England is often associated with ghosts and haunted mansions and castles, no wonder it makes the claim of being "the most haunted country in Europe." And there's quite a bit of anecdotal evidence to support this claim. 

I) The Tower of London

The Tower of London, one of the most famous and well-preserved historical buildings in the world, may also be one of the most haunted. This is due, no doubt, to the scores of executions, murders and tortures that have taken place within its walls over the last 1,000 years. Dozens of ghost sightings have been reported in and around the Tower. On one winter day in 1957 at 3 p.m., a guard was disturbed by strange noise outside. When he left his guardhouse to investigate, he saw a white figure on top of the tower. It was then realized that on that very same date, February 12, Lady Jane Grey accused of treason was beheaded in 1554. Perhaps the most well-known ghost residing in the Tower is the spirit of Anne Boleyn, one of the wives of Henry VIII, she was accused of conspiring against the king’s life and also beheaded in the Tower in 1536. Her ghost has been spotted on many occasions in the Tower Chapel Royal. Other ghosts of the Tower include those of Henry VI (murdered in the Tower in 1471), Thomas Becket (Archbishop of Canterbury who resisted the king’s attempts to control the affairs of church, was killed on the king Henry II order in 1170), and Sir Walter Raleigh (one of the most powerful figures on the politic scene in England of the 17th c. was accused of plotting against the king and executed in 1618).

One of the most gruesome ghost stories connected with the Tower of London describes death of the Countess of Salisbury. According to one account, "the Countess was sentenced to death in 1541 following her alleged involvement in criminal activities (although it is now widely believed that she was probably innocent). After being sent to the scaffold, she ran from the block and was pursued until she was hacked to death by the executioner." Her execution ceremony has been seen re-enacted by spirits on Tower Green.

Vocabulary
Haunted-посещаемый привидениями a hunted house дом с привидениями

Anecdotal анекдотический, вызывающий сомнения

Mansion особняк

Guardhouse  караульное помещение

To behead отрубать голову, обезглавить

Treason измена

Scaffold  эшафот

To hackle рубить

To re-enact повторять, воспроизводить
Ex. 1 Answer the questions:

1. Why is England called the most haunted country in Europe?

2. What happened in the Tower in 1957?

3. What are the most famous ghost- residents of the Tower?

4. Are there many ghost stories connected with the Tower?

5. Do people often see ghosts there?

Ex. 2 What do the words in italics refer to?

1. Dozens of them have been reported in and around the Tower.

2. He saw it on the top of the tower.

3. She ran from the block but was pursued by the executioner.

4.  It was often seen in the Tower Chapel Royal

5. It has been seen re-enacted by spirits many times.

Ex. 3 Make true sentences

	1. Sir Walter Raleigh

2. Thomas Becket

3. Anne Boleyn
	a. was Archbishop of Canterbury

b. was accused of plotting against the king

c. resisted the king’s attempts to control church

d. was accused of conspiring against the king’s life

e. was killed  in 1618

f. was beheaded in 1536

g. was the most powerful politician of his time


Ex. 4 Vocabulary practice

Insert the appropriate words

It happened on a winter day when a guard heard something strange outside and stepped out of his…to see a white figure of a woman. He realized that it was the ghost of Lady Jane Grey.  In 1554 she was accused of…and sent to the… where she was…by the executioner. Once her execution ceremony was seen…by the Tower guards.

(guardhouse, treason, scaffold, to behead, to re-enact)

II) Borley Mansion 


Probably the most famous haunted place in England. The mansion was built in 1863 for the Reverend Bull and his family. In 1892 the Reverend Bull died in the Blue Room. His son Harry Bull inherited the mansion and lived there until 1927. From around 1895, there were sightings of a ghostly person in the Blue Room that is said to be the spirit of the Reverend Bull. Other strange phenomenon included phantom footsteps. Around 1900 Harry Bull saw the ghost of his father in the garden during the daytime. After this incident some servants left the mansion but the Bulls remained in residence until Harry Bull passed away in the Blue Room in 1927. By then the mansion had had a reputation as the most haunted house in Britain.

A year later Eric Smith and his wife moved in and lived there for three years. The neighbours often heard the Smiths complaining about mysterious footsteps and doorbells ringing without reason. It was Eric Smith who phoned the Daily Mirror and asked them to send a reporter to the mansion. This way Borley Mansion got on the front pages of newspapers first in England and then all over Europe and even in America.  It was during this period that hundreds of reporters visited the mansion and some of them witnessed first hand the ghost activity and a spiritualistic séance was held in the Blue Room during which the medium claimed to have established a contact with the Reverend Bull. In 1930 the Smiths left tired with the haunting and the publicity.

The next residents were the Foysters. The strange events in the mansion continued, and the Foysters witnessed various phenomena, ranging from smashed glasses and stone throwing to mysterious writings on the walls. Marianne Foyster claimed to have been thrown from her bed by a strange force. The Foysters left after a five-year stay and the mansion was abandoned. The Borley Mansion mystery is still a subject of much debate in the UK. Some say that all phenomena recorded in the mansion were mere misinterpreted natural occurrences and attribute the haunting reputation of Borley Mansion to hoaxing and hearsay.

Vocabulary 

The Reverend его преподобие (обращение к священнику)

Ghostly призрачный

Spiritualistic séance спиритический сеанс

Occupier жилец
Hearsay слухи, сплетни
Ex. 1 Answer the questions:

1. When was Borley Mansion built?

2. How many families occupied it from 1892 to 1939?

3. Whose ghost was reported to have been seen in the Mansion very often?

4. When did the media get interested in Borley Mansion?

5. What strange phenomena did the residents of the Mansion describe?

Ex. 2 Say why

1. the servants left the Mansion in 1900

2. Eric Smith phoned the Daily Mirror

3. the Smiths left Borley Mansion

4. the spiritualistic séance was held in the Blue Room

5. the Borley Mansion mystery is still discussed

Ex. 3 Make true sentences

	1. Harry Bull

2. Eric Smith

3. Marianne Foyster
	a. arranged for the spiritualistic séance to be held at the Mansion

b. saw the ghost of his father

c. was thrown from her bed by some mysterious force

d. died at the Mansion in 1927

e. complained to his neighbours about the haunting

f. left Borley Mansion in 1935

g. drew the media attention to the Mansion


III) Chambercombe Manor
Chambercombe Manor located in Devonshire dates back to the 12th century, and although it saw days of glory over the centuries, for much of its recent past Chambercombe was used as a farmhouse. 
Fortunately, many of the original furniture survived and today, thanks to the efforts of the National Trust, the house and its park have been beautifully restored, and visitors can soak up its atmosphere, admire its impressive rooms and keep a keen eye on its ghostly inhabitants. 
The origins of the house’s most famous ghost go back to 1865 when the then occupier carried out repairs to the roof and came upon a strange wall in the attic. Mystified, he began a search of the house’s interior and realised that there must be a hidden room in the house. He and his wife broke through the wall and gazed into the gloom of a secret chamber in the centre of which stood a bed surrounded by a musty curtain. Scrambling into the room, they pulled the bed curtain aside and there upon a bed, they found a white skeleton. 
Although it was later ascertained that the skeleton was that of a young woman, subsequent enquiries failed to shed any light on either her identity or the cause of her death. A tradition grew that dates this event back to the 17th century when William Oatway lived in the house.  
William was married to a beautiful Spanish woman, he leased Chambercombe Manor and they lived there a happy family life. Nevertheless, William was gnawed by one regret: he didn’t have enough money to purchase the house and make it a family home that could be passed down to future generations. William had a daughter, who was christened Kate and grew into a beautiful young woman. 
One day Kate met and fell in love with an Irishman Wallace, who was the Captain of a pirate ship. They married and decided to settle in Dublin. Kate left her parents but she promised them faithfully that she would return for a visit one day. 
Several months later a ferocious storm blew up along the Devon coast and William went down onto the beach to see if any ships were in distress. As he stood gazing out to sea he heard a faint murmur from the nearby rocks. Climbed over them he found a badly injured young woman, whose features had been rendered unrecognisable by the pounding. William carried her to the manor house where he and his wife tried desperately to save her life. But her injuries were serious and later that night she died without regaining consciousness. 
As they searched her body for some clue to her identity they found a purse filled with gold coins and jewels. There was enough money to enable the Outways to achieve their ambition of the ownership of Chambercombe Manor. The temptation was great. Next morning, a police officer came to enquire if they had any knowledge of a woman passenger who was missing off a wrecked ship. William realised that if he admitted to having found the woman he would probably be forced to return the valuables, William denied all knowledge of her. As the officer was leaving he asked William to keep an eye on the coastline if the body of the woman, Mrs Katherine Wallace, is washed up. Realising that he had found and robbed the dead body of his own beloved daughter, William walled her body up in a secret chamber and then he and his wife left Chambercombe Manor, never to return.
This legend attempts to explain the mysterious skeletal remains at Chambercombe Manor. The phantom footsteps that are often heard in the manor are believed to be those of Kate Wallace, while a low moaning is heard emanating from the former secret room where her remains were found.
Kate is not the only ghost to haunt Chambercombe Manor. The visitors to the Manor often saw two ghostly little girls walking through the upstairs rooms, while a ghostly lady in a long white dress has been seen in the park. In addition to ghostly appearances, the house also has several cold spots and there is a staircase which ascends from the Dining Room to the Tudor Room that has a very unnerving atmosphere and which few people like to go up!

Vocabulary 

Manor поместье
Trust фонд
To soak up впитывать
Attic чердак
Musty заплесневелый
To scramble пробираться
To ascertain устновить
To lease арендовать
To gnaw грызть, мучить
Ferocious свирепый, жестокий
to pound бить
purse кошелек
wrecked потерпевший крушение
To wall up замуровать
To emanate исходить
Ex. 1 Answer the questions:

1. Where is Chambercombe Manor?

2. How was the secret chamber in the Manor discovered?

3. Why could not William Oatway buy the Manor?

4. Why did Kate leave the parents and go to Dublin?

5. Did she return to visit them?

6. Can tourists visit Chambercombe Manor?

Ex. 2 Right or wrong

1. William went to the beach to meet his daughter.

2. The hidden room was found in 1960.

3. Kate did not give money to her parents before she died.

Ex 3 Match the statements and the reasons

	1. William Oatway did not admit to  having found the woman…

2. The hidden room was found…

3. The moaning is heard in one of the Manor rooms…

4. The police officer came to Chambercombe Manor…
	a. to enquire about a missing person

b. because the skeleton was found there

c. because the owner of the house was repairing the roof

d. because he did not want to return the jewelry he had got


 Ex. 4 Complete the sentences with the ideas related to the text

1. The name of the man with whom Kate…was Wallace.

2. In the room, where…the phantom footsteps and faint moaning are heard.

3. People do not like using this staircase because…

4. This house built in the 12th c. was…by the Trust and is now open to the public.

5. William Oatway wanted to purchase Chambercombe Manor but…

Assignment: conduct a little survey of about 5-10 of your friends, relatives and find out how many of them

a) believe in ghosts

b) are superstitious

c) have ever had a supernatural experience
Supplementary reading

Insert the prepositions
Angela congratulated herself once again. She had been … the house more than five hours now and she had not experienced even a twinge of fear. According … Angela’s friends the house was occupied by the ghost which made the previous tenant sell the property and emigrate … Australia.
But if her friends were testing her nerves why hadn't they made a move? Angela had been expect​ing to hear strange and terrifying sounds as soon as twilight fell. What self-respecting "ghost" ever manifested itself without the appropriate sound effects?
But the only sounds that had reached Angela's ears were home​ly, reassuring ones: the kitchen clock, the raindrops … the window-pane. It was half past midnight and Angela made her way up the stairs to her bedroom, feeling more disappoint​ment than fear as she looked up at the darkened landing. She listened hard but there was nothing supernatural. Once in her room, Angela closed the door. She thought for a moment then locked the door, she heard the keys swinging near the door knob.
Angela got into bed and was just about to snuggle down … the covers when she realised that the light was still on. "Ah! Now if there were a ghost in the house, it could put the light out for me. I do not want to get … of bed." As the words left her lips, an unseen hand pressed the switch and plunged the room … dark​ness.

( in,  to,  on,  under,  out, into )

Assignment:

What do these sentences mean?
1. But if her friends were testing her nerves why hadn't they made a move?

2. She listened hard but there was nothing supernatural
3. Angela made her way up the stairs to her bedroom, feeling more disappoint​ment than fear
