WHAT HAPPENED TO AMELIA EARHART?

Amelia Earhart- one of the American symbols, a legendary aviator, famous for her flights across the Atlantic and Pacific oceans and her attempt to fly around the world. She was born in Atchison, Kansas in 1898 and studied at Hyde Park High School. She was 10 when Amelia saw her first plane at a state fair, she was impressed. "It seemed to me that this little red plane said something to me. At that moment I knew I had to fly!”, she said later in one of her interviews. Defying conventional feminine behaviour, the young Earhart climbed trees, and hunted rats with a rifle. She also kept a scrapbook of newspaper clippings about successful women in predominantly male-oriented fields, including film direction and production, law, advertising, management, and mechanical engineering.
After school Amelia attended Columbia University, worked as a nurse in a military hospital during the World War I and later became a social worker. Earhart took her first flying lesson on January 3, 1921, and in six months managed to save enough money to buy her first plane. The second-hand Kinner Airster was a two-seater plane painted yellow. Earhart named the plane “Canary”. Very soon she became famous as the first woman pilot and her flights across the USA brought her on the front pages of newspapers.

One afternoon in April 1928, a phone call came for Earhart at work. "Would you like to fly the Atlantic?" she was asked, to which Earhart promptly replied, "Yes!" After an interview in New York with the project coordinators, she was asked by the American pilots Wilmer Stultz and Louis Gordon to join them as a passenger on a transatlantic flight. The team left Trepassey harbour, Newfoundland, Canada on June 17, 1928, and arrived at Burry Port, Wales, UK approximately 21 hours later. Their landmark flight made headlines worldwide, and when they returned to the United States they were greeted with a parade in New York and a reception held by President Calvin Coolidge at the White House. Earhart became the first woman to make the crossing by air. She described the flight in the book 20 Hours. 40 Minutes. (1928).

In 1932 she became the first woman to fly across the Atlantic Ocean alone, establishing a new record for the crossing: 13 hr 30 min. For this feat she was awarded honours by the American and French governments. President Herbert Hoover presented Earhart with a gold medal from the National Geographic Society. Congress awarded her the Distinguished Flying Cross-the first ever given to a woman. At the ceremony, Vice President Charles Curtis praised her courage, saying she displayed "heroic courage and skill as a navigator" Earhart replied that the flight proved that men and women were equal in "jobs requiring intelligence, coordination, speed and willpower." On January 11, 1935, she became the first person to fly solo across the Pacific from Honolulu, Hawaii to Oakland, California. Chilled during the 3870 km flight, she unpacked a thermos of hot chocolate. "Indeed," she said, "that was the most interesting cup of chocolate I had ever had, sitting up 2 thousand metres over the middle of the Pacific Ocean, alone." Later the same year she set a speed record by flying non-stop from Mexico City to New York in 14 hr 19 min. 

In 1937 Earhart was ready for a monumental and final challenge. She wanted to be the first woman to fly around the world. On June 1st, Earhart departed from Miami, Florida and began the 46690 km journey. By June 29, when she landed in Lae, Papua New Guinea, all but 11270 km had been completed. Frequently inaccurate maps had made navigation difficult and her next stop- Howland Island- was by far the most challenging. Located 4120 km from Lae in the mid-Pacific, Howland Island is 2 km long and 800 m wide. Every unessential item was removed from the plane to make room for additional fuel. The U.S. Coast Guard cutter Itasca, her radio contact, was stationed just offshore the island. 

At 12:30 p.m. on July 2, her plane took off. Despite favorable weather reports, she flew into overcast skies. Earhart called chief radioman Leo Bellarts and asked for Itasca's location. She failed to report at the next scheduled time, and afterward her radio transmissions were faint or interrupted with noise. At 7:42 a.m. the Itasca picked up the message, "I must be near you, but I cannot see you. Fuel is running low." The ship tried to reply, but the plane seemed not to hear. At 8:45 a.m. Earhart reported, "I am running north…" Nothing further was heard from Earhart.

A rescue operation commenced immediately and became the most extensive air and sea search in naval history. On July 19, after spending $4 million and searching 322000 square km of ocean, the United States government reluctantly called off the operation. No trace of the lost plane was discovered and Amelia Earhart’s fate remains a mystery. It is one of the greatest mysteries of the 20th century. In 1938, a lighthouse was constructed on Howland Island in her memory. Today, though many theories exist, there is no proof of her fate. There is no doubt, however, that the world will always remember Amelia Earhart for her courage and achievements, both in aviation and for women. In her last interview she said: “Women must try to do things as men have tried. When they fail, their failure must be a challenge to others.”
In 2008 Earhart’s 110 anniversary was celebrated as national holiday in the States. Amelia’s image appeared on the commemorative coins and postal stamps. There were many conventions and events in her memory. Widely regarded as feministic icon and one of the symbols of the USA, Amelia Earhart is often mentioned in songs, books and newspaper articles. There have been several documentaries about her life. In 2009 Amelia the biographical film of the life of Earhart was released. Earhart was portrayed by the 2 Academy Award winner Hilary Swank. There are many schools and airports named after Amelia Earhart across the USA.

Vocabulary:

To defy не повиноваться
Two seated  двухместный
Convictions убеждения
Scrapbook альбом
Willpower сила воли
Fuel топливо
Cutter катер
Overcast облачный
Reluctantly  неохотно
Challenge сложная задача
Ex. 1 Answer the questions:

1. What is Amelia Earhart famous for?

2. When was she born and what school did she attend?

3. Where did she see a plane for the first time in her life?

4. Was Amelia different from other girls as a child?

5. What kind of scrapbook did she keep?

6. What did she do for a living after university?

7. What name did she give to her first plane? Why?

8. Where did she fly from Newfoundland on June 17, 1928? With whom?

9. How many books written by Earhart are mentioned in the text?

10. How many awards and honours did Amelia Earhart get for her transatlantic flight in 1932?

11. What did Earhart do when she got chilled during her flight across the Pacific Ocean?

12. What kind of record did she set when she flew from Mexico City to New York? 

13. Why did she decide to fly around the world?

14. Why was it difficult for Earhart to locate Howland island?

15. From where did she fly to Howland island?

16. What was the name of the cutter that was her radio contact? Where was the cutter station?

17. How long did the rescue operation last?

18. Why will the world remember Amelia Earhart?

Ex. 2 Right or wrong:

1. When Amelia saw her first plane, it did not interest her.

2. When Amelia was little, she liked to climb trees and go hunting.

3. There was a short period in her life when Amelia worked as a nurse.

4. Earhart never had her own plane.

5. It was only after her flight across the Atlantic that the newspapers started to write about Earhart.

6. It was Earhart who proposed Wilmer Stultz and Louis Gordon to cross the Atlantic ocean.

7. Earhart described this flight in the book.

8. Earhart’s solo transatlantic flight went unnoticed.

9. Amelia Earhart  always believed that men and women were equal in all professional fields.

10. It was Earhart’s husband who suggested the idea of flying around the world.

11. Earhart’s plane is believed to have crashed near Howland island although no proof of this theory exists.

12. The US government spent several million dollars on the rescue operation to find Amelia Earhart.

13. Earhart could not contact the Itasca  because her radio station broke down..

Ex. 3 Find the following words and expressions in the text

Попытка, производить впечатление, обычный (традиционный), винтовка,  газетная вырезка, преимущественно,  посещать (учебное заведение), копить деньги, подержанный,  присоединяться к кому-либо, первая полоса (в газете), установить рекорд, награждать, храбрость, ум (интеллект), приземляться, взлетать, запланированный, прерывать, операция по спасению, отменять (прекращать), маяк, судьба, неудача

Ex. 4 Translate into English
1. Первый раз в жизни я увидел самолет вблизи, когда мне было 5 или 7 лет. Это был маленький двухместный самолет, выкрашенный в желтый цвет, и мне эта штука показалась совсем не интересной. 2. Мой брат хочет брать уроки управления самолетом. Это стоит недешево, у него ушел год, чтобы скопить деньги. 3. В начале 20 века в таких сферах деятельности, как кинопроизводство, реклама, юриспруденция преобладали преимущественно мужчины. Ситуация изменилась после второй мировой войны. 4. Первый успешный перелет через Атлантический океан стал событием глобального масштаба, газеты во всем мире вышли с заголовками, посвященными этому достижению. В честь летчика был организован парад, а затем его чествовали на приеме в Белом Доме. 5. Эта работа требует силы воли, интеллекта и даже мужества. - Мужчины демонстрируют мужество чаще женщин. – Амелия Эрхарт с вами не согласилась бы.  6. Самолет приземлился в 3 часа дня, а уже в 7 вечера взлетел, следующая остановка- маленький островок, затерянный в океане. 7. Мы продрогли до костей и решили выпить горячего шоколада. Вдруг выяснилось, что кто-то забыл упаковать термос. 8. Вам доводилось летать над Тихим океаном? Да, однажды я летел на самолете из Папуа Новой Гвинеи в Австралию. Полет продолжался 5 часов. 9. Это таинственная история, есть много теорий, но никаких доказательств. Однако, нет никаких сомнений, что мир всегда будет помнить это событие.

Ex. 5 Match the dates and the events from Amelia Earhart’s biography. Put the events in the chronological order.

	1. Amelia started taking the flying lessons

2. Amelia’s solo crossing of the Atlantic ocean

3. Amelia was born

4. Amelia flew from Hawaii to California

5. Amelia mysteriously disappeared

6. Amelia saw her first plane

7. Amelia’s transatlantic flight with Stultz and Gordon
	a. 1898

b. 1935

c. 1921

d. 1932

e. 1908

f. 1937

g. 1928


Ex. 6 Replace the pronoun with the noun from the text.

1. It was constructed on Howland island in the memory of Amelia Earhart.

2. Amelia Earhart kept them in her scrapbook.

3. Earhart named it Canary.

4. He welcomed Earhart and two other pilots at the White House in 1928.

5. It was published in 1928 and described their transatlantic flight.

6. It was awarded to Earhart for her solo crossing of the Atlantic- she became the first woman to be honoured this way.

7. She landed there on June 29, 1937.

8. The US spent $ 4 million on it.
9. They were inaccurate it made for her difficult to locate Howland island.

10. She called Leo Bellarts and asked for its location.

Ex. 7 Find the verbs in the text that express the same idea.

1. She was deeply affected by the sight of the plane.

2. She refrained from spending money for 6 months to buy her first plane.

3. The plane was not new, it had an owner before.

4. When they returned to the States, they were received in a very special way.

5. She possessed the ability to disregard fear.

6. She set out on her heroic round the world flight on June 1st.

7. It was the most demanding task.

8. The Itasca was put in position near Howland island.

9. Her radio transmissions were not clearly perceived.

10. They cancelled the rescue operation on July 19.

Ex. 8 Complete the sentences, if there is no answer in the text, supply your own idea.

1. to take part in the 1928 transatlantic flight she had to talk to…

2. …they made the parade.

3. She named her own plane Canary because…

4. …to warm herself up when she was 2 km over the Pacific.

5. She wanted to become the first…

6. It took her…days to fly from Florida to Papua New Guinea.

7. She could not establish a contact with the Itasca because…

8. Lots of unessential items were removed from the plane to…

9. …years have passed since Earhart’s disappearance but so far there is no…

10. Earhart was interested in the jobs that required…

Ex. 9 What words would you use to describe Amelia Earhart?

	Was she…
	a. brave

b. a daredevil

c. career-oriented

d. purposeful

e. stubborn

f. stupid

g. crazy

h. romantic

i. smart

j. light-minded


Supplementary reading

Team to search for elusive Earhart plane


At 5100 m beneath the surface, the temperature of ocean water is just above freezing, oxygen is sparse and currents are relatively calm. 

In other words, ideal conditions for preserving an airplane that might have crashed into the depths nearly 70 years ago, according to marine explorer David Jourdan, who hopes to answer one of aviation's greatest mysteries -- the fate of famed pilot Amelia Earhart.

Jourdan and his Maine-based company, Nauticos, plan to launch an expedition in the spring using sonar to sweep a 1600 sq. km. patch of ocean bottom west of tiny Howland Island in the Pacific Ocean.

It is the latest in a string of missions to learn what happened to Earhart when she disappeared on a flight around the world.

Jourdan said "Our expectation is the plane will be largely, if not completely, intact."

That is, if the plane is even in the ocean.

There is a host of theories about what happened to Earhart in 1937 as she made one of the final legs of her widely heralded flight.

Some have searched the sea, believing the plane ran out of gas. Others think she survived a crash, landed but died on a deserted island. Another theory is that the Japanese captured and executed her. There is a strange but very popular theory that Earhart’s flight was a carefully laid plan to hide away from the public. Some claim that by 1937 she had been tired of her popularity and decided to vanish. Earhart returned to the States secretly, changed her name, and ended her life as a housewife somewhere in New Jersey or California..

Earhart captivated a Depression-era America eager for heroes, was feted by presidents and kings.

One of those going on the Nauticos mission is Elgen Long, a former commercial pilot who has spent 30 years researching the mystery.

Long believes the answer to Earhart 's fate lies in her radio communications with a U.S. Coast Guard cutter that was tracking her course near Howland Island. Using Coast Guard radio operator's logs, Long concluded Earhart was perilously low on gas because a headwind was much stronger than she had anticipated. 

This is Jourdan's second search of the area west of Howland; a 2002 mission was aborted because of technical problems. 

The same general area was searched in 1999 by another mission that found nothing conclusive, but Jourdan said his new expedition, costing about $1.5 million, will use better sonar technology and more accurate information on where the plane may have crashed.

The shortage of oxygen and the fairly still water means a metal airplane likely would not have completely corroded, he said.

Jourdan hopes to find clues such as Earhart's jewelry in the pilot's seat, or perhaps even Earhart's leather jacket.

If he finds it, Nauticos would plan another mission to raise the plane.

Earhart's adopted son, George Putnam, was 16 years old when her plane disappeared. Putnam, now in his 80s and living in Florida, said he supports the mission partly because it could end the wild speculation about what happened to his stepmother. 

To Long, it could be his last chance to solve one of the 20th-century's biggest mysteries.

"We need the true story of what happened," he said.

From: The Times, 20 December 2008
Vocabulary

Oxygen кислород
Sparse скудный
Current течение
String череда
Intact целый, невредимый

To captivate пленять, очаровывать

Logs вахтенный журнал

To fete чествовать

Perilously рискованно, опасно

Headwind встречный ветер

To corrode ржаветь

Conclusive убедительный, решающий

Ex. 1 The text refers to at least four theories of what might have happened to Earhart.

I) What is the 1st and the most widely accepted theory? Can you agree with it? Suggest your own “pros” and “contras”.

Example:

· She ran out of gas and crashed into the ocean. The headwind, the bad maps made it difficult for her to fly and she got lost.

· Then why have not all these missions found anything to prove this story? If her plane is at the bottom of the ocean, shy has not it been found?

II) What is the 2nd theory about Earhart’s fate?

Think over this information: this part of the Pacific ocean is dotted with numerous small islands the areas of some of which are only some sq. km. The island are largely covered with tropical jungle.  It would take ages to search every islet in the area. Could it be that Earhart’s planefell on one of these patches of land? If this is the case, it will be difficult to find it.

III) the 3rd theory refers to the US-Japanese relations at the dawn of the World War II. In the 1930s Japan signed several acts with Germany and Italy. These acts led to American oil embargoes and increasing hostility between Japan and the United States. The protection of American property in Asia and the Pacific had been a source of friction since the Japanese invasion of China. If the Japanese captured Earhart she might have been proclaimed an American spy and, as a consequence of this, killed.
IV) The forth theory is very original, appealing to the public that has always been infatuated with mysteries and conspiracy. Can you believe  this story?

Ex. 2 Choose the right answer

1. How many mission to find Earhart’s plane have been organized by Nauticos so far?

a. 1 b. 3 c. 5

2. Nauticos is owned by David Jourdan who is 

a. an engineer b. a pilot c. a marine explorer

3. Eglen Long has been researching the Earhart mystery for…

a. 50 years b. 30 years c. 35 years

4. Jourdan and Long hope that Earhart’s plane is still intact because

a. it was made of a special sort of metal b. there is not much oxygen at the ocean bottom c. it was painted with a special rust preventive paint

5. The 1st Nauticos mission was aborted because

a. there were some technical problems b. the lack of funding c. they could not decide where to search

6. Jourdan is sure that his new mission will be successful because…

a. they have more money b. they have more time c. they have better equipment

7. Jourdan hopes to find such clues as

a. Earhart’s boot b. Earhart’s log c. Earhart’s jewelry

8. Earhart’s son George Putnam

a. supports the mission b. disapprove it c. does not care

9. Earhart was loved by the Americans since

a. she was one the first woman pilot b. fed America’s hunger for heroes c. campaigned for women’s rights

10. Jourdan and Long believe that the answer to Earhart’s fate is

a. in her diary b. in her letters to her family c. her radio communications with the Itasca

11. George Putnam wants

a. to stop speculations around his mother b. get her jewelry from the ocean bottom c. find her plane and sell it

Ex. 3 Give more details:

a. Amelia Earhart was feted by presidents

b. Her flight was widely heralded 

c. The Itasca was tracking her course

Ex. 4 Comment on the following:

“The woman who can create her own job is the woman who will win fame and fortune." 

"It is easier to start something than to finish it."

Amelia Earhart

Ex. 5 Read and translate:

Some other famous persons who are believed to have died in plane crashes include a famous American jazzband leader Glenn Miller (b.1904).He was declared dead by the US authorities in December 1944 when his small plane disappeared over the English Channel during bad weather. No trace of his plane was found. 

Antoine de Saint-Exupery (b.1900)- a famous French writer and aviator. On a reconnaissance mission (разведывательная миссия) over southern France in 1944 his plane was lost and never found.

Charles Smith (b.1897) an Australian aviator who made the first flight across the Pacific in May-June 1928. In November 1935 he flew from England to Australia but never reached his destination. His plane is presumed to have crashed into the ocean off the coast of Burma although its remains were not discovered.
GRAMMAR DRILL

Notice the sentence

In 1932 she became the first woman to fly across the Atlantic Ocean.
В 1932 году она стала первой женщиной- пилотом, которая пересекла Атлантику.

Простой инфинитив часто употребляется после слов the first, the second, the last. В этом случае он выполняет функцию определения. Такую конструкцию можно заменить определительным придаточным предложением.

She became the 1st to fly across the Atlantic Ocean = She became the first woman who flew across the Atlantic Ocean.

Однако следует помнить, что для английского языка не характерно использование придаточных предложений. Поэтому предпочтение отдается данной конструкции с инфинитивом.

She is the first to come to the office in the morning and the last to leave in the evening.

Assignment: Translate these sentences into English.

I. В июле 1969 Нил Армстронг стал первым человеком, ступившем на поверхность Луны. (Neil Armstrong, to set foot on)

II. 6 апреля 1909 Роберт Пири стал первым человеком, достигшим Северного Полюса. (Robert Peary, the North Pole)

III. 14 декабря 1911 Роальд Амундсен стал первым исследователем, который достиг Южного Полюса. (Roald Amundsen, the South Pole)

IV. 23 января 1960 Жак Пиккард стал первым человеком, который опустился на дно Марианской впадины- самой глубокой точки мирового океана. (Jacques Piccard, the Mariana Trench, the lowest point on the earth)

V. 29 мая 1953 новозеландец Эдмунд Хиллари стал первым человеком, поднявшимся на вершину Эвереста. (New Zealander Edmund Hillary, the summit of Everest)
Translate these sentences into Russian

I. Theodore Agnew became the first US vice president to resign because of criminal charges.

II. Alvin Ailey became the first choreographer to receive an honourable Doctorate degree from the City College of New York.

III. The American lexicographer Noah Webster was the first to recognize the growing divergence of American and British versions of English language.
IV. Juan Fangio was the first motor racing driver to win the Formula One championship five times.
V. The Microsoft Corporation was the first company to produce the operating system for the first personal computer made by IBM. 
Additional reading

George Putnam is 91 in May. But he still has hope he'll learn, in his lifetime, what happened to his stepmother - Amelia Earhart.

And is there a more infamous vanishing act? The aviator and her navigator, Fred Noonan, left the United States from an airstrip near Miami on June 1, 1937. On July 2, somewhere over the Pacific Ocean, they entered the realm of legend.

This week, investigators said enhanced analysis of a photograph taken just months after Earhart's plane vanished shows what experts think may be the aircraft's landing gear protruding from waters off the remote island of Nikumaroro, in what is now the Pacific nation of Kiribati.

Armed with that analysis by the State Department, historians, scientists and salvagers from The International Group for Historic Aircraft Recovery are going to return to the island in hopes of finding the wreckage, and perhaps the remains of Earhart and Noonan.

Should someone find the plane, "leave it as it is," Putnam said. "Don't take anything off it."

George Putnam is a lot less mobile these days, and hard of hearing, but he still has clear memories of Earhart .

At 9, his mother brought him to Florida; he never left. He was 16 when Amelia disappeared. 

Of course, the greater the legend, the greater the volume of theories. And the range of plausibility.

Putnam's heard it all.

Earhart secretly married Noonan and they ran off together. She was a Japanese spy, a German spy, she returned to America under an assumed name and lived out her life as a homemaker (Putnam has been approached by people claiming to be descendants). And don't mention alien abduction.

The calls came in 2008 when a Maine company said it would use sonar to sweep 1,000 square miles of the ocean floor. They found nothing.
And in 2009, for the movie with Hilary Swank. Putnam was invited to the grand opening.

And now this.

Ric Gillespie, director of the search group, acknowledged the evidence was "circumstantial" but "strong." 

Renowned oceanographer Robert Ballard, who discovered the wreckage of the Titanic and is advising the Earhart expedition, said the new analysis could be the equivalent of a "smoking gun" as it narrows the search area from tens of thousands of square miles to manageable size.

"If you ever want a case of finding a needle in a haystack, this is at the top of the list," he said. Tuesday at a State Department event where Secretary of State Hillary Clinton and Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood gave their support to the privately financed project.

Putnam still believes, and always has, the simplest theory about what happened: Earhart ran out of gas.

In his two-story home in Boynton Beach, his living room is cluttered with newspapers, books and photos of his large family, including three adult children.

After all these years, it does not surprise him there's still this much interest in Earhart . "She was an interesting person. And a very talented person. This was an era when women were coming into their own."

Fascination with Earhart’s life, career and disappearance continues to this day.

From: The Palm Beach Post, 21 March 2012
