Прочитайте текст о телевидении в США. Используя лексику текста, подготовьте сообщение о ТВ в России, о популярных телепередачах.
TELEVISION

Television is one of the major mass media of the United States. Ninety-nine percent of American households have at least one television and the majority of households have more than one. As a whole, the television networks of the United States are the largest in the world.
In the United States television is available via broadcast ("over-the-air"), satellite and cable television.

Over-the-air TV is free with no monthly payments while cable and direct broadcast satellite require a monthly payment that varies depending on how many channels a subscriber chooses to pay for. Channels are usually sold in groups, rather than singly.

The three major U.S. TV channels are NBC, CBS and ABC. They broadcast 24 hours a day, seven days a week and generate the vast majority of their revenue from advertisements.

Typically their schedules are very similar. they begin with a morning show, such as NBC's Today, which mixes news, weather, interviews and music. Daytime schedules consist of soap operas, game shows; local news may air at midday. Talk shows appear in the late afternoon, followed by local news again in the early evening. ABC, CBS and NBC offer news, generally at 6:30 or 7:00 which lead into the networks' prime time schedules, which are the day's most-watched three hours of television.

Typically, family-oriented comedy programs and reality television like Dancing with the Stars fill the prime hours. Later in the evening, dramas air.

At the end of prime time, another local news program comes on, usually followed by late-night interview shows, such as Late Show with David Letterman or The Tonight Show. At night TV stations fill the time with reruns of prime time television shows.

Top pay TV channels include USA Network (general entertainment), Fox (sports and exceptionally popular animated show The Simpsons), MTV (music), CNN (news), Syfy (science fiction), Disney Channel (family), Nickelodeon (children’s) and Cartoon Network (adult oriented animated comedies like Family Guy, South Park), Discovery Channel (documentaries), TBS (comedy), HBO (drama). 

Most satellite and cable networks also generate income from advertisements, although they also receive subscription fees. However, premium cable networks, such as the movie network HBO or Disney Channel, do not air commercials. Instead, cable-TV subscribers must pay extra to receive the premium networks.

Three kinds of the most watched programmes in the USA

A soap opera, often referred to as a "soap", is an ongoing TV series with a new episode being shown every day. The name soap opera stems from the original dramatic serials broadcast in the early days of TV that had soap manufacturers such as Procter & Gamble and Colgate-Palmolive as sponsors. The soaps air in weekday daytime slots, usually five days a week, when most viewers are housewives; thus the shows are aimed at and consumed by a predominantly female audience.
American soap operas air approximately 260 episodes a year, making their casts and crews the busiest in show business.

The most watched soap opera in the USA is The young and the restless. It has been broadcast since 1973 and in 2013 entered its 40th season. More than 10 000 episodes have been produced so far.

It is also currently the highest-rated daytime soap on American television with every episode being watched by 5 million viewers.
The Young and the Restless focuses on the feud between two families: the wealthy Brooks family and the working class Foster family. Over the years, other families were introduced. 
Drama TV series – air once or twice a week, The standard season is usually 22 episodes. New episodes are broadcast between the late autumn and the late winter (early spring). 
The most watched drama in the USA is CSI Crime Scene Investigation. The series follows Las Vegas criminalists working for the Las Vegas Police Department as they use physical evidence to solve grisly murders. The series mixes deduction, gritty subject matter and character-driven drama. The series spawned several spin-offs CSI: Miami and CSI: NY. 
Situation comedy (sitcom) – is a TV series that features characters sharing the same common environment, such as a home or workplace, accompanied with jokes as part of the dialogue.

Most American sitcoms are half-hour programs in which the story runs a total of 22 minutes in length, leaving eight minutes for commercials. US sitcoms typically have seasons of 20 or more episodes. As a rule sitcoms are written by large teams of script writers with up to 5 writers sometimes being the norm. America has made numerous sitcoms, including sitcoms aimed specifically at children and teenagers. A sub-genre of U.S. sitcoms is the black sitcom, a sitcom featuring a predominantly African American cast.

The most popular sitcoms in the States are Two and a half men, The big bang theory, How I met your mother.

