Crusades. The crusades were nine wars to liberate Jerusalem (known as 'The Holy Land') from Islamic ruling.
3. Henry VIII (1509 - 1547)

Some say he is the most well known King of England. Famous for having 6 wives 2 of whom he accused of infidelity and beheaded.

His greatest achievement, which had a considerable impact on Britain, however, was severing ties with Vatican and converting his country to Protestantism. One of the most important reforms \in the history of Britain, it led to numerous conflicts between the Catholics and the Protestants for the next 200 years.
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	Henry VIII made England a Protestant country and drove the Catholics off his land


4. Elizabeth I (1558 - 1603)

Queen Elizabeth I is famous for being an excellent tactitian. She fought off the most powerful naval fleet on the Earth at that time (the Spanish Armada), with England's small naval fleet. During her reign many new territories were discovered and annexed by England. She never married, had no children but her troubled relationships with several men have been a source of much speculation ever since.

	Elizabeth’s live has been a subject of many books and films. She reigned for 45 years.
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5. James I (1603 - 1625)
King James I was the first ruler to call himself King of Great Britain, as he ruled England, Scotland and Wales. King James was the first King of Great Britain.

During King James I reign the gun power plot was foiled. Guy Fawkes, and his friends (who were all Catholics) tried to blow up the Houses of Parliament and kill the King to convert the country back to the Catholicism. But they were captured and executed.
To celebrate the fact that King James I had survived the attempt on his life, a public holiday was extablished on November 5th. This holiday is still widely celebrated today with parties and fireworks around the UK.
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	Guy Fawkes wanted to make England a Catholic country again.


6. Queen Victoria (1837 - 1901)

is known for her part in the industrial revolution. The Queen took Britain and turned it into a rich, powerful and confident country. Queen Victoria is still the longest reigning monarch in the history of Britain (she was on the throne for 64 years).

Queen Victoria died with 9 children, 40 grand-children and 37 great-grandchildren.

She was the 1st Monarch to use Buckingham Palace as Official Royal Residence. All British Kings and Queens have worked at this Palace ever since.

7. Edward VIII (1936)
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King Edward VIII ruled for only 325 days. He abdicated the thrown so that he could marry his love Wallis Simpson. A king was not allowed to marry a divorced woman and remained on the throne. So, he decided to abdicate. Edward and his wife went to live to the Bahamas Islands, their live was a subject of many books and films.
How much do you know

QUIZ

	Henry VIII
	the 1st King to use Westminster Abbey as a coronation site

	Elizabeth I
	the 1st King to call himself the King of Great Britain

	Victoria
	defeated the Spanish Armada

	William The Conqueror
	made Britain a Protestant country

	James I
	the longest reigning British Monarch


Say who…

· spent much of his time on the Crusades

· had 6 wives

· ruled for only 325 days

· conducted the 1st national census in England

· made Buckingham Palace the Official Royal Residence
