THE HISTORY OF THE USA AN OVERVIEW

European nations came to America to increase their wealth and broaden their influence over world affairs. The Spanish were among the first Europeans to explore the New World and the first to settle in what is now the United States. 

By 1650, however, England had established a dominant presence on the Atlantic coast. The first colony was founded at Jamestown, Virginia, in 1607. Many of the people who settled in the New World came to escape religious persecution. The Pilgrims, founders of Plymouth, Massachusetts, arrived in 1620. In both Virginia and Massachusetts, the colonists flourished with some assistance from Native Americans. New World grains such as corn kept the colonists from starving. By the early 1700s enslaved Africans made up a growing percentage of the colonial population. By 1770, more than 2 million people lived and worked in Great Britain's 13 North American colonies.

Defending the Colonies against attack by the French and others had cost the British a great deal of money. As a result, the British had very high taxes in their country. They thus decided to shift some of their financial burden to the colonists. The Stamp Act of 1765, which taxed all legal documents, newspapers and other documents, was met with a great uproar in the Colonies. In 1766, this tax was repealed, but it was just the beginning of the problems between the colonists and the British. The Boston Tea Party in 1773 was an act of revolt against the British and their tax on tea in the Colonies. 

Tensions such as these eventually led to the writing of the Declaration of Independence in 1776. A year earlier, the War of Independence, also known as the American Revolution, began. When the British finally surrendered on October 19, 1781, Americans were officially independent of Britain and set about establishing their own government. 

During this time, Americans established their government and two parties emerged--the Federalists and the Republicans. Under President Jefferson, the country expanded westward. The War of 1812 against Britain, sometimes called the Second War of American Independence, lasted three years. After the war, a mood of nationalism prevailed as people focused on events and issues at home. However, troubles were brewing, particularly on the topic of slavery. 

Presidents Andrew Jackson, James Polk, and John Tyler, like many Americans of this time, embraced the notion of enlarging the "empire for liberty." In other words they wanted to expand the borders of America westward. While some pioneers headed west to California, others attempted to expand the idea of what "liberty" in America meant. Abolitionists opposed laws that kept African Americans enslaved, and advocates of women's suffrage argued that wives, mothers and daughters should play a more significant role in society by voting, holding office, and working outside the home. 

Conflict over issues of how much control the federal government should have over the states, industrialization, trade, and especially slavery had increased tension between Northern and Southern states. After Abraham Lincoln was elected president in 1860, 11 Southern states withdrew from the Union and set up an independent government--the Confederate States of America. These events led to the outbreak of the Civil War--a brutal, bloody, four-year conflict (1861 - 1865) that left the South defeated and ended slavery at the cost of more than half a million lives. The vivid yet highly romanticized description of the period can be found in the classical novel Gone with the wind.
After the North defeated the South in the Civil War, politicians faced the task of putting the divided country back together. There was great debate about how severely the former Confederate states should be punished for leaving the Union. With the assassination of President Lincoln in 1865, it was up to President Andrew Johnson to try to reunite former enemies. The Reconstruction Acts of 1867 laid out the process for readmitting Southern states into the Union. The Fourteenth Amendment (1868) provided former slaves with national citizenship, and the Fifteenth Amendment (1870) granted black men the right to vote. These were only the first steps, however, toward reconstructing the fragmented nation. 

The late 19th century – the early 20th century

The growth of industry and a wave of immigrants marked this period in American history. The production of iron and steel rose dramatically and western resources like lumber, gold, and silver increased the demand for improved transportation. Railroad development boomed as trains moved goods from the resource-rich West to the East. Steel and oil were in great demand. All this industry produced a lot of wealth for a number of businessmen like John D. Rockefeller (in oil) and Andrew Carnegie (in steel), known as robber barons (people who got rich through ruthless business deals). The Gilded Age gets its name from the many great fortunes created during this period and the way of life this wealth supported.

The mid 20th century

The development and growth of the United States during this era was influenced by helping Europe recover from World War II and U.S. involvement in other wars--mainly the Cold War with the Soviet Union and the Vietnam and Korean Wars. (The Cold War was not a real war with the Soviet Union; this term refers to the chilly relations the U.S. had with the formerly communist nation, which, since its breakup, is called Russia.) In the States, the "Red Scare" of communism of 1950 resulted in the McCarthy hearings. Senator Joseph McCarthy accused many Americans of being communists, which led to loss of employment for many artists, teachers, and government employees. 
Charles Chaplin – legendary comedian – had to leave the States because he was accused of supporting the Soviet Union.

Several prominent figures, including 
Eleanor Roosevelt (First Lady of the United States1884 — 1962) was the longest-serving , holding the post from 1933 to 1945 during her husband Franklin D. Roosevelt's four terms in office. She was the first presidential spouse to hold press conferences, write a newspaper column, and speak at a national convention. On a few occasions, she publicly disagreed with her husband's policies. She advocated for expanded roles for women in the workplace, the civil rights of African Americans and Asian Americans.

Following her husband's death, Eleanor remained active in politics for the rest of her life. She pressed the US to join and support the United Nations and became one of its first delegates. She served as the first chair of the UN Commission on Human Rights, and oversaw the drafting of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. By her death, she was regarded as "one of the most esteemed women in the world"
Martin Luther King (1929 – 1968) was an American clergyman, activist, and leader in the African-American Civil Rights Movement. He is best known for his role in the advancement of civil rights using nonviolent civil disobedience. King has become a national icon. In 1962 he organized nonviolent proteststhat attracted national attention following television news coverage of the brutal police response. King helped to organize the 1963 March on Washington, where he delivered his "I Have a Dream" speech. There, he established his reputation as one of the greatest orators in American history. In 1964 King received the Nobel Peace Prize for combating racial inequality through nonviolence.
People like them helped shape America's modern era. During this time, Americans went to the Moon, ushered in the civil rights movement and the fight for equal rights for women, established relations with China, and witnessed the fall of communism in Russia and Eastern Europe. 

In the early 21st century America experienced the most drastic terrorist attack in its history – the New York bombing in September 2001. Following this tragedy the States embraced on the grandiose anti-terrorism Crusade declaring war on Iraq and Afghanistan.

Today the USA has the largest economy in the world which is based on manufacturing and services. Tourism is a major foreign currency earner. Wall Street in New York is a major stock exchange and Hollywood in Los Angeles is the world’s biggest producer of entertainment.

In 2009 Barack Obama became the President – the first black American to occupy the position.

Put these events in the chronological order
· The blacks are granted the right to vote

· The second war of American Independence 

· The Pilgrims arrive to America

· The war of Independence

· The civil war

Answer the questions

Who became the President in 1860?

What was written in 1776?

When did the Boston Tea Party happen?

What happened in 1861?

Освоение Дикого Запада – славная страница в истории США
From the moment that Christopher Columbus landed in 1492, all the way up to the 20th Century, ordinary people kept pushing the boundaries westward all the way to the Pacific Ocean.

 

These adventurous folks left civilization behind, following rivers, crossing great plains in order to find new and better lives for themselves. Often, they faced hardships and dangers as they made their way through unknown territory, suffering from severe weather, Indian attacks and starvation These people were the first to settle a region of the so called American West or Wild West also known as The Frontier.  

In the United States, the frontier and Wild West were the terms applied to the zone of unsettled land outside the region of existing settlements of Americans.
The Wild West expansion encompasses the period after the Civil War, the rest of the 1800's, and the early part of the 20th century. During this time, thousands of people pushed their way westward in search of land, better lives, gold and silver, and sometimes, to escape the law. Geographically, the "Wild West" applies to those states west of the Mississippi River.

The Wild West was the place of thriving farms and ranches with the hardy cowboys driving dusty herds of longhorns from Texas to the cattle markets in Kansas, the place where bounty hunters, miners, and criminals pursued their happiness. The life in the Wild West was romanticized in books, movies and comics. The Frontier legend is deeply rooted in the American imagination, the Wild West is often portrayed as idealistic landscape and adventurous way of living.
Who was who in the Wild West

Cowboy - an animal herder who tended cattle on ranches, traditionally on horseback, and often performed a multitude of other ranch-related tasks. In movies cowboys are often shown fighting with one another and with American Indians. In reality, working ranch hands had very little time for anything other than the constant, hard work involved in maintaining a ranch.

Gunfighter – a term referring to men in the Wild West who had gained a reputation as being dangerous with a gun. Often the term was applied to men who were hired out for contract killings

Bounty hunter – a person who captured fugitives for a monetary reward (bounty). In pop culture bounty hunters are commonly depicted as loners, cynical yet romantic. Such characters have appeared in books, TV series, movies, comics and computer games
Lawman (sheriff) -  a legal official with responsibility for maintaining order in a town. Being a sheriff in the Wild West was a dangerous job. They were often killed and the position was often vacant.
The most famous folk heroes of the Wild West
Wild Bill (1837 – 1876) was a folk hero of the Wild West. His skills as a gunfighter, along with his reputation as a lawman, provided the basis for his fame, although some of his reported exploits are fictionalized.

Born and raised on a farm in rural Illinois, Bill went West at age of 18, first working on a ranch as cowboy before he became a lawman in the frontier territories of Kansas and Nebraska. He gained publicity as a gunfighter and professional gambler. Between his law-enforcement duties and gambling, which easily overlapped, he was involved in several notable shootouts. He was shot and killed while playing poker in the Nuttal & Mann's Saloon in Deadwood, Dakota
Jesse James (1847 – 1882) was an American outlaw, gang leader, bank robber, train robber, and murderer from the state of Missouri Already a celebrity when he was alive, he became a legendary figure of the Wild West after his death. 
Jesse and his brother Frank were accused of participating in atrocities committed during the Civil War. To escape the justice they ran to the West. As members of one gang or another, they robbed banks and trains. Despite popular portrayals of James as a kind of Robin Hood, robbing from the rich and giving to the poor, there is no evidence that he and his gang used their robbery gains for anyone but themselves. 
The James brothers were most active with their gang from about 1866 until 1876, when their attempted robbery of a bank in Northfield, Minnesota, resulted in the capture or deaths of several members. They continued in crime for several years, recruiting new members, but were under increasing pressure from law enforcement. On April 3, 1882, Jesse James was killed by Robert Ford, who was a member of the gang living in the James house and who was hoping to collect a state reward on James' head.

Museums and sites devoted to Jesse James:

· Jesse James Home Museum: The house where Jesse James was killed 
· The Jesse James Bank Museum, on the square in Liberty, Missouri, is the site of the first daylight bank robbery in peacetime. 

The Defeat of Jesse James Days in Northfield, Minnesota, is among the largest outdoor celebrations in America is held annually in September. Thousands of visitors watch reenactments of the robbery, a championship rodeo, a carnival, performances of a 19th-century style musical, and a parade during the five-day event. 
There have been numerous portrayals of Jesse James in film and television. In many films James is portrayed as a Robin Hood-like character
One of the most recent examples is The Assassination of Jesse James - a 2007 American Western drama, the film shows the relationship between James played by Brad Pitt and his killer Ford.

Billy the Kid (1859 – 1881) a 19th-century American gunfighter who became a frontier outlaw. According to legend, he killed 21 men, but it is generally believed that he killed between four and nine. He killed his first man when he was 15. He enjoys paradoxical fame as both a notorious outlaw and a folk hero. In his lifetime Billy made his living by stealing cattle and robbing farmers but as one historian states: “He was not a bad guy, people he killed deserved to be punished”. Like many gunfighters of the "Wild West", Billy the Kid enjoyed a reputation built partly on exaggerated accounts of his exploits. Billy the Kid has been the subject and inspiration for many popular works, including 15 movies, 3 stage plays and 4 TV series.
In many towns and cities in Texas, Kansas, Wyoming and some other states there are many museums with exhibitions related to the Wild West history and legends. In Summer lots of festivals and events are held to celebrate the Frontier heritage with the Wild West shoot-out reenactments and cowboy shows. There are many Wild West themed hotels, restaurants and bars (saloons).
The Wild West legend has been popularised by the American cinema. The so called Westerns have always enjoyed great popularity. The Western is a movie set in the American West that embodies the spirit and the struggle of the  frontier. Western films commonly feature as their protagonists such characters as cowboys, gunfighters, and bounty hunters, often depicted as semi-nomadic wanderers who wear hats, bandannas, use revolvers or rifles as everyday tools of survival, and ride between dusty towns and cattle ranches on trusty steeds.

Countless movies and TV series about Wild West have been produced over the past 100 years. The most famous are

The Magnificent Seven (1960) is a western film directed by John Sturges. It tells a story of a group of seven American gunfighters who are hired to protect a small town from a group of marauding bandits

The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly (1966) is an epic

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spaghetti_western" \o "Spaghetti western"  western film directed by Sergio Leone, starring Clint Eastwood The plot revolves around three gunfighters competing to find buried treasure amid the violent chaos of gunfights, hangings, American Civil War battles and prison camps. 

Rawhide  - was an American Western series that aired on the CBS network from 1959 to 1966. Set in the 1860s, Rawhide portrays the challenges faced by the cowboys as they work on their ranches
The Cowboys (1972) – a classical Western tells a story of rancher Will. When his ranch hands abandon him to join a gold rush, he is forced to find replacement drovers for his 640 km long cattle drive. A group of locals schoolboys volunteer to help him. Criticized in its time for showing “too much violence” today the movie is regarded as one of the masterpieces of the American cinema.
Dances with Wolves is a 1990 American epic western film directed, produced by, and starring Kevin Costner. It tells the story of a lieutenant who travels to the American frontier to find a military post, and his dealings with a group of Lakota Indians.

Dances with Wolves had high production values and won seven Academy Awards including Best Picture and the Golden Globe Award for Best Motion Picture – Drama. Much of the dialogue is spoken in Lakota with English subtitles.

Deadwood is an American western television series that aired on the cable network HBO from 2004 to 2006 spanning three 12-episode seasons. The show is set in the 1870s in Deadwood, Dakota. The series charts Deadwood's growth from camp to town, incorporating themes ranging from the formation of communities to western capitalism. Many historical figures appear as characters on the show—such as Wild Bill 
WILD WEST JOKES

Three cowboys were sitting around campfire talking about how tough they were and the tales kept getting bigger and bigger. The cowboy from Kansas said, "I wrestled a 200 pound crocodile." The Cowboy from Wyoming shakes his head and says, "I killed a 400 pound steer with my bare hands." The Cowboy from Texas just smiled and kept stirring the campfire with his bare hand.
*************************************
A cowboy rode into town and stopped at the saloon for a drink. When he finished his drink, he found his horse had been stolen.

He went back into the bar, flipped his gun into the air and fired a shot into the ceiling.

“Which one of you stole my horse?!?!?!” he yelled 

No one answered.

“Alright, I’m gonna have another beer, and if my horse ain’t back outside by the time I finish, I’m gonna do what I dun in Texas! And I don’t like to have to do what I dun in Texas!”

Some of the locals shifted restlessly. The man, true to his word, had another beer, walked outside, and his horse had been returned to the post.

He saddled up and started to ride out of town. The bartender wandered out of the bar and asked, “Say, before you go…what you did in Texas?”

The cowboy turned back and said, “I had to walk home.”

*****************************************
The swing doors of the Wild West saloon crashed open and in came Little Pete, black with fury. "All right!" he raged, "all right! Who did it? Who painted my horse blue?" The huge figure of Black Jake, notorious gunfighter rose from a chair by the door. "It was me," he drawled, bunching his gigantic fists, "what about it?" "Oh, well, er," stammered little Pete wretchedly, "all I wanted to say was. . .thank you"
