Have you ever observed UFO?

UFO is an unidentified flying object, sometimes popularly called flying saucers. If you have seen some object or light in the sky that you could not immediately explain, you might have seen UFO. Sightings of unusual aerial phenomena date back to ancient times, but UFOs became widely discussed only after the first widely publicized American sighting in 1947. Many thousands of such observations have since been reported in all countries of the world.
At least 90 per cent of UFO sightings can be identified as conventional objects, although time-consuming investigations are often necessary for such identification. UFOs most often turn out to be bright planets or stars, aircraft, birds, balloons, kites, aerial flares, peculiar clouds, meteors, and satellites. The remaining sightings can probably be attributed to other mistaken sightings or to inaccurate reporting, hoaxes, or delusions, although to disprove all claims made about UFOs is impossible. And this is what makes people believing in the existence of extraterrestrial civilizations happy.
From 1947 to 1979 the United States Air Force investigated UFOs as a possible threat to national security. A total of 15,618 reports were received, of which 701 reports, or 5.6 per cent, were listed as unexplained. In the end the US Air Force concluded that “no UFO reported, investigated, and evaluated by the Air Force has ever given any indication of threat to our national security”. 
Some people firmly believe that UFOs are extraterrestrial spacecraft, even though no scientifically valid evidence supports that belief. The possibility of extraterrestrial civilizations is not the problem; most scientists grant that intelligent life may exist elsewhere in the universe. A fully convincing UFO photograph of a craft-like object has not been taken so far. The scientific method requires that highly speculative explanations should not be adopted unless all of the more ordinary explanations can be ruled out.
UFO enthusiasts persist, however, and some people even claim to have been abducted and taken aboard UFOs. A special term was coined- A close encounter of the third kind – to describe an alleged encounter between human beings and visitors from outer space. No one has produced scientifically acceptable proof of these claims.
The Centre for UFO Studies (CFUFOS) based in the US is an international group of scientists, academics, investigators, and volunteers dedicated to the examination and analysis of the UFO phenomenon. The Centre purpose is to promote serious scientific interest in UFOs and to serve as an archive for reports, documents, and publications about the UFO phenomenon.  

This Centre catalogues all UFO sighting cases in the USA. The format for each entry is: catalogue number, date, location, time of event, text. 

Perhaps, one of the most perplexing aspect of the UFO phenomenon is the sub-group of reports concerning effects on motor vehicles.

Here we are able to read some cases involving the UFO phenomenon from the CFUFOS archive:

Two women (Ms. Dobson and Ms. Jenkins) spotted a bright light chasing their car. It was first seen just above trees beside the road behind and to one side of them. They were travelling at ninety five km/h but the object overtook them. The motor of the car cut out. The object continued on its way following the roadway, and eventually the ladies were able to restart the car. However, by this time the object had moved away to an estimated three kilometres. As they approached it they saw it beam a shaft of light onto the road, making a pool of light. This pool was then slowly withdrawn from the road and ascended into the larger light above. A car’s radio suffered interference as an object followed the vehicle.(1997, California)

Howard Newton, a carrier by occupation, was driving along a road when a soundless, red and blue, round to oval shape was seen directly above the vehicle. He watched it for about two minutes as it travelled from east to west. He noted that the sound from his radio cut out. (2005, Arizona)

Mr and Mrs French stopped their car after a loud noise suddenly interrupted their car radio. Nothing seemed wrong with the car so they resumed their drive. About two kilometres further down the road they encountered six or more glowing white lights which were shining upon a paddock from an estimated height of three metres. This sight was accompanied by a piercing shrill sound. The couple did not stop to investigate. Further down the road the car radio was affected again, while the lights could be seen in the paddock behind them. (2012, New Jersey)

Vocabulary

flare вспышка (атмосферное явление)

delusion заблуждение, иллюзия
valid обоснованный

to grant допускать

to rule out (здесь) выводить за рамки обсуждения

perplexing озадачивающий

to overtake догонять

to cut out (здесь) останавливаться, прекращать работу

shrill пронзительный
paddock пастбище
Ex. 1 Answer the questions:

1. What do people popularly call UFO? How do you think why?

2. Where and when was the 1st widely publisized UFO sighting?

3. Do UFO sightings require the time-consuming investigations?

4. What objects are often mistaken for UFO?

5. What facts make the UFO enthusiasts happy?

6. Why did the US Air Force undertake to investigate the UFO phenomenon in the 1950 - 1970’s?

7. What do this phrase “A close encounter of the 3rd kind” imply?

8. Do scientists show any interest in UFO?

9. What is the CFUFOS?

10. What kind of archive is kept in the CFUFOS?

11. What aspect of the UFO phenomenon is considered the most interesting?

12. How many reports about UFO were surveyed by the US Air Force?

13. What is the main requirements of the scientific method?

14. How many cases from the CFUFOS archive does the text cite?

Ex. 2 True or false

1. People saw some strange objects in the sky in the ancient times. 

2. The 1947 UFO sighting triggered the world wide interest in “flying saucers”.

3. About 50% of the alleged UFO sightings can be scientifically explained.

4. UFO can pose a threat to our security.

5. Most scientists believe that no intelligent life exists beyond our planet.

6. Some people say that they were aboard the extraterrestrial spaceships.

7. So far no evidence has been produced to support the “extraterrestrial origin of UFO” theory.

8. The Centre for UFO studies keeps the records of the UFO sightings that take place in the US and Canada.

9. No proof exists that UFO can affect motor vehicles.

10. The CFUFOS employs the UFO enthusiasts from all walks of life.

11. The CFUFOS is based in Canada.

Ex. 3 Translate the following words into English

Воздушный,  идентифицировать, воздушный змей, необычный, спутник, внеземной, угроза, разумный, спекулятивный, захватывать (похищать), доброволец, каталогизировать, луч, сзади, приближаться, овальный, прерывать, продолжать, подниматься, вдоль, метеор,  оценивать,  указание, помехи, на борту,  возобновить,  влиять (действовать на кого-либо, что-либо)

Ex. 4 Translate into English.

1. Первые сообщения о НЛО относятся к древнейшим временам. Люди всегда наблюдали в небе странные явления, которые им не удавалось обьяснить. 2. Очень часто мы ошибочно принимаем за НЛО самолеты, воздушные шары, или просто атмосферные явления: например, облака необычной формы. Ученые допускают существование внеземных цивилизаций, но до сих пор не было представлено никаких серьезных доказательств этой теории. 3. За 20 лет американские исследователи изучили около 12 тысяч сообщений о наблюдении НЛО, 10% из которых, как выяснилось, не могут быть научно обьяснены. Надо быть очень осторожными и исключить все спекулятивные предположения, пока традиционные обьяснения не будут признаны неудовлетворительными. 4. Существует специальное определение, описывающее предположительные контакты людей с пришельцами из космоса: «Близкие контакты 3го уровня». Многие люди утверждают, что общались с инопланетянами и даже посещали их корабли, но ничем не смогли подтвердить свои рассказы, чтобы убедить ученых. 5. Мы заметили какой-то странный обьект, следовавший за нашей машиной. Он был овальной формы и находился на расстоянии примерно 3 метров от земли. 6.Когда обьект приблизился к автомобилю, мы услышали странный звук. Мой приятель заглушил двигатель, и мы решили выяснить, что происходит. 7. Когда мы вышли из машины, обьект был уже от нас на расстоянии не меньше 200 метров. Мы больше не слышали никаких звуков, обьект медленно удалялся. 8. Мы снова сели в машину, завели двигатель и поехали дальше.

- Наверняка, это было НЛО, корабль пришельцев или что-нибудь в этом роде,- сказал мой друг.- Надо сообщить о том, что мы видели.

-Во-первых, мы не сможем подтвердить, что мы действительно видели что-то странное. Во-вторых, лично я не верю в НЛО, Наверняка, это имеет какое-то научное обьяснение.

Ex. 5 Fill in the blanks in the table, use the information from the text.

The UFO sightings

	Place
	Time
	Details
	Observer

	
	1997
	
	


	
	
	An oval object was observed for about 2 mn. It moved from east to west.
	

	
	
	
	Mr. and Mrs. French


Ex. 6 Imagine that you are an employee at the CFUFOS. Someone, who thinks he has just observed UFO, is phoning you to report the sighting. Here are the answers you get. What are your question?

-?

-At 10:35, just 10 mn ago.

-?

-Yes, I am sure of that. When I saw it, I looked at my watch at the same moment.

-?

- 2 km off New York City. I was driving home from Greensboro, it happened on highway E84.

 -?

-Well, first, of all, a loud noise interrupted my radio, and suddenly directly above my car I saw 2 glowing red balls, they moved further and just 30 seconds later were about 2 km away.

-?

-No, nothing else, nothing extraordinary.

-?

-Sure, I can give you my address, it is...my telephone number is…

Ex. 7 Complete the sentences:

1. Mr. French and his wife stopped their car when…

2. The soundless shape, which moved…, was seen by Mr. Newton.
3. In all cases the car radio sets suffered…
4. The US Air Force, which surveyed…,concluded that UFO does not bear any harm.
5. We can not adopt this rather speculative explanation unless…
6. …but none of these pictures can e regarded as the scientifically valid proof of the UFO theory.
7. Although most scientists suppose that… they still need the convincing evidence. 

8. There are lots of reports from people who…but their claims can not be proved.

9. Very often the objects people… turn out to be aircraft or aerial flares.

10. The CFUFOS archive contains…

11. By the time Ms. Dobson and Ms. Jenkins…the object had moved away.

12. Mr. French observed some strange lights that…from the height of 3 metres.

Supplementary reading

The Roswell case

Stories about crashed UFOs have circulated for many years, but until recently they used to be dismissed as nonsense by most people, including ufologists  More than 50 years ago, an incident occurred in the southwestern desert of the United States that could have significant implications for all humankind. The event took place during the first week of July 1947. A rancher named Mac Brazel while riding out in the morning to check his sheep after a night of intense thunderstorms, discovered a considerable amount of unusual debris. It had created a shallow gouge several hundred metres long and was scattered over a large area. Some of the debris had strange physical properties. After taking a few pieces to show his neighbors Brazel drove into Roswell and contacted the sheriff, George Wilcox. Sheriff Wilcox notified authorities at Roswell Army Air Field. Intrigued by the debris, Colonel Blanchard, commanding officer at Roswell Army Air Field, ordered two intelligence officers to investigate. Upon their report, Colonel Blanchard quietly ordered that the ranch area be cordoned off. Soldiers removed the debris, sending it to Army headquarters in Fort Worth, Texas. At first the Army command at Roswell issued a press release announcing it had recovered a "flying disk," as UFOs were then called. The press release was transmitted over the national radio in time to make headlines in over thirty U.S. afternoon newspapers that same day. 

Within hours, a second press release was issued from the office of General Roger Ramey, Commander of the Eighth Air Force at Fort Worth Army Air Field in Texas, 600 km from the crash site. It rescinded the first press release and, in effect, claimed that Colonel Blanchard and the officers at Roswell had made an unbelievably foolish mistake and somehow incorrectly identified a weather balloon and its radar reflector as the wreckage of a "crashed disk." 

Further press coverage was restricted. At a press conference in Fort Worth, the Army explained that the intelligence officer and others at Roswell had misidentified the debris, which was, in fact, the remains of a downed balloon with a metallic radar reflector attached, and not a UFO. Public interest faded, and the Roswell event became a part of UFO folklore, with most ufologists accepting the official government version of the story.  

It was not until the late 1970s that the UFO crash story was revived. One of the officers involved in the investigation decided to comment publicly on the strange material and some other aspects of the Roswell event. Since then new evidence indicates the weather balloon explanation was part of an elaborate government coverup, and in fact, the original report of a recovered flying disk was probably true. Investigations into the UFO crash story continue with the goal of pressuring the United States government to end the cover story and to reveal to the American public what actually crashed on the New Mexican desert that night in July 1947.  

Rumors about the existence of secret alien bases have persisted for a long time. These bases are said to be located in various places, such as the moon, under the ocean, or in a tropical rain forest. A few extremists in ufology claim that aliens have already contacted government officials. There are even stories of alien installations within United States military bases. Some people have gone so far as to claim that they have worked on secret UFO projects for the government and seen UFOs at military installations. For the most part, individuals who have claimed knowledge of secret alien bases or secret UFO projects have proven to be unreliable witnesses. Stories like these, however, have become an important part of the American modern folklore, and inspired the Hollywood filmmakers and have been brought on the screen in such popular movies and TV series as Men in black, My favourite Martian, I am number 4, Super 8, American dad, X Files…….. .  

If the Roswell UFO crash story is true, then the government has had some alien technology since 1947. Whether the United States has been able to understand and use that technology is another question. 

Ex. 1 Choose right answer:

The rancher Mac Brazel came across some unusual debris while…

a. walking around his ranch b. showing his neighbours around c. checking his sheep

Colonel Blanchard was intrigued by this event and

a. investigated it himself b. notified the government c. sent two intelligence officers to investigate

The debris of an alleged crashed UFO were taken to…

a. Washington, DC b. Fort Worth, Texas c. Roswell, New Mexico

The second press release stated that Blanchard had recovered…

a. a weather balloon b. a plane c. a flying disk

Ex. 2 Math the questions and answers:

	Why did…
	…Mac Brazel contact the sheriff?

…public interest in the Roswell case fade?

…the 1947 UFO crash story get into the papers again in the 1970’s?


	One of the intelligence officers who took part in the investigation publicly stated that the 2nd press release had been a fake.

People wanted to learn more about UFO, nobody was interested in the story about some weather balloon.

He did not know what to do with strange material with unusual physical properties. 


Ex. 3 True or false

1. The news about the crashed UFO never got to the newspapers.

2. The press coverage of this event was restricted by the US Army.

3. General Roger Ramey was the commander of the Eighth Air Force based in Texas.

4. The US government is rumored to have been contacted by the aliens.

5.  Some people say that they saw the secret UFO bases in the USA.

Supplementary reading

Alex always used to laugh at the idea of flying saucers.

But that was before last summer when Alex had a very strange experience while he was travelling by coach.

The coach stopped for supper at a café. Alex was not hungry, so he stayed in the coach. As he sat there eating some chocolate, Alex heard a low humming noise outside, like thousands of bees. He looked out of coach window. In the field he saw a number of bright objects coming down. As they landed, their lights went out and-the field be​came dark. Alex decided to take a closer look at what was happening.
He could see the mysterious objects quite clearly. There were five of them in all and they were long and thin, like enormous cigars. In the centre of the machines he could just make out a group of figures, all wearing space suits. They appeared to be having a meeting.
Suddenly Alex felt sure that these men were from outer space. Their machines were the famous flying saucers. Alex also felt sure that they came from a quiet, peaceful planet, quite unlike the world he lived in. And he wanted to join them!
At that moment the figures began to move back towards their machines.
They went inside and the low humming noise began again. One by one the
machines lit up. The machine rose into the air spinning like a wheel.
Alex felt terribly sad. The machines were leaving without him! “Wait!" he shouted. "Take me with you! Please!" But as he rushed forward, a wave of hot air pushed him back and he fell to the ground. When he opened his eyes, the field was empty.
Did he really see flying saucers or was it all a dream? Alex is not sure. But these days, when anyone mentions flying saucers. Alex keeps quiet.

Ex. 1 Match the words and their meaning

	1. unlike

2. to lit up

3. terribly

4. spinning
	a. going round and round

b. different from

c. to become bright

d. very


Ex. 2 Say why:

1. Alex got off the coach.

2. Alex ran towards the flying saucers.

3. Alex did not go to the café.

4. Alex’ ideas about UFO changed.

Ex. 3 Put the questions to the underlined words.

1. He wanted to leave with the machines.

2. A wave of hot air pushed him back.

3. The machines were leaving without him.
4. He wanted to see the machines more clearly.
5. He heard a low humming noise.

Ex. 4 Where was Alex when

1. he saw the flying saucers.

2. the flying saucers began to leave.

3. he fell to the ground.

Ex. 5 Answer these questions:

a. Was Alex afraid of the mysterious objects?

b. Were the machines still bright when Alex came close to them?

c. Did Alex count the flying saucers?

d. Did Alex speak to the figures in space suits?

e. Did all the machines leave at the same moment?

f. What were the figures in space suits doing in the field?

Ex. 6 Retell Alex’ story in the 1st person singular. Start like this:

Do you want to know why I have changed my mind about the flying saucers? I am going to tell you! I happened…

Ex. 7 Some topics for discussion:

1. Do you believe in UFO?

2. Why (not)?

3. Do you think there are people on other planets?

GRAMMAR DRILL

Notice the sentence

Colonel Blanchard quietly ordered that the ranch area be cordoned off.

Полковник Бланчард издал секретный приказ о том, что бы территория ранчо была закрыта для посторонних.

Это предложение содержит предположительное наклонение- the Suppositional Mood (во многих справочниках по грамматике предположительное наклонение рассматривается как часть сослагательного наклонения или, гораздо реже, выделяется как особая грамматическая конструкция «Коньюнктив» the Conjunctive)

В предположительном наклонении форма глагола совпадет с простым инфинитивом, но употребляется без частицы to: ask, do. Пассивная форма: be asked, be done. Отрицание: not ask, not do. В этом наклонении глагол никогда не изменяется.

Употребление предположительного наклонения носит формальный характер и обусловлено наличием в предложении определенного сказуемого. Обычно Suppositional Mood используется, если сказуемое выражено следующими фразами и глаголами:

It is necessary, it is important, to order, to command, to propose, to insist, to demand.

He ordered that we be there at 7 am. Он приказал, что бы мы были на месте в 7 утра.

He ordered that the debris be examined. Он отдал приказ исследовать обломки (чтобы обломки были исследованы).

Assignment: Translate these sentences into Russian.

I. I insist that he explain to us the reason that made him behave so strangely.

II. He suggests that she read this book.

III. She demands that he apologize for what he has said.

IV. The police officer ordered that the lost child be taken to the police station.

V. My doctor recommended that I not swim after eating a large meal.

VI. The sign at the pool commands that the parents supervise the children.

VII. He insists that she be invited to the party.

VIII. They ordered that we not touch the boxes.

IX. It is important that he be questioned as soon as possible.

X. It is necessary that he go there tomorrow. 
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