Arthur Conan Doyle and Sherlock Holmes

Sherlock Holmes is one of the cultural symbols of Britain. In London in Baker Street you can find his statue standing opposite the entrance to the Sherlock Holmes Museum. The Museum of the fictional character! Everybody knows that stories about Holmes were written by Arthur Conan Doyle (1859 – 1930). Very few people know that Holmes was Doyle’s greatest achievement and his greatest problem. His gift to the world and his curse…..

Arthur Conan Doyle was born into a prosperous family, who had a prominent position in the fashionable world. His mother was well educated, had a passion for books and was a master storyteller. The future writer’s father, on the other hand, was an alcoholic and managed to ruin his family’s fortune.
After Arthur reached his ninth birthday, his wealthy uncle offered to pay for his studies. It was during these years at school, that Arthur realized he also had a talent for storytelling. He was often found, surrounded by a crowd of totally enraptured younger students, listening to the amazing stories he would make up to amuse them.

After finishing school Arthur decided to follow a medical career and entered the University of Edinburgh. The young medical student met a number of future authors who were also attending the university, such as James Barrie (the author of Peter Pan) and Robert Louis Stevenson (the man behind The Treasure Island). But the man who most impressed and influenced Doyle, was without a doubt, one of his teachers, Dr. Joseph Bell. The good doctor was a master at observation, logic, deduction, and diagnosis. All these qualities were later to be found in the persona of the celebrated detective Sherlock Holmes. Dr. Bell is widely believed to have served as model for Sherlock. 
Arthur Conan Doyle was twenty years old and in his third year of medical studies when he succeeded in getting his first employment as ship's surgeon on the Hope, a whaling boat, about to leave for the Arctic Circle. Doyle took the job because he needed money. The Hope stopped near the shores of Greenland, where the crew proceeded to hunt for whales. The young medical student greatly enjoyed the camaraderie on board the ship and the whale hunt fascinated him. "I went on board the whaler a big straggling youth " he said, "I came off a powerful well-grown man". 

It is interesting to note that after the Arctic trip, Doyle became quite a Ladies man, boasting about being in love with five women at once… Nevertheless, a year later, he obtained his Bachelor of Medicine and Master of Surgery degree. 

Arthur Conan Doyle opened a practice in London where, as he later wrote about it in his autobiography, not a single patient ever crossed his door. This inactivity gave him a lot of time to think and as a result, he started writing the novel which catapulted him to fame. As Doyle put it: “I wanted to write down some things that I’d been turning in my mind for months… and I had so much free time with nothing to do”. The story was published under the title A Study in Scarlet
 and introduced us to the immortal Sherlock Holmes and his perpetually naïve sidekick Dr. Watson. The editor who accepted the story encouraged Doyle to write a series of short stories featuring the same characters.

Doyle’s next novel was set in the Middle Ages and is by now forgotten. This marked the start of a serious dichotomy
 in the author's life. There was Sherlock Holmes, who very quickly became world famous, in stories its author considered "commercial" and there were some serious historical novels, poems and plays, based upon which Conan Doyle expected to be recognized as a serious author. But the critics and readers only wanted to read about Holmes’ adventures. These stories brought Doyle fame and money but they could not keep him satisfied. When the editor sent him back one of his historical novel saying: “Have you got anything about Holmes?” Doyle decided to get rid of Sherlock Holmes. In The Final Problem Sherlock Holmes and Professor Moriarty plunged to their deaths at The Reichenbach Falls. As a result, the writer received twenty thousand angry letters from readers! 

Today it is hard to imagine to what extent Holmes was popular and to what extent he made his creator famous. Nowadays writers seldom become stars (one of the few examples is J.K.Rowling), but Arthur Conan Doyle was a real star! He could not come out in the street without someone pointing at him and saying: Look! Doyle! The man who writes about Sherlock Holmes!

Liberated from the character, who oppressed him and overshadowed what he considered his finer work, Doyle immersed himself into intensive activity. He was really shocked when practically all his “serious novels” failed and the only two which were well received were science fiction tales The Maracot Deep
 and The Lost World. 

In 1903 Doyle decided to bring Holmes back. It was all about the money. His publisher made him an offer he could not decline. The Return of Sherlock Holmes was an instant success. All in all Sherlock Holmes appeared in 56 short stories and 4 novels.

But Doyle really hated writing about Holmes! At one charitable dinner the writer was approached by some person who addressed him: Oh, you are Doyle, you created Sherlock Holmes! Doyle’s reaction was impulsive and unexpected, he went hysterical and started screaming: I did not create anything! It is all these stupid people, they make me write these stupid books!
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This accident was covered in media and made Doyle look ridiculous. Many people found his reaction strange. What did he have to complain about since Holmes really made him rich and famous?

The Punch Magazine published a cartoon showing how Doyle feels taken over by his creation.

Following this accident Doyle retired from making public appearances, left London and went to live in the country. When his son was killed in the First World War, this attributed to the author’s growing depression. 

In 1920 the very first film adaptation of Holmes’ adventures was made in America. The film director sent Doyle the telegram: the plotline is not good without a love story. Can we get Holmes a girlfriend?

Doyle wrote back: Get him a girlfriend, get him 3 wives, send him to China, kill him. Do whatever you want. I do not care!

By the end of his life Doyle seemed to have come to terms with his fame. He even started answering fanmail and kindly granted autographs to people who approached him in the street. When someone told him that he would go down in history as the man who wrote about Holmes, Doyle said: I am afraid, you are right.

Rivers of ink have flowed since 1887, when Sherlock Holmes was first introduced to the world. Today in the 21st century Holmes is as strong as ever. His museum in London is visited by about a million visitors a year. Not bad for the museum dedicated to the person who never existed!
According to the Guinnes Book of Records Sherlock Holmes is the most often portrayed movie character. Over the past 90 years there have been lots and lots of films and TV series based on Doyle’s characters. And do not mention comedies and parodies that spoofed Holmes and Watson !

Recently a string of commercially successful films directed by Guy Ritchie with Holmes portrayed by Robert Downey Jr came out. The BBC produced TV series Sherlock, which placed Holmes and Watson in the present day London, enjoyed high ratings and made millions of viewers around the world hold their breath as they watched the intricate plot unfold. The series became the most watched program on BBC and won many awards. Publishers and retailers reported a 180% rise in sales of Sherlock Holmes books during the series' broadcast.

Inspired by this success the American broadcaster CBS produced its own contemporary adaptation of the Holmes stories - the series Elementary in which Holmes resides in New York and has a female assistant Joanna Watson. The show was met with very positive reviews.
TASKS

I. True or False

1. Doyle’s parents were rich

2. During his school years Doyle started writing short stories

3. When a medical students, Doyle met some soon-to-become famous writers

4. Sherlock Holmes is said to have been based on Doyle’s friend

5. Doyle traveled to Greenland when he was 20

6. Doyle opened a practice in London, which was very successful

7. Apart from Holmes stories Doyle did not write anything else

8. Sherlock Holmes brought his creator popularity and public attention

9. The very first film about Holmes was made in England

10. Doyle was really concerned about the way hic characters were portrayed in cinema

II. Complete the sentences using the information from the text

1. Doyle’s uncle paid for his school because….

2. … and often young students would sit around him listening to his amazing stories.

3. Holmes is supposed to have been based on Dr. Bell who…..

4. The trip to the shores of Greenland changed Doyle and he…….

5. ….. but they could not satisfy him because he wanted to become “a serious author”.

6. Among Doyle’s not-Holmes novels only 2 were welcomed……

7. …. And he even started answering letters from his fans.

8. He seemed to have accepted the fact that he would go down in history as…..

III. Supply the missing data
1. Holmes was introduced to the world in ____________.

2. The Sherlock Holmes Museum has ______________ visitors a year.

3. Holmes and Watson have been featured in ________________ over the past 90 years.

4. _________________ enjoyed high ratings and won many awards.

5. The series “Sherlock” shows Holmes and Watson living in ________________.
6. The series “Elementary” shows Holmes being assisted by _________________.

7. __________________ played Holmes in Guy Ritchie’s films.

Take a loot at this cartoon. Why is it funny? Can you make up a story behind the cartoon?
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The British has a strong taste for good detective fiction. From Wilkie Collins’ The Moonstone (1868) – officially the first English detective novel, which served as the model for writers such as Arthur Conan Doyle and Chesterton, through the works of Agatha Christie into the 21st century the public enchantment with the detective stories continues. No wonder, the detective stories feed our hunger for mystery and suspense. Since the moment the TV came into our lives, the detective fiction has been successfully adapted as both made-for-TV movies and the TV series. The detective TV series, usually referred to as the detective dramas are very popular in the UK. Practically every TV channel has its own “trademark” detective drama, they are usually aired on Friday or Saturday evening in the 8 pm – 10 pm time slot. 
The basic pattern all detective stories follow is simple: there is a murder. The police officers arrive, find lots of clues and suspicion falls on many people. The criminal’s identity is revealed only 5 minutes before the story’s end and the murderer is always the person we never even could suspect !

The most watched detective dramas in the UK

On BBC you can watch Midsomer Murders, which has been made since 1997. The lead character is Inspector Barnaby, the story revolves around Barnaby’s efforts to solve numerous murders that take place in the fictional town of Midsomer.
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ITV has broadcast Lewis since 2006. The drama is set in Oxford where Inspector Lewis is assisted by Sergeant Hathaway in investigating numerous murders.
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Scottish TV is proud in having one of the most popular detective dramas in the UK – Taggart titled after its principal character Inspector Jim Taggart, is set in Glasgow and famous for featuring grizzly murders and sinister murderers. The series premiered in 1983 and over its first 10 years developed a cult following. When in 1994 Marc McManus, who had been playing Taggart, died, James McPherson replaced him and the series continued for 10 years more. In 2005 McPherson left, saying that he “was tired of the part”. The 3rd Taggart stepped in (actor Alex Norton) and the drama continues up until the present day. Officially Taggart is the longest running detective drama in the British TV history !

Across the Atlantic in the United States the crime series are also popular and attract millions of viewers but they are called cop show or police drama.
In the police drama the criminal’s identity is sometimes known to the audience from the start and the drama depicts the activities of a police force as they investigate crimes. A good example of the American police drama is CSI – Crime Scene Investigation (aired since 2000) it is a show about scientists who investigate how and why a person had died and if it is a murder or not. Such police procedures as gathering of evidence and the use of search warrants are shown in detail.

In 2012 CSI was the most watched TV series in USA.

TASK 1. Complete the sentences using the information from the text

1. The detective fiction is popular because ______________________

2. ____________________ is said to be the 1st English detective novel.

3. The detective dramas are usually aired on_____________________

4. In the traditional detective drama the murderer’s identity is revealed__________________

5. The longest running British detective drama is  ________________

6. In the States the crime series are usually referred to as ____________________________

7. ____________________________ are 2 principal police procedures depicted in the American police dramas.

TASK 2. Put the words in the correct form

1. In Taggart the principal character _________________________ (portray) by 3 different actors over the past 30 years.

2. In Midsomer Murders numerous murders _______________________ (commit) in the fictional town of Midsomer.

3. Since 2006 Inspector Lewis _______________________ (investigate) murders in Oxford.

� A Study in Scarlet –этюд в багровых тонах


� dichotomy –дихотомия (противоречие)


� The Maracot Deep –Маракотова бездна





