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Harold Pinter – 2005

Harold Pinter (1930-2008) is a playwright, screenwriter, poet, and political activist, best known for his plays The Birthday Party (1957), The Caretaker (1959), The Homecoming (1964), and Betrayal (1978), and for his screenplay adaptation of novel The French Lieutenant's Woman (1980).

Pinter is the author of twenty-nine plays, fifteen dramatic sketches, over twenty-one screenplays and filmscripts for cinema and television, a novel, and other prose fiction and essays. Along with the 1967 Tony Award for Best Play for The Homecoming and several other American awards and award nominations, he and his plays have received many awards in the UK and elsewhere throughout the world. His screenplays for The French Lieutenant's Woman was nominated for Academy Awards in the category of "Writing: Screenplay Based on Material from Another Medium" in 1981.

Pinter received the Nobel Prize in Literature from the Swedish Academy in December 2005. In its citation, the Academy states that "Harold Pinter is generally regarded as the foremost representative of British drama in the second half of the 20th century." 

Pinter was an early member of the Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament in the United Kingdom and supported the British Anti-Apartheid Movement (1959-94), participating in British artists' refusal to permit professional productions of their work in South Africa in 1963 and in subsequent related campaigns. In 1985, Pinter traveled to Turkey, on a mission to investigate and protest the torture of imprisoned writers. There he met victims of political oppression and their families.

He strongly opposed the 1991 Gulf War, the 1999 NATO bombing campaign in Yugoslavia during the Kosovo War, the 2001 United States war in Afghanistan, and the 2003 Invasion of Iraq. He has been very active in the current anti-war movement in the United Kingdom, speaking at rallies held by the Stop the War Coalition. He has called the President of the United States, George W. Bush, a "mass murderer" and the Prime Minister of the United Kingdom, Tony Blair, both "mass-murdering" and a "deluded idiot"; he alleges that they, along with past U.S. officials, are "war criminals". He has compared the Bush administration ("a bunch of criminal lunatics") with Adolf Hitler's Nazi Germany, saying that, under Bush, the United States ("a monster out of control") strives to attain "world domination" through "Full spectrum dominance", while, like a "bleating little lamb tagging behind it on a lead, the pathetic and supine Great Britain," led by Blair, participates in "an act of premeditated mass murder" instigated on behalf of "the American people", who, Pinter acknowledges, increasingly protest "their government's actions." 
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 William Gerald Golding – 1983

William Gerald Golding (1911 –1993) was a British novelist, poet, and winner of the Nobel Prize for Literature (1983), best known for his novel Lord of the Flies. He was also awarded the Booker Prize for literature in 1980, for his novel Rites of Passage. 

Golding’s father was a science master at Marlborough Grammar School. Golding himself was a socialist with a strong commitment to scientific rationalism, as a child he and his elder brother attended the school where his father taught. In September 1953 Golding sent the typescript of a book (previously rejected by approximately 10 publishers) to Faber & Faber of London. Initially rejected by a reader there, the book was championed by Charles Monteith, then a new editor at the firm, and was published in September 1954 as Lord of the Flies. It was shortly followed by other novels, including The Inheritors, Pincher Martin, and Free Fall.

Publishing success made it possible for Golding to resign his teaching post in 1961, and he spent the rest of his life at Hollins College near Roanoke, Virginia. 

Lord of the Flies is an allegorical novel by William Golding about a group of young boys who are stranded on a desert island and subsequently attempt to govern themselves, a task at which they fail disastrously. Its stances on the controversial subjects of human nature and individual welfare earned it position 70 on the American Library Association's list of the 100 Most Frequently Challenged Books of 1990–2000. 

Published in 1954, Lord of the Flies was Golding's first novel, and although it was not a great success at the time —selling fewer than 3,000 copies in the United States during 1955 before going out of print —it soon went on to become a bestseller, and by the early 1960s was required reading in many schools and colleges. It was adapted to film in 1963 by Peter Brook, and again in 1990 by Harry Hook.
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Rudyard Kipling – 1907

Rudyard Kipling (1865 –1936) was a British author and poet, born in India, and best known today for his children's books, including The Jungle Book (1894), The Second Jungle Book (1895), Just So Stories (1902), and Puck of Pook's Hill (1906); his novel, Kim (1901); his poems, including Mandalay (1890), Gunga Din (1890), and "If—" (1895); and his many short stories, including "The Man Who Would Be King" (1888) and the collections Life's Handicap (1891), The Day's Work (1898), and Plain Tales from the Hills (1888). 

He is regarded as a major "innovator in the art of the short story"; his children's books are enduring classics of children's literature; and his best work is marked with a versatile and luminous narrative gift. 

Kipling was one of the most popular writers in English, in both prose and verse, in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. The author Henry James famously said of him: "Kipling strikes me personally as the most complete man of genius (as distinct from fine intelligence) that I have ever known." In 1907, he was awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature, making him the first English language writer to receive the prize, and he remains today its youngest-ever recipient. Among other honours, he was given the British Poet Laureateship and a knighthood.

However, later in life Kipling also came to be seen as a "prophet of British imperialism." Many saw prejudice and militarism in his works, and the resulting controversy about him continued for much of the 20th century.
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George Bernard Shaw – 1925

George B. Shaw (1856 - 1950) was born in Ireland but spent most of his life in England. Famed as a playwright, he wrote more than sixty plays. He was honoured by the Nobel Prize (1925) for his contribution to literature.

Shaw attended the Wesleyan Connexional School, a grammar school operated by the Methodist New Connexion, moved to a private school near Dalkey, transferred to Dublin's Central Model School and ended his formal education at the Dublin English Scientific and Commercial Day School. He said he educated himself and commented "The only time my education was interrupted was when I was in school."
Just before Shaw’s sixteenth birthday (1872), his mother left home and followed her voice teacher, George Vandeleur Lee, to London. Shaw remained in Dublin with his father while reluctantly completing his formal schooling, then working discontentedly as a clerk in an estate office.
In 1876 Shaw joined his mother’s London household. She and his sister Lucy, provided him with a pound a week while he frequented public libraries and the British Museum reading room where he studied earnestly and began writing professionally. Between 1879 and 1883, thanks to a series of rejected novels, his literary earnings remained negligible. His situation improved after 1885, when he became able to support himself as an art and literary critic.

Influenced by his reading, he became a dedicated Socialist and an active member of the Fabian Society, a middle class organization, founded in 1884 to promote the gradual spread of socialism by peaceful means. In the course of his political activities he met Charlotte Payne-Townshend, an Irish heiress and fellow Fabian; they married in 1898. In 1906 the Shaws moved into a house in Ayot St Lawrence, a small village in Hertfordshire; it was to be their home for the remainder of their lives, although they also maintained a flat in London. The house and grounds, now called Shaw's Corner, is a National Trust, open to the public.

Shaw's plays were first performed in the 1890s. By the end of the decade he was able to earn a living in the theatre. He wrote more than sixty plays and his output as novelist, critic, pamphleteer, essayist and private correspondent was prodigious.

He is the only person to have been awarded both a Nobel Prize (the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1925, and an Oscar ( Academy Award for Writing Adapted Screenplay in 1938 for Pygmalion). Shaw died in 1950 at the age of 94. 

Pygmalion (1913) is the most famous play by George Bernard Shaw. It tells the story of Henry Higgins, a professor of phonetics, who makes a bet with his friend Colonel Pickering that he can turn a flower girl, Eliza Doolittle, into a refined society lady merely by teaching her how to speak with an upper class accent and training her in etiquette. In the process, Higgins and Doolittle grow close, but she ultimately rejects his domineering ways and declares she will marry Freddy Eynsford-Hill, poor but young gentleman.
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Doris Lessing - 2007

Doris Lessing (1919 - ) is a British writer. Her novels include The Grass Is Singing, The Golden Notebook, and five novels.

Lessing was awarded the 2007 Nobel Prize in Literature. She was described by the Swedish Academy as "that epicist of the female experience, who with scepticism, fire and visionary power has subjected a divided civilisation to scrutiny". Lessing became the oldest ever person to receive the Nobel Prize in Literature. 

In 2008, The Times ranked her fifth on a list of "The 50 greatest British writers since 1945".
Lessing was born in Iran, then known as Persia, on 22 October 1919, to Captain Alfred Tayler and Emily Maude Tayler who were both of English nationality. Her father, who had lost a leg during his service in World War I, met his future wife, a nurse, at the Royal Free Hospital where he was recovering from his amputation. Alfred Tayler and his wife moved to Kermanshah, Iran, in order to take up a job as a clerk for the Imperial Bank of Persia and it was here that Doris was born in 1919. The family then moved to the British colony of Southern Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe) in 1925 to farm maize, when her father purchased around one thousand acres of bush. Lessing was educated at a Roman Catholic convent all-girls school. She left school aged 14, and thereafter was self-educated; she left home at 15 and worked as a nursemaid. She started reading material on politics and sociology that her employer gave her, and began writing around this time. In 1937, Lessing started working as a telephone operator, and she soon married her first husband, Frank Wisdom, with whom she had two children, before the marriage ended in 1943. 

Following her divorce, Lessing was drawn to the community of the Left Book Club, a communist book club which she had joined the year before. It was here that she met her second husband, Gottfried Lessing. 

Because of her campaigning against nuclear arms and South African apartheid, Lessing was banned from that country and from Rhodesia for many years. She moved to London with her children in 1949. Her first novel, The Grass Is Singing, was published in 1950. Her breakthrough work, The Golden Notebook, was written in 1962. 

In 2007, Lessing was awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature. She was 87, making her the oldest winner of the literature prize at the time of the award. She titled her Nobel Lecture On Not Winning the Nobel Prize and used it to draw attention to global inequality of opportunity, and to explore changing attitudes to storytelling and literature. The lecture was later published in a limited edition to raise money for children made vulnerable by HIV/AIDS. In a 2008 interview for the BBC's Front Row, she stated that increased media interest following the award had left her without time for writing. 

Lessing's fiction is commonly divided into 2 distinct phases: the Communist theme (1944–1956), when she was writing radically on social issues (to which she returned in The Good Terrorist [1985]), and the psychological theme.

Lessing's novel The Golden Notebook is considered a feminist classic by some scholars. 

The Golden Notebook was published in 1962. The book contains a powerful anti-war and anti-Stalinist message, an extended analysis of communism and the Communist Party in England from the 1930s to the 1950s, and a famed examination of the budding sexual and women's liberation movements. The Golden Notebook has been translated into many languages.
