THE ENGLISH SPEAKING COUNTRIES

The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.
Capital: LONDON
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  The red  Cross of St.George represents England. The diagonal white Cross of St.Andrew represents Scotland and the diagonal red Cross of St.Patrick represents Ireland. Adopted in 1801.

Head of state: Queen Elizabeth II 
· Population: 59.6 million 

· Capital: London 

· Area: 242,514 sq km  

· language: English 

· religion: Christianity 
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 Palace of Westminster, home of world's oldest parliamentary democracy 
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Tower Bridge - one of the capital's iconic structures 
Highest point-Ben Nevis (1,343 m)

Average temperature-

January-4C/39F

July-18C/64F

Population-59 mln.

Largest cities- 

London-7 mln.

Birmingham-1 mln.

Religion-54% Anglicanism, 13% Roman Catholicism

Gross Domestic Product: 

US$ 1,091,000,000,000

Major exports: industrial and electrical machinery, automatic data-processing equipment, road vehicles.

Currency-Pound sterling (L1=US$1,5)

Armed service-army, navy, air force 234,000 troops, voluntary service Employment Breakdown:62.8%
Services





25.0%
Manufacturing and Construction





9.1%
Government





1.2%
Agriculture





1.9%
Energy
Political divisions: England, Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland, each with separate units of local governments.

Major trading partners: Germany, United States, France.

National holiday: The Sovereign’s Birthday (regardless of when the Queen or the King actually was born, traditionally held on the second Saturday in June)

The United Kingdom is one of the world’s leading commercial and industrialized nations. In terms of gross national product (GNP) it ranks fifth in the world, with Italy, after the United States, Japan, Germany, and France. Britain’s GNP was about US$1,069 billion, equivalent to US$18,410 per capita. Major industries, such as transport, communications, steel, petroleum, coal, gas, and electricity contribute to the economical growth.
Britain has made great achievements in science, invention, and technology and has a long research tradition. The Nobel Prize for Science has been won by more than 70 British citizens. In the 20th century, contributions included, among many others, the discovery of the molecular structure of DNA and breakthroughs in medicine and genetics. British scientists have also advanced the fields of astrophysics and superconductivity.

Tourism is an essential part of income and an increasingly important economic sector, contributing some US$6 billion to the economy. Britain is one of the world’s top six tourist destinations, attracting more than 21 million overseas visitors a year.

The UK has been at the forefront of youth culture since the heyday of the Beatles and Rolling Stones in the 1960s. 

It has a rich literary heritage encompassing the works of Englishman William Shakespeare, Scot Robert Burns, Welshman Dylan Thomas and Northern Irishman Seamus Heaney. Traditional music has deep roots across the UK which has also produced great composers from Henry Purcell in the Baroque period to Andrew Lloyd-Webber in the 20th century.
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The United States of America.
Capital: WASHINGTON    
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13 alternating red and white stripes represent 13 original states. 50 stars represent 50 present states. Adopted in 1912.

 Form of Government
Democratic federal republic

Head of State and Government
President

Four-year term
Capital: Washington

Area: 9,666,861 sq.km

Highest point: Mount McKinley 

(6,194 m)

Average temperature:

January-6C/43F

July-21C/70F

Population: 264,000,000

Largest cities: New York-18 mln.




             Los Angeles- 12 mln.

Religion: 56% Protestantism, 25% Roman Catholicism

Gross Domestic Product: US$ 6,738,400,000,000

Major exports: transport equipment, electrical machinery, food (especially cereals)

Currency: United States dollar

Armed service: 1,378,900 troops, voluntary service.

Employment Breakdown





56%
Trade and Services






23%
Manufacturing and Industry






12%
Business and Finance






6%
Public Administration and Defence






3%
Agriculture, Forestry
Major trading partners: Canada, Japan, Mexico, China, UK

Political divisions: 50 states and 1 federal district of Columbia

National holiday: Independence Day – 4 July.

The US is the world's foremost economic and military power. It is also a major source of entertainment: American TV, Hollywood movies, jazz, blues, rock and rap music are primary ingredients in global popular culture. 

 Congress, government's law-making branch, consists of: 

[image: image7.png]Tusman Sea okl

Mankau

Horth itsnd Gisborne

ook,

NEW ZEALAND & e
N

SOUTHERN ALPS,

i o 5
South ttand Chatra 12

¢ South
Auckland s Pacific
[

Stevart|.



The Senate - 100 members, two from each state, serving six-year terms

House of Representatives - 435 members, serving two-year terms

The US originated in a revolution which separated it from the British Crown.  

The early settlers came predominantly from the British Isles. Slaves from Africa joined them involuntarily in a second wave. Millions of Europeans constituted a third stage of immigration. 

Today, Asians from the Pacific rim and Hispanics from the Americas are seeking what their predecessors wanted - political freedom and prosperity. This shift is reflected in America's interests abroad, which are now less European in focus than ever before. 

American foreign policy has often mixed the idealism of its "mission" with elements of self-interest.

Every year travellers in the United States spend over $333 billion on transport, food and drinks, various kinds of amusement, and accommodation. 
In recent decades visitors from overseas have become an increasingly important part of the US tourist business. The number of overseas visitors—chiefly from Western Europe, Japan, Latin America, and the Caribbean—is about 45.7 million. Millions of visitors from Canada and Mexico cross the border every year.
New York is a popular destination for travellers, and tourism is a mainstay of the economies of California and Florida.  Great Smoky Mountains National Park is the most popular national park in the United States, receiving nearly 9 million visits annually.
New Zealand. 
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Capital: WELLINGTON
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The British flag in the upper left corner represents the colonial heritage. 4 stars represent 4 islands on which New Zealand lies. Adopted in 1902.
New Zealand- a country of mountains and valleys, lakes and rivers.

The country’s official title (used only in state documents) is 

The Realm of New Zealand
Form of Government
Parliamentary democracy

Head of State
British monarch, represented by a governor-general

Appointed by the monarch in consultation with the prime minister
Head of Government
Prime minister

Appointed by the 

governor-general
Capital-Wellington

Area-270,537 sq.km

Highest point: Mount Cook (3,754 m)

Average temperature: January-20C/68F

July-6C/43F

Population: 3,618,000

Largest cities:Auckland-990,000

Wellington-350,000

Religion:22%Anglicanism

15%Roman Catholicism

Gross Domestic Product: US$ 62,300,000,000

Major exports: meat, dairy products, fruits and vegetables, fish, wood, textile, wool.

Currency: NZ dollar (NZ$ 1= US$ 1)

Armed service: 10,000 troops, voluntary service


Employment Breakdown
55%
Trade and Services




23%
Manufacturing and Industry





11%
Business and Finance





10%
Agriculture, Forestry, and Fishing
Major trading partners: Australia, Japan, United States

Political divisions: 15 regions

National holiday: Waitangi Day, 6 February-the date on which the Treaty was signed between the representatives of Britain and New Zealand Aborigines.
New Zealand's economy is based largely on agriculture, but manufacturing is of growing importance and the country has a fledgling film industry. Many Hollywood hits (The lord of the rings, King Kong and Hobbit) were filmed in New Zealand because it was cheap and the country has great scenery.

Tourism is on the rise; visitors are drawn to the glacier-carved mountains, lakes, beaches and thermal springs. 

Many British citizens go to live to New Zealand after retirement because the country has stable economy, clean nature and warm climate.
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Australia

Head of state: Queen Elizabeth II, represented by Governor-General  
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Australia flag: the British flag in the upper left corner represents the UK, five little start symbolize the Southern Cross and a big white star represents Australia.

Main exports: metals; wool, food and animals; transport machinery and equipment
Modern Australia is only two centuries old, but its history goes back thousands of years. 

The island continent has a wide variety of landscapes: deserts in the central part, hills and mountains, tropical rainforests, and densely-populated coastal strips with long beaches and coral reefs near the coast. Australia was isolated from other continents and has a unique plant and animal life. 

The British founded the first settlement and named it Sydney in 1788. The settlers started to arrive in big numbers after the discovery of gold in the 19th century. 

Australia's original people, the Aborigines, numbered a few hundred thousand before the European arrived. But after two centuries of discrimination there are 60,000 Aborigines now. 

Today 99% of the population are Europeans. 

Australia is a very rich country and has important economic ties with many countries in Asia. Most people live in their own houses (usually a single floor three room house).
At one point of its history Australia wanted to cut its ties with the British monarchy. In 1999 Australians voted against plans for the country to become a republic. 
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Australia – country of unique fauna, about 700 species of animals. Koala is one of the most famous native Australian mammals. The country also has the largest herds of wild camels brought in Australia in the 19 c. to provide transport through its desert areas.

Form of Government
Federal parliamentary democracy

Head of State
British monarch, represented by a governor-general

Head of Government
Prime minister

Elected by the House of Representatives
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Capital: Canberra

Area: 7,682,300 sq.km

Highest point: Mount Kosciusko (2,228 m)

Average temperature: January-20C/68F





 July-5C/42F

Population: 17 mln

Largest cities:

Sydney-3,5 mln

Melbourne 3 mln

Religion:27% Anglicanism, 27% Roman Catholicism

Gross Domestic Product: US$ 332,600,000,000

Major exports: chemical products, fuels

Currency: Australian dollar (AU$1=US$1)

Armed service: 58,000 troops, voluntary service

Employment Breakdown





64%
Trade and Services






23%
Manufacturing and Industry






5%
Agriculture, Forestry
Major trading partners:USA, Japan, South Korea, New Zealand

Political divisions:6 states, Capital Territory

National holiday: Australia Day, 25 January
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There are lots of theme and amusement parks, zoos, art galleries and museums, national parks, historic sites across Australia. Foreign tourists like to visit Sydney, Canberra, the Great Barrier Reef, Kakadu National Park, and the beach resorts in the Brisbane, Cairns, and Sydney regions.
Canada. 
Capital: OTTAWA
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The maple leaf is a national symbol of Canada, it has 11 points for 11 provinces, the red stripes on each side of the flag commemorate the blood of Canadians shed in the World Wars. The white represents snow (The Canadians call their country “Our Lady of the snows”). Adopted in 1965.

Canada – leading agricultural country, wheat and other crops account for one-third of the country’s annual production.
Form of Government
Federal parliamentary democracy

Head of State
British monarch represented by a governor-general

Head of Government
Prime minister

Appointed by the governor-general
Capital: Ottawa

Area: 9,958,319 sq.km

Highest point: Mount Logan (5,951 m)

Average temperature: January- -11C/12F





    July- 21C/70F

Population:29,248,000

Largest cities: Montreal-1,5 mln



             Calgary- 700,000

Religion:45% Roman Catholicism, 36% Protestantism

Gross Domestic Product: US$ 549,000,000,000

Major exports: motor vehicles, metals, minerals, forest fish, seafood.

Currency: Canadian dollar (Can$1=US$1)

Armed service: 70,000 troops, voluntary service.

Employment Breakdown





61%
Trade and Services





23%
Manufacturing and 
Industry





6%
Public Administration
Major trading partners: USA, Japan, Mexico

Political divisions:11 provinces and 2 territories.

National holiday: Canada Day 1 July.

The scenic wonders of Canada attract large numbers of tourists. In the spring, festivals flourish across Canada, especially in the Annapolis Valley of Nova Scotia and the Okanagan Valley in British Columbia. Alberta’s Calgary Exhibition and Stampede in July is world-famous. The Niagara Grape and Wine Festival and autumn-colour tours in central Ontario and the Laurentian Mountains of Quebec are among the other attractions. In the winter the abundant snowfall has been exploited; skiing centres are expanding. About 730,000 sq km (282,000 sq mi) of scenic areas have been preserved in the natural state for use as national, marine, and provincial parks, such as the world-famous Jasper and Banff national parks. Banff receives more than 4 million visitors annually.
Tourism has become one of the leading industries of Canada. The country is visited by some 36.8 million tourists annually, of whom about 91 per cent came from the United States. Income from tourism is about US$6.8 billion a year.
