Some interesting facts about the American Presidents

I.

William Harrison – is famous for 2 paradoxical records he unintentionally set: the longest inaugural address and the shortest term of office. Harrison was the President for only 31 days!

When he was elected the US President in 1841 he made the longest inaugural speech ever. Harrison was speaking for 3 hours standing outside in the heavy rain. As a result he became ill with flu, which developed into severe pneumonia, and Harrison died within a month of his term.

II.
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Franklin Roosevelt – was the longest serving US President. He was elected into office in 1933 and served for 4 terms. All in all he served 12 years and 1 month as the President of the US. Roosevelt initiated many reforms and programs to reduce unemployment and boost the economy. During his tenure the American economy was improving rapidly. When the World War II started America under Roosevelt provided Lend-Lease aid to the countries fighting against Germany. With very strong national support he declared war of Japan following the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor in 1941. Many of the regulations passed by the Roosevelt Administration were so effective that they remained in use up until the 1980s.
III.
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John Kennedy – was the President from 1961 until his tragic death in 1963. He was assassinated in Dallas, Texas. Lee Oswald, who killed the President, did not live to see the trial. He died in prison and his motivation remains a mystery and a subject of much speculation until the present day. Many theories exist and are widely discussed in America: from the obvious – Kennedy was shot by the lone psycho, to the grandiose – the President was assassinated as the result of a conspiracy. Some suggest that it was the international plot (probably involving Russia or China). Over the past 50 years lots and lots of books and films about Kennedy’ life and death have been produced. John Kennedy’s private life still thrills the public, he is said to have had extra marital affair with Hollywood super star Marilyn Monroe.

Kennedy is also remembered as great motivation speaker. One of his most famous sayings
Don’t ask what your country can do for you. Ask instead what you can do for your country
IV.
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George Bush Jr – was the President from 2001 to 2009. Much happened during his tenure. New York was attacked by a group of terrorists on September 11, 2001. Following this tragedy Bush announced a global war on Terror. He called North Korea, Iran, Afghanistan and Iraq an “axis of evil” because of these countries alleged sponsorship of terrorism. Eventually Bush ordered the invasion of Afghanistan and declared war on Iraq. Although he was criticized for his decisions, these military campaigns established the US position as global super power and the world’s strongest nation.

Bush became very famous for making numerous mistakes in his speeches. He mixed up dates and names. He famously called Paris the capital of England and said that the World War II was in the 19th century.

A term “bushism” was coined to describe his sayings. On the Internet you can find long lists of bushisms. Here are some of the most famous bushisms:

Our enemies never stop thinking about new ways to harm our country and our people, and neither do we

People and animals can co exist peacefully

Do they have black people in Africa?

Teachers are people too and that is why students must treat them with respect
Придумайте как можно больше вопросов по содержанию текста о президентах и задайте их своим одноклассникам.

Используя разные источники информации (Интернет, энциклопедию из библиотеки) подготовьте сообщение о каком-либо американском президенте.

Составьте список президентов США за последние 50 лет (укажите годы нахождения у власти и благодаря каким достижениям остались в истории).

