Introduction

A group of Russian students (they are Andrey, Nikolay, Irina, Olga) spend their holiday in London and want to see the most interesting places in this wonderful city. 

Their informative and entertaining tour guide Peter Owen will accompany them on this tour and show them the most famous attractions in the British capital.

Useful words and expressions:

Attraction-достопримечательность
to attract привлекать (внимание, интерес).

London attracts 10 million tourists every year. We will see the main London attractions.
To be situated / to lie находиться, располагаться
All main London attractions are situated on the banks of the River Thames. This Palace lies in the central part of the city.

Sight – достопримечательность,  to see the sights – осматривать достопримечательности
They wanted to see all the sights in this city.
Sightseeing tour ‘экскурсия, осмотр достопримечательностей, to go on a tour поехать на экскурсию

This sightseeing tour includes all the most interesting places in the city. Let’s go on this tour!

To visit посещать
Do you want to visit this museum? 

Some polite expressions to ask the way:

-Where is…, please?

-How do I get to…?

-Could you tell me the way to…?

-Is this the right way to…?

How to answer when you are asked for direction:

-Go straight ahead for 10 minutes

-Turn right (left) at the end of the street

-It is on the right (left)

-Take the bus number…

-Take the first (second, third) turning to the right (left)

How to thank your guide at the end of the tour:

-Thank you very much, everything was very interesting.

-The tour was wonderful! I enjoyed every minute of it!

Illustrative dialogues:

-What are your plans for tomorrow?

-Nothing special.

-Let’s go on a city tour.

-What will we start with?

-We will start with Westminster Palace.

-Is Buckingham Palace far from there?

-What will we see next?

-You should visit Westminster Abbey

-How can I get there?

-Go down this street, turn left and go straight ahead for 1 block. Or, take bus 20, it will take you only 5 minutes to get there.

Guide: Welcome to the capital of the United Kingdom. Every year millions of visitors come to enjoy London. This excursion is also a true photographer’s delight. Look at the map, please. This is our itinerary (маршрут):

1. Westminster Palace (also known as The Houses of Parliament)- the seat of the British Parliament-Вестминстерский Дворец (так же известный как Палаты Парламента)

2. Westminster Abbey- one of the oldest and most important churches in the world-Вестминстерское Аббатство
3. Buckingham Palace- the most famous Royal Palace in the world- Букингемский Дворец
4. Downing Street- the residence of the Prime Minister- Даунинг стрит, резиденция Премьер Министра
5. The Royal  Parks of London –Самые знаменитые парки Лондона: Гайд Парк /Hyde Park, Сэнт Джеймс Парк / St.James’s Park, Кенсингтон / Kensington Gardens

6. St.Paul’s Cathedral-Собор Святого Павла
7. Trafalgar Square-Трафальгарская площадь
8. The Tower of London-Тауэр 
Everybody who comes to London for the first time wants to see these sights. They are all in the central part of London. We are going on the London sightseeing tour!

STOP 1
Guide -Our tour starts on the north bank of the Thames. We are crossing Westminster Bridge that links the South and the North Banks of the Thames and is the oldest bridge in use in London.

Nikolay -When was it built?

Guide -Its construction began in 1854. The bridge was opened in 1862, it is 252 m long and 25 m wide. It has needed practically no repair since it was opened almost 150 years ago. Now we are near Westminster Palace- the seat of the British legislature. This is the place where laws are passed and all important political questions are discussed. As you see it is not just one building but a great mass of buildings. This vast complex covers an area of about 3 hectares. But if it says nothing to you about its size, try to imagine that it contains 1,100 rooms, 100 staircases and 11 halls.

The Palace is really impressive with its three massive towers: the highest of them is The Victoria Tower, it is 102 m high, then there is The Middle Tower and St.Stephen’s Tower, which is the most known tower in London because it houses the clock that people often call Big Ben. This tower is one of the most famous symbols of London. Even people who have never been to London will easily recognize it because Big Ben has been featured on postcards, stamps and the covers of the English language textbooks around the world. It is really one of the most photographed place in London and may be even in the world.

Olga - So, you mean that Big Ben is not the official name of this tower.

Guide -No, it is not. I would say it is something of a nickname. Besides, it is not the nickname of the tower or the clock. The proper name of the tower is St.Stephen’s Tower. This is the bell we call Big Ben.

Irina -Where did this nickname “Big Ben” come from?

Guide -Well, when in 1858 the Parliament decided to have a big bell on this tower, they discussed how to name it. Somebody said ‘Let’s call it Big Ben”, everybody laughed but liked this proposal. From that time the bell has been called Big Ben.

The House of Commons and House of Lords have met at Westminster Palace since 1550.

We can visit the Palace, it is open to the public. The entrance is at the Victoria Tower. Shall we go in?

After a security check at the entrance, we can wander through the corridors of power if you wish. If we are lucky and the two chambers – the House of Commons and the House of Lords – are in session, we will be able to watch debates.

We start at the House of Lords 
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At one end of the Chamber we see the Throne from which the Monarch reads the special speech when he/she opens the Parliament. The large amount of gilding can dazzle the eyes. The atmosphere is just fantastic here. Take a look at these beautiful frescoes that adorn the walls. The members of the chamber sit on the red benches. This is the traditional colour of the House of Lords. Do you see that red woolsack near the Throne, this is where the Lord Chancellor sits.

Andrey -What does he do?

Guide - He is the head of the House of Lords. 

Andrey -Do you mean that the Lord Chancellor sits on this sack during the session?

Guide -Sure, he does, it is a tradition. The woolsack is the symbol of Britain’s wealth. You may find it strange, but let me assure you that it is very comfortable and he is glad to have such a wonderful seat! 

Now let’s go to the House of Commons 

It is rather small. Visitors are often surprised at its size. It is not so splendid as the House of Lords. The members of the Parliament sit on the green benches, they are at either side of the Speaker’s chair.

Olga -I see the red line on the floor. What is it?
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Guide -Another great British tradition. When the members of the Parliament read their speeches, they should never step over this line. This tradition goes back to the medieval times when during the debates the members of the Parliament often fought with each other. The line was drawn to prevent them from doing it. Of course, nowadays there is no fighting at the Parliament.

The prime minister speaks from the centre of the chamber. You can stand where the prime minister stands and see the view he sees. Great, is not it?  

The Speaker's green chair is a present from the members of the Australian Parliament. 

These are the most interesting places we could see here. 

Some interesting facts

Did you know….

a. Westminster Palace is 1,000 years old. It was damaged by fire in the 19th century and rebuilt. An architect Charles Barry, who won a competition for the best design, redecorated the interior of the Palace.

b. During the debates the members of the House of Commons address each other as “The Honourable Member”, and in the Hose of Lords as “The Right Honourable Noble Lord”.
c. Westminster Bridge is painted green in honour of the House of Commons. It is interesting that there is Lambeth Bridge in London that is painted red in honour of the House of Lords.
d. All benches in the Palace are made of oak.

e. “Big Ben” bell weights 13.5 tons. It rang out for the first time in 1859. St.Stephen’s Tower is 98 m high.

f. The frescoes you can see in the Palace depict the scenes from famous battles in the history of Britain.

NB Обратите внимание
The British Parliament has two chambers. They are the House of Commons and the House of Lords. Британский парламент состоит из двух палат: Палаты Общин и Палаты Лордов. Сравните: российский парламент включает так же две палаты: нижнюю (Дума) и верхнюю (Совет Федераций).

Vocabulary
Legislature- законодательная власть
Impressive  внушительный

To feature-изображать, помещать на видное место

Something of-что-то вроде
Nickname прозвище

Bell колокол
The House of Commons палата общин
The House of Lords- палата лордов
Security check-пост охраны
To wander бродить
Gilding позолота
To adorn украшать
Woolsack мешок с шерстью
Lord chancellor Лорд Канцлер
The Right Honourable Noble Lord- Достопочтенный благородный Лорд
Oak дуб
Check your knowledge!

Ex.1 How much have you learned?

1. Where is Westminster Palace situated?

2. How many rooms are there in the Palace?

3. What is the name of the tower that contains famous Big Ben?

4. Why is Westminster Palace so impressive and recognizable?

5. When did the Palace become the seat of the Parliament?

6. Can the tourists watch the debates in the Parliament?

7. What is the traditional colour of the House of Lords?

8. Why does the Lord Chancellor sit on the woolsack?

9. What incidents often happened in the Parliament long time ago?

10. Where does the Prime Minister stand when he addresses the Parliament?

Ex. 2 True or false

1. Westminster Palace consists of only one building.

2. “Big Ben” is the name of the clock.

3. Westminster Palace has 3 towers.

4. The entrance to the Palace is at the Middle Tower.

5. The British Parliament consists of 2 chambers.

6. The public can not enter the palace.

7. The House of Commons is as splendid as the House of Lords.

8. The Speaker of the House of Commons sits on a green chair.

9. No tourist is allowed to stand on the place where the Prime Minister usually stands.

10. The Lord Chancellor sits on the black woolsack.

Ex. 3 Translate these sentences into English:

Вестминстерский дворец- огромный комплекс зданий, в котором около 1000 комнат. Здесь расположены две палаты британского парламента: Палата Лордов и Палата Общин. Палата Лордов ослепляет своим богатством: здесь вы увидите королевский трон, настенные фрески, изображающие сцены из прошлого Великобритании. Члены палаты сидят на скамьях красного цвета- это традиционный цвет Палаты Лордов. В Лондоне есть Ламбетский мост, который выкрашен в красный цвет в честь Палаты Лордов.
Ex. 4 Replace the pronouns with the words from the text

1. It is the most photographed sight of London.

2. You enter the Palace after you pass through it.
3. The Monarch sits on it.
4. They are red.

5. It is the symbol of the wealth of Britain.

6. You will see it on the floor in the House of Commons.

7. The chair of the Speaker is a present from there.
Ex. 5 Gather the information from the text on:

a. the history of the Palace

b. the history of Big Ben

Your friend, who has never been to London, wants to learn more about these sights. Answer his/her questions:

1. Big Ben is a famous clock in London, is not it?

2. Is it the highest tower in London?

3. Why is it called Big Ben?

4. Where does the Parliament sit?

5. Is it an old building? Is it large?

6. How long has the Parliament met there?

Ex. 6 Imagine that you are a tour guide. Show your friends around the House of Lords. Tell them about the most interesting things you can see there: the frescoes, the throne, the woolsack, the way the Lords address each other. Answer their questions about the place.

Model 

–You will see really beautiful frescoes in the House of Lords.

-What do these frescoes depict?

-Mostly the scenes from the history of Britain.

Ex. 7 The guide is showing a group of tourists around the House of Commons. These are the questions he is asked. What are his answers?

-Do the members of the House of Commons call each other the same way as in the House of Lords?

-…

-Why are all benches green?

-..

-Does the Speaker sit on the woolsack too?

-…

-What is this red line on the floor for?

-…

Ex. 8 Say what facts about The Houses of Parliament surprised or interested you. Would you recommend your friends to visit this place if they go to London?

Ex. 9 Make up a dialogue. One of you wants to get to Westminster Palace and asks for direction. Use the phrases from the Introduction section

Supplementary reading

The British Coat of Arms – Герб Великобритании





In the House of Lords you can see the British Coat of Arms, it is right above the Throne. What is its symbolical meaning?
The shield (щит) shows the symbols of different parts of the United Kingdom. You can see the three lions of England, the lion of Scotland and the Irish harp (арфа). Two animals support the shield: the English lion and the Scottish unicorn. The lion has been a symbol of the Royal power and courage since the ancient time. The unicorn symbolizes history and traditions. Above the shield there is the Royal Crown. Below the shield you can read the motto (девиз) of the Monarch- God and my right.

STOP 2
Just a short walk from the Houses of Parliament takes us to Westminster Abbey. It is the oldest and the most important church in England.  Westminster Abbey is the official church of the British Monarch. The coronations of all British monarchs has taken place here since 1066 and many kings and queens are buried here, besides, it is the most beautiful church in the country and it is 31 metres high.

Let’s enter the main hall of the Abbey- the nave, you see the rows of chairs, the stained glass windows that are really impressive. The crystal chandeliers hanging on the ceiling were a gift from the people of Ireland in honour of the Abbey’s 900th anniversary.

Look at the left. A portrait of Richard II hangs of the wall. It is the oldest portrait of an English monarch. The portrait was painted in the 14th century and shows the king in his royal robes with the royal symbols in his hands.

Nikolay -What is he famous for?

Guide -Actually his reign was not very remarkable but he gave lots of money to the Abbey. At the end of the hall you see the Tomb of the Unknown Warrior. It commemorates the British who died in various military conflicts.

[image: image3.jpg]


Now we are going to the Sanctuary-the central part of the Abbey, there are monuments to heroes and important Britons. Turn right. OK, we are at the Poets’ Corner. You see the monument to William Shakespeare that was made in 1740, this monument is surrounded by monuments to other great British writers: Robert Burns, Jane Austen, the Bronte sisters.

And here is the Coronation Chair. All kings and queens sat on this chair when they were crowned. The Chair has been used at all coronations since 1307. It is a very important symbol of Monarchy.

Olga -I see nothing special about it. It looks very plain.

Guide -Well, yes, but now it is difficult to imagine that 700 years ago it was gilded, painted and adorned with precious stones. When the present Queen Elizabeth II was crowned in 1952, she sat on it. The Chair will be used again at the next coronation.

Irina -Is there anything else worth seeing?

Guide-The Royal tombs and the monuments to famous people: the scientists Isaac Newton and Charles Darwin, the writers Charles Dickens and Rudyard Kipling, the actor and director Laurence Olivier.

Some interesting facts

Did you know:

a. The first Monarch who was crowned at the Abbey was William the Conqueror (Вильгельм Завоеватель), it happened in 1066.

b. Westminster Abbey stands on the site where the first church was built in 1065, it was later rebuilt and enlarged many times.

NB Обратите внимание
The British honoured with the monuments at the Abbey are:

Robert Burns (Роберт Бернс) (1759-1796)- a famous poet whose birthday on January 25 is celebrated as a national holiday- Burns’ Night.

Jane Austen (Джейн Остин) (1775-1847)- a famous writer whose satirical novels “Pride and Prejudice” (Гордость и предубеждение) and “Sense and Sensibility” (Чувства и чувствительность) led her to be accepted as one the greatest writers in Britain.

The Bronte sisters: (сестры Бронте) three sisters- Charlotte (1816-1855), Anne (1820-1849), Emily (1818-1848) each of whom wrote several books and developed her own unique style. Charlotte’s novel “Jane Eyre” (Джейн Эйр) and Emily’s “Wuthering Heights” (Грозовой перевал) are now considered classic. 

Isaac Newton (Исаак Ньютон) (1642-1727)-one of the most brilliant intellects of all time.

Charles Dickens (Чарльз Диккенс) (1812-1870)-one of the most popular writers in the history of literature. His most famous novels are “Oliver Twist” (Оливер Твист), “The great expectations” (Большие надежды), ‘The Pickwick papers” (Записки Пиквикского клуба).

Rudyard Kipling (Редьярд Киплинг) (1865-1936)- a famous writer, the first British writer who won the Nobel prize for Literature. Although he wrote lots of novels and short stories now he is remembered for his children’s book “The jungle book” (Книга джунглей).

Charles Darwin (Чарльз Дарвин) (1809-1882)-a scientist who developed the evolutionary theory.

Laurence Olivier (Лоренс Оливье) (1907-1989)-an actor and director who is regarded as the most brilliant actor of the 20th century.

Vocabulary

Coronation-коронация
Nave-неф (центральная часть церкви)

Stained glass window-витраж
Robe-одеяние
The Tomb of the Unknown Warrior-могила неизвестного солдата
Sanctuary-святилище
Coronation Chair коронационный стул
Ex. 1 Questions:

1. Why is Westminster Abbey an important place?

2. How old is the Abbey?

3. What present did the Abbey get on its 900 anniversary?

4. What portrait is the oldest painting of an English king?

5. How many parts does Westminster Abbey consist of?

6. What is the central part of the Abbey called?

7. How many British writers are mentioned in the test?

8. When was the Coronation Chair used for the first time?

Ex. 2 True or false

1. There are the monuments only to the British kings and queens in Westminster Abbey.

2. The Abbey is about 30m high.

3. Westminster Abbey is among the most beautiful churches in the United Kingdom.

4. There are many portraits of British monarchs in the nave.

5. The Abbey has been the coronation place of British monarchs for 900 years.

6. The famous people from all over the world have been honoured with the monuments in Westminster Abbey.

7. The main hall of the Abbey is very large.

Ex. 3 Gather the information from the text on

1. the most interesting things you will see in the main hall.

2. the Coronation Chair

3. the Poets’ Corner

Tell your friends about these attractions, answer their questions:

a. Where can we see the Tomb of the Unknown Warrior?

b. How often is the Coronation Chair used?

c. What are the most famous British writers and scientists?

Ex. 4 Complete these sentences:
1. Westminster Abbey is near…

2. Since 1066 … has taken place here.

3. On the occasion of the Abbey 900 anniversary … gave it …

4. The Sanctuary, which is … of the Abbey, houses …

5. The Coronation Chair, which was made in … , has been used at … 

6. William the Conqueror became the first … who …

7. … is in the nave of the Abbey and commemorates the people who …
Ex. 5 Make a short  report on the topic: “What I saw at Westminster Abbey”. Tell your friends if you found the Abbey interesting and why.

STOP 3

-Our next stop is Buckingham Palace- the official residence of the British Monarch. The Palace is situated at the end of a wide avenue, the Mall. It is certainly one of the most famous buildings in the world. It is also one the greatest tourist attractions in London.

Andrey -Who is the present Monarch of the United Kingdom?

Guide -Her Majesty The Queen Elizabeth II.

Irina -Does she live in Buckingham Palace?
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Guide -Well, Buckingham Palace is her official residence. It is used for many official events, receptions. The Palace is also a busy administrative centre. The Queen’s real home is Windsor Castle that is not far from London. She spends her weekends and holidays there but on weekdays she stays at Buckingham Palace.

Nikolay -The Palace does not look very large… 

Guide - In reality it is a vast building with 400 rooms, a swimming pool, a tennis court, and a large garden with a lake. 550 persons work in the Palace, they help The Queen in her job as the Head of State. They also keep the Palace clean.

Olga - Can we enter the Palace?

Guide -Yes, it is open to visitors during August and September when the Queen is on holiday. The tourists are only admitted to some parts of the Palace but we will be able to visit the most beautiful rooms in the Palace.

Let’s start!

We are in the Grand Hall now. The great staircase in front of you is made of marble and leads to the Throne Room.

Nikolay - There are so many portraits on the walls. Who are all these people?

Guide - The Queen’s great grandfather, grandfather and other ancestors. They were kings and queens many years ago. Some portraits are 200 years old.

This is the Throne Room. It is one of the largest rooms in London.

Olga - Yes, it is really long and wide. Why are there two thrones?

Guide - The second is for the Queen’s husband. The Queens uses this room to meet very important guests. The Prime Minister comes to see her every week, when a foreign Head of State visits Britain, the Queen also welcomes him/her in the Throne Room. All official photographs of Elizabeth II are taken here.

From here we go to the State Dining Room. 
Olga - It is so beautiful! Amazing! Does the Queen have her dinner here every day?

Guide - No, this hall is used for State Banquets. On the walls you see the priceless paintings by Rembrandt, Rubens. There are very many State Banquets every year. About 50, 000 people visit the Palace every year as guests of the Queen. Once a year the Queen holds the Diplomatic Reception here with 1,500 guests. They sit at this enormous table you see in the centre of the room. The table is so big that people who polish it attach dusters to their feet and walk on it.

The next room we will visit is the Drawing Room.

In this room the Queen meets ambassadors, judges and clergy who come to visit her. All furniture here dates from the 19th century.

Sometimes it is used as a concert hall for concerts and performances.

In this room the Queen meets recipients of British honours and give them their awards.

Nikolay - What are the main British awards?

Guide - The St.George Cross and the Order of British Empire.

Through the Drawing Room we can go to the Palace garden. It covers 40 acres. There are many flowers and trees and even a landing pad for helicopter that the Queen sometimes uses.

In summer the Queen gives three garden parties. The party always starts at 4 pm. Guests enjoy tea and sandwiches in the garden.

Olga - Who does the Queen invite to her parties?

Guide - The people who have done good work in different fields: scientists, politicians, sportsmen.

Some interesting facts

Did you know:

a. The Palace was built in 1677 and received its name from the Duke of Buckingham who lived there. In 1762 king George III bought the Palace as a present for his wife.

b. The first monarch who worked and lived in the Palace was Queen Victoria in the 19th century. Since then all British Monarchs have used Buckingham Palace as their working place.

c. Buckingham Palace was opened to the public in 1994. The money the Queen received from the tourists went to restore her home, Windsor Castle, after the great fire.

NB Обратите внимание

St.George Cross and the Order of British Empire-Крест Святого Георга и Орден Британской Империи- две высшие награды Великобритании. Вручаются за выдающиеся заслуги перед страной. Traditionally there are 21 Investitures (Award Ceremonies) a year- 9 in spring, 2 in summer and 10 in autumn. When a person is awarded by the Queen, she touches a sword against his/her shoulder. 
По традиции, монарх вручает награды на специальной церемонии, которая по- английски называется Investiture. В общей сложности, за год вручается 21 награда- 9 весной, 2 летом и 10 осенью. Во время церемонии королева дотрагивается мечом до плеча лауреата.  
In the UK Church is not separated from the State. The Monarch is also the Head of the Church of England. В Великобритании церковь не отделена от государства, монарх является помимо всего прочего Главой Англиканской Церкви. Сравните: в России глава государства - Президент, глава Православной Церкви – Патриарх. 
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Vocabulary

The Mall- Мэлл (название улицы)

Her Majesty – Ее Величество (принятая форма обращения к королеве: Your Majesty-Ваше Величество)

Windsor Castle Виндзорский Замок
Reception прием
Grand Hall Гранд Холл (название большого зала на первом этаже Букингемского Дворца)

Throne Room тронный зал
Ancestor предок
Head of State-глава государства
State Dining Room главная столовая
Rembrandt, Rubens Рембрандт, Рубенс (великие художники прошлого)

Banquet банкет
Diplomatic Reception дипломатический прием (торжественный обед, на который приглашаются представители всех стран, с которыми у Великобритании есть дипломатические связи)

Duster щетка
Drawing Room гостиная
Clergy представители церкви

Recipient лауреат
Duke герцог
Ex. 1 Questions:

1. Where does Buckingham Palace lie?

2. Is the Palace a home of the Royal Family?

3. Where does the Queen spend her weekends?

4. How many people work in Buckingham Palace?

5. When can you visit the palace?

6. How many thrones will you see in the Throne Room?

7. Who comes to see the Queen at the palace?

8. What kind of food is served at the garden party?

9. When did the palace become the Royal residence?

10. Why did the Queen decide to open the palace to the public?

Ex. 2 True or false

2. Buckingham Palace is small.

3. The palace is open for the tourists in July and August?

4. There are 400 rooms in the building.

5. The Queen never leaves London.

6. You can visit all rooms and halls at the palace.

7. When you enter the Grand Hall the first thing you see is the marble staircase.

8. Buckingham Palace was damaged by fire in 1994.

9. The Diplomatic Receptions are held three times a year.

10. The Prime Minister meets the Queen to discuss political matters every week.

11. The palace stands in the centre of the great garden.

Ex. 3 Find the information on:

a. the history of the Palace 

b. the official receptions that take place at Buckingham Palace

c. the British awards

Ex. 4 Act as a tour guide. Tell your friends about the things you can see in the Palace. Answer these questions:

b. Why is the Palace called “Buckingham”?

c. Who built it?

d. How many people visit the palace as the guests of the British Monarch?

e. What does the Queen do in different rooms at the Palace. Who does she meet in:

i. The Throne Room

ii. The State Dining Room

iii. The Drawing Room

f. How many award ceremonies take place at Buckingham Palace every year?

Ex. 5 Describe the rooms you can visit at the palace. Replace the pronouns with the words from the text.

1. They are very old and adorn the walls of the Grand Hall.

2. You can see them in the State Dining Room.

3. Sometimes it serves as the concert hall.

4. More than 1,000 people can sit at it.
5. You pass through the Drawing Room to get there.
Ex. 6 Translate these sentences into English:

Все туристы, приезжающие в Лондон, хотят посетить Букингемский дворец- резиденцию монарха и место проведения многих официальных мероприятий. Во дворце 400 комнат, но для туристов открыты только большой зал на первом этаже и несколько комнат наверху. Вы можете посетить тронный зал, гостиную и столовую, где проходят официальные банкеты и приемы. В гостиной монарх традиционно вручает высшие государственные награды: Орден Британской Империи и Крест Св.Георга. Летом в саду, который окружает дворец, проходят приемы на открытом воздухе.

Ex. 7 What is the most interesting thing you have learned about Buckingham Palace? Did you like this London attraction?

Ex. 8 Make up a dialogue. Ask the way to Buckingham Palace.

STOP 4
Guide - Welcome to Number 10, Downing Street. It is really the most famous front door in the world. 

This street is near Westminster Palace, and it got its name from George Downing who was the Treasury Secretary in the British government in 1667.

This house has been the residence of all British prime ministers since 1730. All important government meetings take place here. Here, in Britian when we say “Downing Street” we usually mean “The British Government”.

Before 1990 the tourists could come up to the building and even take a picture of themselves in front of this famous door. Unfortunately today it is impossible,. The special gates were constructed for security reasons and now the largest part of Downing street is closed to the public.

Nikolay - So, we will not be able to visit the Prime Minister residence...
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Guide - Actually, the building was never open to the public. First of all, the residence is not very large. There is the prime minister’s study on the first floor. In this room the prime minister works, writes or reads papers, meets colleagues and receives important guests. There is the press office where he usually gives interviews.

On the second floor there is a private apartment of the prime minister.

Irina - Does he live here?

Gide - Of course, 10, Downing street is not only his working place but a home for his family. It is a tradition, when in office, prime ministers live with their families in Downing street.

Irina - I think it is very difficult to live practically where you work, it is so difficult to separate family life and work.

Guide - Well, I agree with you, but it allows him to kepp in touch with all events that happen in the country.

Olga - Do prime ministers bring their own furniture with them when they move in?

Guide - They used to do it until the 20th century. Every prime minister, when he moved to Downing Street, brought his own households: bedding, crockery and furniture. They even brought their own paintings to hang on the walls. Today they do not need to do it.

Nmber 10 Downing Street is a very busy place. The government meet here every Thursday.

Andrey - Do you mean that the ministers gather together here?
Guide - Yes, they come to the prime minister to discuss different affairs. There is a special room for these meetings. The Cabinet Room. Here I have a picture of it. In the centre you see an oval table. It was specially designed to allow all ministers to see and hear one another. Every member of the government has his or her own chair. The Prime Minister always sits with his back to the fireplace. The most interesting things in the room are the silver on the table and a gold sword. The silver was a gift from the American President and the sword was a present of the Emir of Kuwait. It hangs on the wall, near the window. This room has the soundproofed doors.

Nikolay - I think  the place like this must be guarded very good.

Guide - That is right. All windows in the building have glass 7 cm thick.

The house is also a workplace for the people who help the prime minister. There are some secretaries, a press centre, some switchboard clerks and a special department that sorts mail. They work on the ground floor.

Some interesting facts
Did you know…

a. The chairs that stand around the table in the Cabinet Room have been used since the 19th century. Only the Prime Minister’s chair have arms.

b. Smoking is forbidden at the Prime Minister’s Office. If someone wants to smoke, they must go to the street.

c. There are many racks with books and maps in the Cabinet Room. The ministers often use them when they discuss international affairs.

NB Обратите внимание
Cabinet consists of the ministers who meet regularly under the chairmanship of the Prime Minister. Кабинет состоит из министров, которые регулярно встречаются под председательством премьер министра.

There are two major parties in the UK: the Conservative Party and the Labour Party. Две основные и самые влиятельные партии Великобритании: партия консерваторов и лейбористов.

Vocabulary

Front door –входная дверь
The Treasury Secretary- министр финансов
Study-рабочий кабинет

Cabinet кабинет министров

To separate-отделять

Households домашние принадлежности

Bedding постельные принадлежности

Crockery посуда

Affair дело
The silver-столовое серебро
Sword меч

Emir Эмир

Soundproofed звуконепроницаемый
Switchboard коммутатор
Ex. 1 How much have you learned?

1. Does it take long to get to Downing Street from The Houses of Parliament?

2. How did this street get its name?

3. When did Number 10 Downing Street become the residence of the Prime Minister?

4. Can you visit the Prime Minister residence?

5. Where do prime ministers usually live?

6. Did the government always furnish the residence for the prime minister or did they have to do it themselves?

7. How often does the Cabinet meet?

8. Where do the ministers always meet?

9. Do the ministers use the books and maps during their meetings?

10. How old is the furniture that is in the Cabinet Room?

Ex. 2 True or false

2. Downing Street was named in honour of the British prime minister.

3. Downing Street is a synonym of The Government.

4. The security gates were built in the street in 1991.

5. Before 1990 tourists could enter the residence of the prime minister and tour it.

6. The Prime Minister works and meets with other ministers in the same room.

7. The Prime Minister lives on the second floor.

8. The government meetings take place every Tuesday.

9. The residence of the Prime Minister is not large.

10. The people who help the Prime Minister also live in Downing Street.

11. You can not smoke at Number 10, Downing Street.

Ex. 3 What does the text say about

1. the daily activities of the Prime Minister

2. the Cabinet meetings

3. the way Downing Street is kept safe

Use the information from the text and reply to these comments of your friend:

a. I think the Prime Minister has a lot of work to do every day.

b. The ministers gather together not very often and discuss only some domestic affairs.

c. I heard that the prime minister residence is not open to the public.

Ex. 4 Imagine that you are in the Cabinet Room. What would you see there? These sentences can help you. Replace the pronouns with the words from the text.

1. It is in the centre of the room.

2. You can see them around the table.

3. The Prime Minister always sits with his back to it.
4. It hangs near the window.

5. The President of the USA presented it to the British prime minister.

Ex. 5 Write a few sentences about the most interesting things you have learned about Downing Street. You may start like this:

“When we were on a London sightseeing tour, we stopped at famous Downing Street. Our guide told us that…”

Ex. 6 Was Downing Street interesting to you? Is it worth visiting?

Ex. 7 Who is the present prime minister of the UK?

David Cameron
Born 9 October 1966
Cameron studied Philosophy, Politics and Economics at Oxford. He then joined the Conservative Party.  
Became the prime minister in May 2010. The 43 year old Cameron became the youngest British Prime Minister in 200 years.
Assignments:

I. Complete these sentences using the information from the text about Downing Street:

a. David Cameron lives in...

b. In his study on the first floor he usually…

c. He gives interviews in…

STOP 5

The Royal Parks of London.

London is a green city with lots of parks and gardens. The 3 best known parks are

1. Hyde Park

2. St.James’s Park

3. Kensington Gardens

Hyde Park is the largest park in London. In the 18 and 19 centuries it was a place where kings and queens walked and rode, and duels were fought. The park was founded in 1536, now it is a popular place for recreation. In the park you can find playgrounds, the most popular place is The Lookout-an educational centre where children learn about nature, and lots of catering outlets, they offer everything from a simple sandwich to 3-course meals.

People come here to enjoy sports: football, cycling, roller-skating. There is a large lake called the Serpentine, you can rent a boat and enjoy rowing.

The most popular attraction in the park is The Diana, Princess of Wales, Memorial Fountain. It was built in 2004 in the memory of late Princess Diana.

Olga - I see that the fountain is designed in the shape of a heart.

Guide - Yes, it symbolizes Diana’s generosity and openness.

The other tourist attraction in the park is Marble Arch. It was designed by John Nash in the style of a Roman triumphal arch and built in 1828. It was planned that this arch would be standing in front of Buckingham Palace but the king did not like the view and the arch was moved to this park.

St.James’s Park

If Hyde Park is the largest park in London, this is the oldest one.  The park was founded in 1532 and for many years it was the place where many fetes of all kinds were held. Now its vast territory is covered with avenues of trees and lawns that are used by joggers. Visitors can enjoy the quiet atmosphere, and some like to feed ducks. Tourists like to take pictures of the Queen Victoria Memorial-the main attraction in the park. This memorial honours the Queen Victoria- the longest reigning monarch in the history of Britain.

Nikolay - I see the figure of the queen is surrounded by other figures. What do they represent?

Guide - Besides the marble statue of Victoria, the memorial includes the glittering figures of Victory and Courage. In 1704 the Orangery was opened in the park. Over the years it has acquired a reputation for good plant collection.

Kensington Gardens

This park is very popular for sunbathing and picnics in fine weather. Sport activities are forbidden here because of the historic significance of the park. The Gardens main role is to be a place where people living or working in central London can take a rest and enjoy the silence. Kensington Gardens were the last park in London that was opened to the public. Until the 19th century only the Royal Family could walk here.

The most interesting attractions here:

The Diana, Princess of Wales, Memorial Playground, opened in 2000.

The bronze statue of Peter Pan.

Irina - Who does it honour?

Guide - This statue portrays the main character of James Barry’s famous children’s book “Peter Pan”.

There is the Elfin Oak carved with figures of fairies and elves in the park. And you will see the Queen Victoria statue sculpted by her daughter, Princess Louise, to celebrate 50 years of her mother’s reign.

Some interesting facts

Did you know…

a. The patch of land where Hyde Park lies was bought by Henry VIII from the monks of Westminster Abbey. The park got its name from the mansion of Hyde which also belonged to the Abbey and stood there.

b. In the 13th century there was St. James hospital on the place of St.James’s Park. This is from this hospital that the park took its name.

c. You can visit all 3 parks in one day since they are linked by an 11 km walk which goes through them.

NB Обратите внимание
Diana, Princess of Wales, also known as Lady Diana Spencer (1961-1997)- Queen Elizabeth II daughter-in-law and mother of Prince William, the heir to the throne. In her life time she gave active support to various charities caring for homeless children and AIDS victims. When she died in a car crash, she became the first member of the Royal Family who died such a tragic way in some centuries. Her state funeral was watched on TV by millions around the world. She is commemorated by numerous monuments around the UK.

John Nash (1752-1835)- a famous British architect who designed many buildings and squares. His most famous work is Trafalgar Square in London.

James Barry (1860-1937)- a British writer, who produced several very successful novels and plays but became world wide famous after writing “Peter Pan” (1904)-the story about the adventures of Peter Pan, “the boy who does not grow up”, in the fantastic country of Neverland.

Queen Victoria – reigned from 1837 till 1901. She was very popular and loved by people. The time of her reign is called “The age of Victoria” (Викторианская эпоха).

Vocabulary

To ride (rode) ездить верхом
Duel дуэль

Catering outlets места общественного питания
3 course meal обед из 3 блюд
fete празднество

Elfin Oak волшебный дуб
Ex. 1 Match the parks and the attractions you can see there

	In Hyde Park you can see…

St. James’s Park is famous for…

In Kensington Gardens the tourists like to visit...
	a. Marble Arch

b. The Diana, Princess of Wales, Memorial Fountain

c. The Orangery

d. The Lookout

e. The Queen Victoria Memorial

f. The Diana, Princess of Wales, Memorial Playground

g. The Elfin Oak

h. The Queen Victoria statue


Ex. 2  Present one of the Royal Parks to your friends. Answer the following questions:

1. Which park would you recommend them to visit?

2. What can they do and see there?

a. Can they practice any sports there? 

b. Can they have a snack there?

c.  What sights in this park do the tourists like to visit?

3. What do you know about the history of this park?

Ex. 3 Replace the pronouns with the words from the text

1. Children learn about nature there.

2. It is a large lake where the tourists enjoy boating.

3. It was opened in 2004.

4. Besides her statue there are the figures of Victory and Courage there.

5. It is made of bronze and stands in Hyde Park.

6. It is carved with figures of fairy tale creatures.

7. She made it to honour her mother, the Queen Victoria.

STOP 6

We are approaching St. Paul’s Cathedral. This is one of the symbols of London. There has been a cathedral on this site for 1,500 years. The first church was built in 604 but burnt down in 1136. the building was reconstructed in the 14th century and became the largest church in England. Unfortunately it was destroyed by fire in 1666.

Andrey - So, the present cathedral is not very old. When was it built?

Guide - Actually, it is rather old, this cathedral was completed in 1710.

Andrey - How long did it take to build the cathedral?

Guide - About 35 years. The work began in 1675 under the supervision of a great English architect Christopher Wren.  He designed many churches across England but St.Paul’s Cathedral is his masterpiece. The cathedral is 175 m long and 111 m high.

Olga - The interior of the cathedral is very beautiful. Especially these mosaic decorations.

Guide - They are not very old, they were made in the 19th century. After looking around let’s go to the Whispering Gallery.

Nikolay - What is it?

Guide - One of the most famous places in London and in the world. It is famous for its unique acoustic. If you whisper anything on one side of the gallery, your words will be heard very clearly on the other side. To get to the gallery we will have to climb 263 steps.

If you are not tired and ready to climb another 118 steps, you will be able to stand outside the Dome and enjoy a fantastic view over London. 

Some interesting facts

Did you know…

a. St.Paul’s Cathedral is a place for many state ceremonies. Every year a special service is held on the occasion of the Monarch’s birthday.

b. In the basement of the cathedral there are the graves of some famous people including Christopher Wren himself.

NB Обратите внимание
Christopher Wren (1632-1723) a famous English architect. Apart from St.Paul’s Cathedral he designed the Royal Observatory (Greenwich), and Chelsea Royal Hospital (London).

Vocabulary

Under the supervision под руководством
Whispering Gallery галерея шепота
Acoustic акустика
Dome купол
Ex. 1 Questions

1. How many times was St.Paul’s Cathedral rebuilt?

2. Who supervised the construction of the present building?

3. How long and high is the cathedral?

4. When did the construction of the cathedral begin?

5. What can tourists see inside the cathedral?

6. Why is it worth climbing to the Dome?

7. What is the Whispering Gallery famous for?

8. How many steps do you have to take to get a panoramic view over London?

9. Was Christopher Wren a famous architect.

Ex. 2 Complete these sentences

1. After looking around the cathedral you can climb … and … the Whispering Gallery.

2. In 1666 St.Paul’s Cathedral was…

3. Christopher Wren had already built many buildings and churches when in 1675…

4. The decorations you can see … date from …

5. In the Whispering Gallery you can clearly hear the words that…

6. St.Paul’s Cathedral is one of…

7. Every year a special service is held…

Ex. 3 Act as a guide. Show your friends around the cathedral. Invite them to ascend to the Dome or descend to the basement. Tell them about things they can see there.

Ex. 4 Make true sentences

	1. The church built in 604 had to be rebuilt in the 14th century…

2. The construction of the present cathedral began…

3. Christopher Wren was invited to design the cathedral…

4. Although the church was completed in the 18th century…
	a. …the mosaic decorations were added 100 years later.

b. …because he was the most famous architect at that time.

c. …because it was destroyed by fire in 1136.

d. …after the previous church burnt down in 1666.


STOP 7
Trafalgar Square.

We are at Trafalgar Square- the largest square in central London. Undoubtedly, the most famous square in the world. Here we will stop and you can walk around.

Nikolay - It is just amazing. I have seen so many pictures of this place but in reality it is much bigger than I could imagine.

Guide - Yes, it is. This place is famous not only for its size. Trafalgar Square is the point of mass meetings and various events as well as celebrations throughout the year. Several millions of tourists visit this place to enjoy its magnificent design.

Irina - This is Nelson’s Column in the centre, is not it?

Guide - Yes, this impressive monument was created in the memory of the victory of Admiral Nelson over the Spanish fleet in 1805. The battle took place at Cape Trafalgar in the Straits of Gibraltar on October 21, and became a turning point in a very long war.

Olga - This is the battle, I guess, that the Square took its name from.

Guide - Exactly. To commemorate this victory it was decided to make this Square which was completed and opened to the public in 1832. Ten years later the monument to Admiral Nelson was erected. The column is 50 m high, on its top you can see 5 m stone statue of Nelson.

Andrey - Why are there the statues of 4 lions around the column?

Guide - They symbolize courage and bravery, these lions, each 6 m long and 4 m high, by the way, were made of bronze and placed here in 1867.

Olga - Could you tell us about the events that take place in Trafalgar Square?

Guide - First of all, the Lightning of Christmas Tree Ceremony takes place on 29 November. Then in December the Square turns into a venue for Christmas festivities: every day musicians perform both classical and modern music to raise money for various charities, the illumination is fantastic! The Square is an ocean of light! 

The Square is the place of celebrating the New Year. Crowds of people light bonfires and shoot firecrackers. In February we celebrate Chinese New Year with a parade and dragon dance in the Square. It is a very colouful event.

Nikolay - Chinese New Year in London?

Guide - Why not? There is a large Chinese-speaking community in London.

Andrey - What is this building on the left?

Guide - The National Gallery-it has one of the biggest art collections in the world.

Irina - Is it a café over there?

Guide - Yes, in the centre of the Square there is a café, so you can eat a sandwich and enjoy the view.

Some interesting facts

Did you know…

c. Since 1947 the Christmas tree in Trafalgar square has been the traditional gift from the people of Norway. The tree is given as a symbol of gratitude for Britain’s support of Norway during World War II.

d. The Lightning of Christmas Tree Ceremony is usually attended by the Mayor of Oslo, the Norwegian capital.

NB Обратите внимание
Admiral Horatio Nelson (1758-1805)- a naval commander whose numerous victories made him a British national hero. In his final battle near Cape Trafalgar he was mortally wounded. According to the legend before the battle started Nelson said: “This day will bring me either death or fame”. In fact it brought him both. The bullet which struck his heart is now on display in Windsor Museum.

Vocabulary

Undoubtedly без сомнения
Nelson’s Column Колонна Нельсона
Fleet флот
Cape Trafalgar мыс Трафальгар
Straits of Gibraltar Гибралтарский пролив
Chinese speaking community китайская диаспора
Firecracker фейерверк
Ex. 1 Questions

1. Where is Trafalgar square situated?

2. What is the Square famous for?

3. Who does Nelson’s Column honour?

4. Where and when did the battle of Trafalgar take place?

5. What can you see at the foot of the column?

6. How high is Nelson’s Column?

7. What is the statue of Admiral Nelson made of?

8. What draws millions of tourists to the Square?

9. The Square is little, is not it?

10. What famous building is near the Square?

Ex. 2 Complete these sentences and put them in the chronological order

1. In … the Square was opened to …

2. The naval battle between the British and …on October 21, 1805.

3. Nelson’s Column was erected in honour … in …

4. Four bronze lions symbolizing … were placed … in 1867.

5. The government decided to commemorate … and invited a famous architect John Nash to …

Ex. 3 Act as a tour guide.

Tell you friends about the events that take place in the Square.

What can you see in Trafalgar Square

a. in November

b. in December

c. in February

STOP 8
We are going to The Tower of London. Its history is long and fascinating although sometimes tragic. It is the most famous fortress in the world. William the Conqueror started to build it in 1076. The internal court of the fortress is surrounded by high walls with 18 towers and 2 gates. Each tower has its own name. For example, look at the left. This is the Bloody Tower.

Olga - Why does it have such a macabre name?

Guide - In 1483 King Edward V and his brother Richard were murdered there. And that tower is called the Devereux Tower.

Nikolay - Who was murdered there?

Guide - Nobody, but it was named after its most famous prisoner Robert Devereux. He was a minister in the 17th century and put in prison for treason.

Nikolay - It seems that the Tower was a prison.

Guide - Not always. First of all it was a royal residence from the 13th century until the 16th century. Then it became a prison for enemies of the Monarch. Many people were executed here. Now it is a museum. Do you see these men in colourful uniform? They are the Beefeaters-the guardians of the Tower. The tourists like to take pictures of them.

Irina - Why are they dressed this way?

Guide - It is a tradition. Their uniform was designed some centuries ago has never changed since then.

Now let’s go to the Jewel House- the most interesting place in the Tower. This is where you can see the Crown Jewels.

Irina - Wow, it sounds great!

Olga - Amazing! Why are there so many crowns?

Guide - The first is St.Edward Crown, it weighs 2 kg, and made of gold and decorated with diamonds, pears, rubies, sapphires. This crown is only used to crown the Monarch. All our kings and queens have been crowned with St.Edward Crown since 1661 when this crown was made. The crown was used last time to crown Elizabeth II on June 2, 1952. Honestly speaking there was one exemption, when Queen Victoria was crowned in 1837 at the age of 18 this crown was not used because it was too heavy for her.

Look at this crown- The Imperial State Crown. This priceless crown contains 2,783 diamonds, 17 sapphires, 277 pearls, 11 emeralds and 5 rubies. The Monarch wears this crown once a year when he/she opens Parliament and reads a special speech at the House of Lords. It was made in 1838.

Andrey - Could you tell us about all other things here, please?

Guide - Well, you can see here the largest diamond in the world “The First Star of Africa” that was presented to the British Royal Family by the people of South Africa, and the legendary Koh-i-nur diamond. The history of this diamond goes back to the 13th century, a legend says that it will bring good luck to any woman who wears it but disaster to any man who touches it.

Andrey - What does its name mean?

Guide - Koh-i-nur means The Mountain of Light.

And this is the Imperial Crown of India made in 1911 and decorated with 6,000 diamonds. This is the only crown that the Monarch can take abroad when he/she goes on an official visit. There are also the Royal swords, scepters and other symbols of our Monarchy on display.

Now we can leave the Jewel House.

Irina - I read somewhere that the Tower was a zoo once, is it true?

-That is right, there was a small zoo here but in 1835 a lion attacked some people and the animals were moved out of the Tower.

Some interesting facts

Did you know:

a. For many centuries the Tower of London was known as The White Tower because in 1240 Henry III painted the fortress white. This name is still applied to the central part of the fortress.

b. Initially the Crown Jewels were kept at Westminster Abbey but the king felt that it was unsafe to keep them there and for security reasons the Jewels were moved to the Tower of London.

Vocabulary

Internal court внутренний двор
The Bloody Tower-  кровавая башня
Enemy враг
To execute казнить
Beefeaters бифитеры (традиционное название стражников Тауэра)

The Crown Jewels сокровища короны
Pearl жемчуг
Sapphire сапфир
Emerald изумруд
Sword меч
Scepter скипетр
Ex. 1 Questions:

1. When did the building of the Tower start?

2. Who started to build the Tower?

3. How many gateways are there in the Tower?

4. When was the Tower a royal residence?

5. Where can you see the Crown Jewels?

6. How many kings are mentioned in the text?

7. Who was kept at the Tower as a prisoner in the 17 th century?

8. Why is the central part of the fortress called the White Tower?

9. What incident happened at the Tower in 1835?

10. What is the traditional name of the Tower guardians?

Ex. 2 Complete the sentences and put them in the chronological order.

1. In 1240 Henry III decided to paint…

2. To protect the city of London William the Conqueror started to…in…

3. There was…at the Tower until 1835.

4. In 1483 the murder happened at the Tower that gave the name to…

5. The Tower became…in the 16th century.

6. …was the most famous Tower prisoner in the 17th century, he was arrested for …

Ex. 3 Gather the information from the text on the Crown Jewels:

10. The Imperial State Crown

11. St.Edward Crown

12. The Imperial Crown of India.

Tell your friends what you can see at the Jewel House. Your report must contain the answers to these questions:

1. What is the oldest crown on display?

2. Can the Monarch take these crown with her/him when he/she goes on a visit abroad?

3. On what occasions are these crowns used?

4. What are the most interesting precious stones you can see at the Tower?

Supplementary reading

Colonel Blood - the theft of the Crown Jewels.

The most famous attempt to steal the Crown Jewels took place in 1671 and was organized by Colonel Blood. Blood was an Irish adventurer (авантюрист), who already had serious problems with the law at home, his estate (поместье) was confiscated and he had to leave Ireland.

In London he decide to seize the Jewels. As a first step in his plan Blood made friends with the Keeper of the Jewels, a seventy-six year old Talbot who lived with his wife and children in The Tower and showed the Jewels to visitors. Once Blood came to The Tower and said that he wanted to see the crowns. When Talbot showed them to Blood, Colonel thanked the Keeper and gave him some money.

Blood returned a few days later, bringing a pair of gloves as a gift to Talbot and his wife. Blood was warmly received and invited to dinner. The next time he visited the Keeper, Blood remarked that Talbot had a daughter and that he could marry her. Talbot was very pleased (especially because he thought that Blood was a rich man). Blood was invited for dinner again.

On May 9 Blood arrived at The Tower with several friends. He asked Talbot to show them the Jewels. As they reached the Jewel House Blood attacked Talbot and knocked him on the head.

The robbers collected the crowns, swords and put them in a big sack. They were about to leave when Talbot’s son entered the house unexpectedly and raised the alarm. Blood and his gang were captured. 

This story interested King Charles II and he wanted to meet Blood in person. The Monarch was impressed by Blood’s wit, manners and he pardoned Colonel offering him a job as a spy. So, instead of prison Blood went on a secret mission to Europe.

Talbot’s son got a reward for his bravery- 200 pounds- an enormous sum at that time, enough to buy several houses.

Task 1

Make true sentences

	1. Colonel Blood

2. Talbot

3. King
	a. awarded the Keeper’s son for bravery

b. pardoned Blood

c. showed the Jewels to visitors

d. expressed a desire to marry Talbot’s daughter

e. planned to steal the Jewels


Task 2

Say where:

a. Blood came from

b. Blood was when Talbot’s son appeared at the Jewel House

c. Blood went after meeting the king

Say why

i. Blood wanted to make friends with the Jewel Keeper

j. Charles II pardoned Blood

k. Blood had to leave his native country

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Where to go and what to see in London.

I. The Sherlock Holmes Museum. You simply must visit it because it is a very interesting place. The museum is a carefully-made reconstruction of the home of the famous detective as Conan Doyle described it in his stories.

Andrey - But there was no such person as Sherlock Holmes, was there?

Guide - No, Conan Doyle created this character but his books enjoyed a phenomenal success around the world and since the early 20th century almost every tourist wanted to see “that house at 221 Baker street”. The tour guides shrugged their shoulders and did not know what to do because Baker street did not have a house with this number.

In 1989 a big Conan Doyle fan John Aidiniantz purchased an old building in this street which now houses the museum with a plate on the front door saying that this is № 221 Backer street. The museum was opened in 1990 and is very popular: several hundred thousand tourists visit it every year.

Nikolay - What can we see there?

Guide - The museum has 3 floors with rooms that resemble the rooms occupied by Sherlock Holmes and Dr. Watson in the late 19th century. There is the drawing room with a fire place and Holmes’ bedroom on the ground floor. The first and second floors contain Dr.Watson and Miss Hudson’s rooms. There is a unique collection of historical items related to the Sherlock Holmes legend: the 19th century police uniform, handcuffs, revolvers, the first and autographed editions of Conan Doyle’s books.

There is a gift shop: tourists like to buy key-holders, smoking pipes, DVDs with films about Sherlock Holmes. The museum also has a gallery of photos showing the actors who portrayed Holmes on stage and screen- about 100 persons including one black and one woman! According to the Guinnes Book of Records Sherlock Holmes is the most often portrayed movie character.
Some interesting facts

Did you know:

Every day the museum receives lots of letters from all over the world. They even employed a special secretary to deal with this correspondence. Most people want to know if Sherlock Holmes really existed or ask for information about Conan Doyle’s life.

II. London Eye- the biggest observation wheel in the world, it is one of the newest and most popular tourist attraction in London. “The Eye” was opened in 2000, it takes you on a “flight” that gives a 360 degree view over the capital. You will stand in a glass capsule that ascends into the sky on a wheel that is 150 m high. If weather if fine, the view stretches for kilometers in all directions. One full rotation takes 30 mn.

 III. The Monument. It is a 61 m column erected in 1677 as a memorial of the Great Fire of London of 1666 which caused great destruction. The Monument is exactly 61 m away from Padding Lane where the fire started. A stone staircase leads up to a platform with spectacular view of the city.

The information worth knowing about London

London has a population of about 7 million that represents about 12  percent of Britain’s total population of 59 million. In the 19th century it was the largest and most influential city in the world, the center of a large empire. Although it is no longer the world’s most populous city, London is still one of the world’s major financial and cultural capitals. 
London has always attracted immigrants. Since World War II, two groups of immigrants have turned London into one of the most coloured capitals in Europe. 

The first group is usually referred to as “The Asians”: the people who came from India and China (525,000 people). 

The other group is “The Blacks”: about 425,000 people, mostly from the Caribbean, and from African countries such as Somalia and Ethiopia.

These groups are associated with particular districts or professions. Southall, near Heathrow Airport, is Asian district with the largest Asian shopping centres in London. The immigrants from China formed a distinctive Chinatown in the north of London.
The Blacks tend to settle in south London, notably in Brixton, which has a large black community. They are famous for their Rastafarian culture and reggae music. Many immigrants from the Caribbean countries (Trinidad, Barbados) live in Notting Hill, now one of London’s most multicultural neighborhoods. 

The cultural events in London.

The British capital is a popular tourist destination all year round but if you want to visit the city in fine weather, the best time is from May till July.

Hardly a week goes by in London without a special event. The most popular events that deserve your attention are:

January

a. London Parade on January 1 has been held since 1987. About 10, 000 people take part in it, a great street spectacle with giant balloons and brass bands.

b. Last Sunday in January is the day to commemorate the anniversary of King Charles death. Lots of people march through Central London dressed in 17th century costumes.

February

a. Chinese New Year Festival with many street fairs offering traditional Chinese food and crafts for sale.

b. Joey Grimaldi Day (February 7)- this day commemorates the greatest British clown Joey Grimaldi (1778-1837) with church services and street performances of thousands of clowns from all over the world.

March

a. The St.Patrick’s Day Parade on March 17 is a very colourful event, London has the third largest Irish community after Dublin and New York.

b. London Fashion Week – is it necessary to explain to you what it means?

April

a. London Marathon. The world’s biggest race, about 35, 000 people take part in it running the 16 km distance from Greenwich to Westminster Bridge and to St.James’ Park. You can take part too.

b. The Queen’s birthday on April 21 is marked with gun salutes in Hyde Park and the Tower of London at 1 pm.

June

The greatest event is undoubtedly the Sovereign’s Official Birthday. Many years ago it was decided for practical reasons that regardless of when the king or queen was actually born, their official birthday will be celebrated in summer. For example, the present Queen’s real birthday is in April but it is celebrated as the national holiday on the second Saturday in June.

The Queen leaves Buckingham Palace at 10.40 am and travels down The Mall to Horse Guards Parade, arriving at 11 am. 
Arrive early for a good view!

August

About 1 million people take part in the Caribbean Festival that celebrates London’s black community. It is one of the greatest cultural events of the year.
LONDON QUIZ

1. The only park where any sport activities are forbidden is…

2. The … famous for its great plant collection is in …

3. To visit the Whispering Gallery you should go to …

4. If you are in Trafalgar square you can visit … and enjoy a wonderful art collection.

5. The St.Stephen’s Tower, which is known as …, is a part of …

6. If you want to see the monuments to many famous scientists and writers, you will go to …

7. The Crown Jewels are on display in …

8. The central part of the Tower is still called …

9. Buckingham Palace is open to the public in … when …

10. The Prime Minister lives and works at …

11. The Tomb of the Unknown Warrior is in …

Part II

1. The British Coat of Arms can be seen …

a. in the Throne Room of Buckingham Palace b.  in the House of Lords, Westminster Palace c. in Westminster Abbey

2. The British Monarch traditionally meets the Heads of the foreign states in …

a. Westminster Palace b. the Tower c. Buckingham Palace

3. In Westminster Abbey the tourists are shown…

a. the Queen Victoria Memorial b. mosaic decorations c. the Coronation Chair

4. Which of these events does not take place at Buckingham Palace:

a. the Coronation b. the Investiture c. the Diplomatic Reception

5. When the Monarch opens Parliament, he/she sits …

a. on the throne in the House of Lords b. on the woolsack c. on the Speaker’s Chair in the House of Commons

6. The Cabinet Meetings take place …

a. at the Prime Minister residence 2 times a week b. in Westminster Palace once a week c. at the Prime Minister residence once a week

7. One of the newest tourist attractions in London is…

a. The Diana, Princess of Wales, Memorial Playground b. The London Eye- the observation wheel c. The Sherlock Holmes Museum

8. If you want to attend the Lightning of Christmas Tree Ceremony you should go to London in …

a. November b. December c. January

9. The Official Birthday of the British Monarch is celebrated in…

a. May b. June c. April

10. The Lightning of Christmas Tree Ceremony takes place …

a. in front of Buckingham Palace b. in St.James’s Park c. in Trafalgar square.

11. Which of these monuments was erected to commemorate the Great Fire of London:

a. Nelson’s Column b. Marble Arch c. The Monument

12. Match various ethnical communities of London and their festivals:

	WHO
	WHAT
	WHEN

	1. The Irish celebrate…

2. The Chinese …

3. The Blacks …
	a. New Year

b. Caribbean Festival

c. St.Patrick’s Day
	i. February

ii. March

iii. August


Keys to the London quiz:

1. Kensington Gardens 2. Orangery (St.Kames’s Park) 3. St.Paul’sCathedral 4. The National Art Gallery 5.  Big Ben (Westminster Palace) 6. Westminster Abbey 7. The Tower of London 8. The White Tower 9. August and September (The Monarch is on holiday) 10. №10 Downing Street 11. Westminster Abbey

1 – b, 2 – c,  3 – c, 4 – a, 5 – a, 6 – c, 7 – b, 8 – a, 9 – b, 10 – c, 11 – c, 12 – 1/c/ii, 2/a/i, 3/b/iii 
