Americans on the Move
In their free time, the Americans love to travel. Where do the Americans like to go when they travel? 

Although the cost of travel is rising, the Americans have tended to travel in record numbers  over the past few years. Studies show that Americans’ holiday travel is steadily increasing two percent annually, compared to last decade. The Travel Industry Association of America completed the recent study.

Three out of four Americans prefer to visit friends and family in summer. Seventy percent want to go to a beach or lake. And sixty-four percent like to visit small towns or farming areas.  Others enjoy visiting big cities, national or state parks or historic areas.  Still there are some people who go camping or fishing or visit museums or amusement parks like Disneyland. 

Public opinion studies found that travellers would most like to visit the states of Florida, California, Nevada and New York.  

One study says these are the top ten places Americans would like to visit: The Grand Canyon, The Statue of Liberty, Yellowstone National Park and the White House and monuments in Washington, D.C. Other places on the list are Niagara Falls, the Hawaiian Islands, Mount Rushmore, the Redwood Forest, the John F. Kennedy Space Centre and the Rocky Mountains. 

All of the top ten places show the natural beauty or history of the United States. 

When Americans travel, they often like to see something new, or get away from their usual surroundings.  Every year, three hundred twenty-eight million Americans are reported to travel more than eighty kilometers from their home. 

Of those who travel on holiday every year, about two-thirds say they leave their state. About twenty percent regularly leave the country.  

Travel spending by people in the United States also continues to rise. American travel spending is expected to reach more than five hundred fifty thousand million dollars.  

However, high prices will be a consideration for travelers.  Many will look for places to stay that do not cost as much, while others will take shorter trips. 

The Americans on the Moon
In 1969, humankind achieved the great goal- people landed on the moon. The historic flight of Apollo 11 began on July 16. The spacecraft crew included colonel Edwin Aldrin. Neil Armstrong and colonel Michael Collins. After entering lunar orbit, Ed​win Aldrin and Neil Armstrong piloted the lunar module towards moon and Collins remained in lunar orbit aboard Apollo spacecraft (all Apollo spacecraft included two parts—a command module which carried astronauts to the lunar orbit and a lu​nar module). Lunar module with two astronauts onboard descended to the surface of the moon on July 20. A few hours later. Armstrong, in his space suit, descended the ladder and, at 10:56 PM stepped onto the surface of the moon. His first words were. "That is one small step for a man but one giant leap for mankind". He was soon joi​ned by Aldrin, and the two astronauts spent more than two hours walking on the lu​nar surface. They gathered 21 kg of soil samples, took photographs, and set up a solar wind experiment. Armstrong and Aldrin also erected an American flag and talked, by satellite communications, with President Richard Nixon in the White House. They found that walking and running on the moon was not difficult (moon has one-sixth of earth gravity). Also via satellite, millions of people watched live television broadcasts from the moon. They returned to the lunar module and rested for several hours be​fore take-off. They left the moon without serious technical problems and module brought astronauts back to spacecraft Apollo. The return flight of Apollo 11 went well and the spacecraft splashed down on July 24 in the Pacific Ocean near Hawaii and was recovered.
After landing on earth the astronauts were placed in quarantine for three weeks because there was a possibility of contamination by living lunar organisms. The astronauts remained in good health.
Apollo 12
The next moon-landing flight began on November 14, 1969, when Apollo 12 was launched from Cape Canaveral with astronauts Pete Conrad. Richard Gordon and Alan Bean aboard. After entering lunar orbit, pilots Conrad and Bean moved to the lunar module. They landed at a spot just 180 m from where Apollo 11 spacecraft had landed three months before.
The two astronauts explored moon during two periods- 4 hours each. They set up scientific experiments, took photographs, collected samples of lunar soil. After take-off from the moon and rendezvous with the command module piloted by Gor​don, successful splashdown and recovery took place on November 24. Quarantine procedures were repeated, but the astronauts were in good health.
Ароllо 13
On April 11. 1970. Apollo 13 was launched, carrying the astronauts Fred Haise and John Swigert. The crew met with disaster during the flight when an oxygen tank ex​ploded. The astronauts cancelled their landing on the lunar surface. Instead they used survival systems of the lunar module and swung behind the moon and were brought back to earth for a splashdown in the South Pacific Ocean on April 17. All astronauts were alive.
Apollo 14 and 15
The mission of the Apollo 13 was accomplished by the crew of Apollo 14. launched on January 31. 1971.Captain Sheparde and Edgar Mitchell successfully landed the lu​nar module in the mountainous region of the moon and astronaut Stuart Ros remai​ned in lunar orbit in the command module. Shepard and Mitchell spent more than 9 hours exploring surface, they collected about 43 kg of geological samples. The astro​nauts returned to earth without incident on February 9, 1971.

Apollo 15 was launched on July 26. 1971, carrying three air force officers: Colonel Scott as flight commander. Lieutenant Colonel James B. Irwin as pilot of the lunar module and Major Alfred M. Worden as pilot of the command module. Scott and Ir​win spent 2 days, 18 hours on the lunar surface. During their 18 hours. 37 minutes of
exploration of the lunar surface, the astronauts walked more than 28.2 km. A televi​sion camera set up on the moon photographed Scott and Irwin's departure from the surface, and before the crew left the lunar orbit for their return to earth, they launch​ed into lunar orbit a 35.6-kg "subsatellite" designed to transmit information about gravitational and magnetic fields in the lunar environment. The Apollo 15 astronauts were the first moon-landing crew that was not required to undergo a quarantine. 

Apollo 16 and 17 
On April 16, 1972, astronauts Young, Charles Duke, and Thomas  Mattingly were launched on the Apollo 16 mission to the moon. While Mattingly remained in orbit, the two other astronauts landed in the assigned area on April 20. They spent 20 hours, 14 minutes on the moon, setting up a number of experiments powered by a small nuclear station.

The missions to the moon by the United States were concluded with the flight of Apollo 17, December 6-19, 1972. During their smooth 13-day voyage, the astronaut Cernan and the American geologist Harrison Schmitt spent 22 hours on the moon, travelling 35 km.

Ex.1 How well have you read the text? Can you answer this question:  how many persons walked on the moon from 1969 till 1972?

Ex.2 Answer the questions:

1. Was the moon mission of political importance to the USA and the USSR?

2. How many parts did Apollo spacecraft consist of?

3. What did Neil Armstrong do when he stepped on the moon surface?

4. Why is walking on the moon much easer than on the Earth?

5. Why did not the crew of Apollo 13 manage to complete their mission and land on the moon?

6. Where did all Apollo spacecrafts splash down?

Ex.3 Complete these sentences using the information from the text:

1. When Armstrong descended the ladder and was about to step on the moon he was wearing…

2. Armstrong and Aldrin erected…on the moon.

3. Millions of people watched live TV broadcast from the moon via…

4. After landing the astronauts were required to undergo a quarantine because…

5. During the Apollo 13 mission the crew met with...and the astronauts cancelled…

Ex.4 Match the names of the astronauts and what they did on the moon

	1.Aldrin and Armstrong

2. Scott and Irwin

3. Young and Duke


	a. set up the small nuclear station

b. set up the TV camera to photograph their departure from the moon

c. talked to the US President Richard Nixon


Ex. 5 Paraphrase these sentences using the words and phrases from the text

a. They found that walking and running in one-sixth the gravity of earth was not difficult. 
b. The return flight of Apollo 11 was without mishap

c. Because of the slight possibility of terrestrial contamination by living lunar organisms, the astronauts were placed in quarantine for three weeks.

d. The astronauts were obliged to cancel their planned landing on the lunar surface.

