The "Songs that made America" list (alternatively known as “Songs America made”) is an education project by the Recording Industry Association of America that aims to "promote a better understanding of America’s musical and cultural heritage" in American schools. Hundreds of voters, including elected officials, people from the music industry and the media, teachers, and students, were asked in 2005 to choose the top 10 songs of the 20th century with historical significance in mind.
When the list was unveiled many critics were surprised because practically all songs it includs are very optimistic and “highlight the American’s reluctance to face the reality”.

All songs of the list are recommended to be taught and discussed at schools in the US.

1. Over the rainbow (music by Harold Arlen, lyrics by Edgar Harburg, 1939). Classic Oscar-winning song from the movie The Wizard of Oz . The song is still widely performed and recorded by various artists.

Somewhere over the rainbow
Way up high,
There's a land that I heard of
Once in a lullaby.

Somewhere over the rainbow
Skies are blue,
And the dreams that you dare to dream
Really do come true.

Someday I'll wish upon a star
And wake up where the clouds are far
Behind me.
Where troubles melt like lemon drops
Away above the chimney tops
That's where you'll find me.

Somewhere over the rainbow
Bluebirds fly.
Birds fly over the rainbow.
Why then, oh why can't I?

If happy little bluebirds fly
Beyond the rainbow
Why, oh why can't I?
2. The Morning after (music by Al Kasha, lyrics by Joel Hirshhorn, 1973). Originally written for the movie The Poseidon Adventure the song has developed a cult status over the years. Due to its inspirational nature the song is often performed at church serviced and charitable events. The song received Oscar (too!)

There's got to be a morning after
If we can hold on through the night
We have a chance to find the sunshine
Let's keep on looking for the light

Oh, can't you see the morning after?
It's waiting right outside the storm
Why don't we cross the bridge together
And find a place that's safe and warm?

It's not too late, we should be giving
Only with love can we climb
It's not too late, not while we're living
Let's put our hands out in time

There's got to be a morning after
We're moving closer to the shore
I know we'll be there by tomorrow
And we'll escape the darkness
We won't be searching anymore
3. This land is your land (music and lyrics by Woodie Gurthie, 1940) Officially the best known American song and unofficially America’s second anthem.

The song was performed by hundreds of artists and was parodied million times.

This land is your land, this land is my land
From California to the New York Island
From the Redwood Forest to the Gulf Stream waters
This land was made for you and me.
As I went walking that ribbon of highway
I saw above me that endless skyway
I saw below me that golden valley
This land was made for you and me.
I roamed and I rambled and I followed my footsteps
To the sparkling sands of her diamond deserts
While all around me a voice was sounding
This land was made for you and me.
When the sun came shining, and I was strolling
And the wheat fields waving and the dust clouds rolling
A voice was chanting, as the fog was lifting,
This land was made for you and me.
4. Don’t stop believing (music by Jonathan Cain, lyrics by Steve Perry, 1981) The song was recorded by the rock band Journey. It is still very popular and continues to remain in the top ten most downloaded songs in the US.  
Just a small town girl, living in a lonely world 
She took the midnight train going anywhere 
Just a city boy, born and raised in south Detroit 
He took the midnight train going anywhere 

A singer in a smokey room 
A smell of wine and cheap perfume 
For a smile they can share the night 
It goes on and on and on and on 
Strangers waiting, up and down the boulevard 
Their shadows searching in the night 
Streetlights people, living just to find emotion 
Hiding, somewhere in the night. 

Working hard to get my fill, 
Everybody wants a thrill 
Paying anything to roll the dice, 
Just one more time 
Some will win, some will lose 
Some were born to sing the blues 
Oh, the movie never ends 
It goes on and on and on and on 

Don't stop believing 
Hold on to the feeling 
Streetlights people 

Don't stop believing 
Hold on
5. Stand by me (music and lyrics by Ben King, 1960) There are over 400 recorded versions of this song. The song is often performed at church services and very popular in karaoke.
When the night has come and the land is dark 

And the moon is the only light we see 

No, I won't be afraid, oh, I won't be afraid 

Just as long as you stand, stand by me 
So darling, darling, stand by me, oh, stand by me 

Oh, stand, stand by me, stand by me 
If the sky that we look upon should tumble and fall 

Or the mountain should crumble to the sea I won't cry, 

I won't cry, no, I won't shed a tear 

Just as long as you stand, stand by me 
And darling, darling, stand by me 

Darling, darling, stand by me 

Whenever you're in trouble 

Won't you stand by me, oh, stand by me
