Sydney is the most populous city in Australia. It is located on Australia's south-east coast. The city has an approximate population of 4.6 million people. Inhabitants of Sydney are called Sydneysiders.

The site of the first British colony in Australia, Sydney was established in 1788. The city is built on hills surrounding Sydney Harbour, where the iconic Sydney Opera House and the Harbour Bridge are located. The hinterland of the metropolitan area is surrounded by national parks, and the coastal regions feature many bays, rivers, inlets and beaches. Sydney often ranks highly in various world cities rankings. It has hosted multiple major international sporting events, including the 1938 British Empire Games and the 2000 Summer Olympics. The main airport serving Sydney is Sydney Airport and its main port is Port Botany.

Tourism forms an important part of the city's economy. The city receives about 7 million visitors every year and is one of the most visited cities in the world. The most well known attractions include 
Sydney Harbour

is the natural harbour of Sydney. It is known for its spectacular natural beauty, and in particular as the location of the Sydney Opera House and Sydney Harbour Bridge. The area around the harbour contains pockets of bushland  with a surprising range of animals including many kangaroos and koalas.
Sydney Opera House

The Sydney Opera House is one of the most distinctive and famous 20th century buildings, and one of the most famous performing arts venues in the world. Situated in Sydney Harbour, with parkland to its south and close to the equally famous Sydney Harbour Bridge, the building and its surroundings form an iconic Australian image. The symbol of Australia the Sydney Opera House is noted for its design. Opinions still divide on what the building looks like. Some say it is in the shape of a sail. The others point out that the House looks like a shell.
Sydney Harbour Bridge

The Sydney Harbour Bridge is the main crossing of Sydney Harbour carrying rail and pedestrian traffic between the Sydney central business district (CBD) and the North Shore. The dramatic view of the bridge together with the nearby Sydney Opera House is an iconic image of both Sydney and Australia. The South-east pylon for many years operates as lookout and tourist attraction, containing an observation deck with many telescopes offering awesome view of the city and the ocean. 
Historic Forts

The shores of Sydney Harbour are home to a number of historic batteries, bunkers and forts, many of which date back to 1871 and were part of Sydney Harbours defence system that was designed to withstand a seaborn attack. There are four historical fortifications located on the north side of the harbour. The forts were constructed from large sandstone blocks and consist of many tunnels, catacombs and underground rooms. 

Watsons Bay

Watsons Bay is famous for its recreational areas and beaches, including one legal nude beach. Many restaurants and cafes are located here, with Doyles on the Beach, Sydney's most famous seafood restaurant.
The Rocks

The Rocks is a historic area of Sydney. It is very popular with tourists because there are many souvenir and craft shops, many themed and historic pubs as well as lots of historic buildings from the 19th century in the area.
Sydney Tower

Sydney Tower is Sydney's tallest structure, and one of the tallest in the world. Sydney Tower’s observation deck known as Skywalk is an open-air, glass-floored platform at a height of 260m above ground level. 

Kings Cross

The Kings Cross district commonly known as simply “Cross” is famous in Australia as being an “adult” entertainment centre with many night clubs, bars and strip clubs. Cross is also known for its Neon signs and advertising posters, the most famous being the iconic Coca-Cola sign – the biggest advertising sign in the world. 

Museums

Sydney is home to a number of museums. The Australian Museum is the oldest museum in Australia, and is particularly renowned in the fields of natural history and anthropology. The Museum of Sydney exhibitions highlight the history of the city. The Powerhouse Museum specialises in science and technology, and its exhibits include the oldest steam engine in the world – still in working order.
City Parks

Hyde Park (named after the famous park in London) contains well-kept lawns and famous for its magnificent tree lined avenues, a peaceful haven in the business heart of the city.

The Royal Botanic Gardens are one of the largest botanical gardens in the world, open to the public. Admission is free and it is open every day of the year.

TASKS
Ex. 1 True or False

a. Sydney is on Australia’s north-east coast

b. Sydney was established in 1788

c. You can see some native Australians animals including kangaroo around Sydney Harbour

d. Sydney Opera House is the symbol of Australia

e. Watson Bay is a popular entertainment centre

f. The Rocks has the biggest concentration of historic buildings in the city

g. Sydney Tower is the tallest structure in the city

h. The world’s biggest advertising sign can be seen in Hype Park

Ex. 2 Match Sydney’s attractions and their descriptions

	Sydney Opera House

Sydney Harbour Bridge

Historic Forts

Sydney Tower
	· has an observation deck with many telescopes

· is famous for its glass floored observation deck

· is particularly famous for its design

· consist of many underground rooms


Ex. 3 Complete the sentences

a. You should visit………………… which is the oldest museum in Australia, if you are interested in………………

b. The oldest steam engine in the world is on display in…………………..

c. The Rocks is very popular with tourists because………………….

d. You can enjoy an awesome view of Sydney from the hight of 260 m if you ascend to………………. known as Skywalk

e. The Kings Cross has gained a reputation as…………………. but it is also known as home to the world’s biggest……………………..
f. Sydney’s most famous seafood restaurant is in……………………
g. ……………………..were part of Sydney Harbour defence system that was made to………………..

